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Jim Leamy - Planemaker
By Bob Garay

I met Jim Leamy at the dealer show during a
job description was “Bomb Disposal.” He started
Brown Auction two years ago. I was very impressed
collecting Stanley and other metal planes on the
with the stunning replica wood planes he had on
west coast where he was stationed. But after movdisplay. At that time I had just seen a Tidey double
ing to the east coast he has developed a love of
beveling plane at the CRAFTS
wooden planes because of their
auction and was awed with its
“class and character.”
complex design. I talked to Jim
After working for a cabiabout this plane and he was kind
netmakers shop for a few years,
enough to explain how he made it
he realized that his woodworking
and how it worked. I recently saw
talent blended itself well with his
love of collecting wooden planes.
that Jim was featured in Fine
,w·-·- v·~
Woodworking as one of the best
Jim decided to start his own business and make some of the most
planemakers today. Later when I
talked to Leon Kashishian he said
creative wooden planes ever produced. His first planes were made
that he thought Jim would make a
good topic for a Tool Shed article
for fun and consisted of three
small block planes made of brass
and I agreed. Jim lives in out in
the country of Pennsylvania and
and wood. Later he desired a special plane for himself and dove
arranged to meet me at his house
■i'
~~
for an interview and a session of
right in and created an ebony
. T"•
plow plane. Next, he had always
photography with his handiwork.
-c~
Herb Kean agreed to also visit Jim
admired the Tidey beveling plane
and knew he would have a hard
and together we had a stimulating
tool excursion.
time acquiring one. Therefore he made a replica to
the exact measurements. Jim exhibited his different
Jim was ready when we arrived and welcomed us with hot coffee and introductions to his
creations at dealer shows and was well accepted by
collectors who also wanted to order his creations. It
wife Rebecca. He had already set out for us a sampling of some of his different planes. As we talked
was slow at first but as more people got to see his
work the more orders he received. Now he works
over coffee he explained to me that he grew up locally in Chester Township. He recently retired from
pretty much full time filling the orders he has and
designing plans for new creations. Each of his
the Air Force after thirty years of service, where his
planes usually take over 150 hours to make and that
November Issue Contents
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AUCTION MANAGERS REPORT
APRIL 13, 2002
The CRAFTS OF N.J. tool sale this year
was a bit of a disappointment to me. The total
sale results were $56,096, down quite a bit from
past year’s auctions. We did not have the high
quality of material that has been submitted in the
past and I asked myself, why? Our commission
rate is probably the most favorable of any auction, only 5% for any item that reaches $500 or
more. And our maximum commission is a paltry
10%!! In the past, items of pretty fair value have
brought very satisfactory prices. This year our
top item was a very nice #2 size Birmingham
plane which brought $2750, and the next item
was a near mint Stanley #1 SW bench plane that
was hammered down for $1750. In the past, the
Tidey beveling plane and two three arm plow
planes from N.J. makers brought near record
breaking bids. One other point, our sale is nationally and internationally recognized as a very
well run and good sale. This is the only fund
raising function of the club and it should be supported in a better fashion. So….let’s start looking
to see what good items we can part with for next
years sale and get our total up where it should be,
and give yourselves a higher return for your tools.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the
people who did the lions share of the work. As
always Steve Zluky deserves a tremendous thank
you. He catalogs the entire auction singlehandedly and is very fair by spreading everyone's
tools evenly through the sale. Ed Modugno and
his crew kept the auction flowing smoothly, and
Fran and Frank Smith handled the clerking details
very efficiently. A special thanks to Dave
Nowicki, who filled in for Jack Whelan so ably.
Finally, thanks to all the runners, and last but not
least to the night watchman, Leon Kashishian. In
parting, I ask you to please consider consigning
any and all your tools that you are parting with to
Crafts next year.
Thank You, Greg Welsh

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Plus:
· Free tool collector's database
· Interesting tool articles
· Type studies
· and more!
Steve Johnson
4521 243rd Ave. NE
Redmond , WA 98053
tooltimer@msn.com
425-868-1532 (voice and fax)
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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

I hope you have recovered from our April super
weekend consisting of the Saturday auction and the Sunday
meeting. The sale came on the heels of several other auctions as Spring is getting to be a tough time to squeeze an
auction in. There were some very interesting NJ tools including several that I had never seen before and I would
guess were quite rare.
Although our gross was
not as high as other years
I must say we did not
have some of the “super
lots” that we had in the
past. Nice things did
bring very strong prices
and there were several
surprises. While I did
buy some planes, I must
confess that my favorite
purchase came before the
auction during the tailgating, where I bought an
elaborate French bronze
clock case! Sometimes
you find things in the
oddest places. Last week Don Kahn’s coachmaker’s plow
we went to a gun show plane was made with all hand
and Marianne came away tools and no machines.
with two beautiful American Indian bracelets. I
know a few CRAFTS
members who go to toy
and car shows looking for
tools. Just a sign of how
competitive things have
gotten.
Hats off to Greg
Welsh, Steve Zluky,
Dave Nowicki, Leon
Kashishian, the Smiths
and all the others who
helped at the sale. Ed
Bragg the first president Frank Klausz’s crown moulder.
of CRAFTS made an

appearance down from
his home in upstate
NY. I intend to follow
his example and also
move to the N.Y.
mountains pretty soon.
The meeting
on Sunday was very
interesting. Herb not
only discussed his center wheel plow plane
and other creations, but
also tools made by several other talented John Whelan’s replica of KinCRAFTS
members.
ney’s patent ripping plane.
Exhibited were a beautiful
coachmaker’s
plow plane made by Don Kahn, Jack Whelan’s applewood
panel raiser, and Frank Klausz’s crown molder. Herb was
quite generous with his secrets, bringing along the special
taps he designed and made in order to cut the internal
threads for his Sandusky center wheel plow plane. The fully functional Stanley No. 1, made entirely out of wood,
including the screws to hold the cap and frog is a little marvel. Thanks again Herb for a great presentation.
At the meeting we highlighted our clubs sponsorship of grants to N.J. organizations. We presented Malcolm
Dick a director of the Museum of Early Trades and Crafts
with a $200 donation. Their facility is in Madison NJ on
the old Route 24 and worth the trip, please visit. The board
also agreed to provide $500 in prize money to the North
Jersey Craftsman’s Fair. This fair sponsors a judged competition among High Schools in Northern NJ. Prizes will be
given to students entering projects in cabinetmaking, architectural modeling, technical drawing, and metals working.
We have also made arrangements to provide $500 in funding to the Morris County School of Technology’s Woodworking and Carpentry Department. This money is to be
used to help an apprentice purchase his first set of tools.
This endowment is from the Dominic Micalizzi Memorial
Fund set up by his family to encourage young adults to
become skilled woodworkers.

Herb Kean’s latest creation, the John Wayne plane. It is a
gun that when turned upside down becomes a small coach
makers plow plane with adjustable fence. The fence is adjusted employing a rack and pinion gear. As the cylinder of
the gun is turned, the rack on the fence slides it back and
forth. The iron and wedge can be seen on the lower left
section of the handle.
THE TOOLSHED—JUNE 2002
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Continued from page 1

The
Tidey double
beveling plane
is an exact replica of one of
the most expensive
antique
tools ever publicly sold. Jim
has seen four of
the
original
planes and all
were different
in one way or
another. Not all
of the different Tidey double beveling plane reproduction.
planes have the
pointy handle or the brass metal inset into the top.
There is also an adjuster for the skate to move it up and
down to adjust it from the front to the back. Only one
version had the ivory tips on it. A nightmare to design
as far as the center bridge shape and getting it bent just
right. The hinge is complex, and as with other parts
tolerances are very tight. As the smaller side planes are
swiveled out on a pivot they are also swinging in or out.
All the Tidey planes he has made so far have been cocobolo wood and have a lacquer finish. Jim tarnishes
the metal to give it the aged look. The next plane I explored was a beautiful reproduction of a plow plane by
William Epperson. It is made of Cuban mahogany and
ebony. The wood was beautifully finished with six
coats of shellac followed by rubbed oil/varnish. Ivory
split nuts and mother of pearl embellish the design. A
sterling silver inlay highlighted the wood. An ebony
wear strip is dovetailed into the fence’s side and an ebony wedge contrasts the mahogany. The intricate designs of the handle demonstrates how he had a certain
grace and finesse to all the fine details. Jim feels that
the
Epperson
planes were the
most stylish designs of the early
planemakers.
Next
was the E.W.
Carpenter handled plow plane.
This is an exact
reproduction of
the original, as
he has examined
six of these
planes he noticed
they all had minor differences Epperson’s plow plane reproduction is
on each. I felt it Jim’s favorite. The silver eagle in its
was a bulky and side is cut out from a coin and inset
very
mannish

plane, with huge wedges and nuts and large rivets securing the skate. Jim said there are plenty of people in
the local area who are students of E.W. Carpenter, and
the general consensus is that Carpenter himself was a
large man. The uprights are held in place by Madagascar rosewood nuts. The smaller Tidey plane is a 2/3scale replica made as a whim but turned out to be more
difficult to make because you have less tolerances to
work with. Jim has only made four of these smaller
ones.
One of the planes Herb was especially interested in seeing was his center-wheel plow designs. Herb
was making a reproduction of the original himself and

Carpenter plow plane replicas. Smaller one is 2/3 scale.

wanted to see what Jim was doing differently. Jim said
that his designs are not exact replicas of either of the
manufactured designs but rather his idea of how they
should have been made. One of the tricks of making
this plane is in the initial design of the plane making
sure all the parts align properly to prevent binding. The
body of these planes looks like a piece of Swiss cheese
before you start assembly. This plane was made from a
piece of wood that Jim selected especially for this project. It is a spalted piece of wood from the root of a maple tree. Jim says he uses a variety of finishes on this
plane design depending on what type of wood he uses.
Varnish is difficult to use on rosewood or ebony because of the oils in the wood.
Next we looked at Jim’s creation of the
McMaster one arm plow plane. There is only one of
these original planes in existence and was the most difficult Jim has made to this date. It is an exact reproduction of the original as possible. After making a few of
these planes Jim realizes why only one of these planes
were ever made. The one singular arm controlling the
fence became the weak spot and wore out and broke. It
seems it was more of an experimental plane than anyTHE TOOLSHED—JUNE 2002
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Reproduction of Sandusky center-wheel plow plane.

thing else. Jim did not have access to the original so he
had to scale it from pictures, which took several tries.
He also had problems finding someone who would cast
the metal parts he needed in such small quantities. He
does much of the metalworking himself. The arms of
these planes are complex and must be worked to a couple of thousandths of an inch or it will not work. They
have an internal metal gear that meshes with the external gear seen to
move the fence. It
takes more time to
make the arm than
any other part
combined.
Jim is now
working on a Bundy
Combination
plane, which Jim
describes
as,
“another good idea
gone awry”. It was
made to cut different size tongue and
groove joints. But
it was way too Reproduction of McMaster’s plane.
1
complex to produce for any practical purposes and normal tongue and
groove plane sets prevailed. It is being made of beech
wood, birds-eye maple and a cherry main section and
handle, as was the original. Another recent creation was
two ivory replicas of a small English ebony plow plane.
Jim said working with ivory is different then working
with wood. You have to be careful of it chipping and
cracking. Ivory also has growth rings, which behave
like grain in wood. It also has to be treated just right or
moisture can start to deteriorate it or cause it to crack.

i--~-

Future plans for Jim include the Montgomery
plane that has ivory gears on its top and side. Also Jim
has been thinking about making planes in the traditional
English infill tradition. Jim showed us his favorite antique plane when
he picked out a
screw armed handled
American
sash
filletster
made from applewood and boxwood, and made
by William Ward.
I thought that this
ancient
maker
from
England,
and then later
America, would Reproduction of Bundy combo plane.
be proud to be
recognized by one of his talented peers. The next time
you are at A major tool event look for Jim. I am sure he
will mesmerize you with his beautiful creations of some
of the rarest planes ever made.
Jim can be reached by phone at (717)445-9452
or by computer at
leamy@ptd.net.

___ I

One of two ivory planes made by Jim.
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CRAFTS AUCTION 2002
By Bob Garay

The CRAFTS twenty-fourth auction was held
this past April 13, amid a full
day of selling over 600 lots.
It started for me at six
o’clock in the morning as
Herb Kean and I drove down
from northern New Jersey
together. We stopped for
breakfast at the local diner
and rushed in under the rain.
Tailgating was in full swing as
the sun emerged from the clouds. We were quickly reminded
that other bleary eyed men
were also out early on a quest, as it was opening day for
trout season and the diner was packed. When we came out
of the diner the dismal rainy morning had given way to
sunshine. As we got to the Elks Lodge the tailgate sales
were in full swing. I had come the night before with many
other CRAFTS members to help set up for the auction.
Every one was talking about the Brown auction and the
great tools there. We were hoping for a good sale but realized that we did not have the sparklers of past years so our
total sales would
be down somewhat. We also
realized that other
major tool auctions this spring
would keep our
auction sales in
check, as discretionary money is a
little tight for everyone this year as
the economy is
still
struggling. Interest was high at the sparklers table as
Nevertheless,
I auction manager Greg Welsh passes a Kensaw quite a bit of ny’s patent gauge to Alex Farnam.
buying going on
out in the parking lot by CRAFTS members. Since I had a
chance to preview the auction’s tools the night before I
had time to leisurely browse the tailgate sales. I was very
pleased to acquire a beautiful Scottish metallic rosewood
stuffed plane.
The auction preview was a busy place
as prospective buyers
carefully studied their
choice tools. There
were many fine tools
that fit into the mid
range category and
brought a lot of interest
from collectors and
dealers alike. I knew of
three other major tool
auctions this same Vise made by the School of Industrial
month so was sur- Arts, Trenton, NJ. sold for $100.

prised to see the dealers at
our club auction. I guess
they know where the bargains
are!
Auctioneer
Frank Dennis started on
time at 9:30 and set a pace
of about one hundred lots
an hour. Prices were average for the more common
antique tools but some surprises unfolded for some of This fold-up leather stitching
the scarcer pieces as com- horse with extras sold for $525.

Mockridge & Francis double router in fine+ shape sold for $375.

petition was keen. I was interested in lot #89; a workbench
vise made by the School of Industrial Arts of Trenton,
New Jersey, but let it escape me for $100. One of the first
surprises was a fold-up wooden stitching horse for leather
working which went for $525. Another tool of interest to
many New Jersey collectors was a Mockridge & Francis
double carriage router in beautiful condition. I was surprised as were many other bidders when the hammer
closed the sale at $375, quite a bit above the expected bid I
had ready.
Once we got into the second hour of the auction I
saw some great tools, and with them exceptional bids. At
lot 200, the smallest L.L.Davis level, 6” long, fetched
$250. The next lot, a beautiful little French coach plow
plane, produced a high bid of $350. Jim Baker donated
one of his miniature Davis inclinometers to the auction
and it brought $225 into the clubs funds. By the time we
got to lot 219 we
were really rolling as
a little No.51 Victor
block plane sold for
$950. Next, a Stanley
Bedrock
602C
very clean rosewood French coach
fetched $1000, then This
plow plane was won with a $350 bid.
a L. Bailey No.4
vertical post smooth
plane
with
a
chipped piece under
the tote brought a
high bid of $1600.
The sparkler that
Jim Bakers miniature replica of the
brought out the big Davis inclinometer earned $225.
guns was a small
Birmingham iron

I.______

___JI
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smooth plane, which
went to a dealer from up
north for $2600. Boxed
Stanley planes held onto
their value as a Bedrock
605 in original box sold
for $550. A horn stuffed
Marples Ultimatum with
need of restoration just
escaped my reach when
a west coast dealer outThis Birmingham iron smooth
bid me with a high bid
plane had the common chips on
of $950. Another restothe blade adjuster but still reached ration project I had my
a very respectable bid for $2600. eye on was an ebony
plow plane with ebonized boxwood screw
arms and nuts. I was
surprised to see the
bidding go all the way
up to $750. I guess
someone else had the
same ideas I had for
that plane. A big surprise to me was the
top bid of $350 a west
coast dealer paid for
an 1880 patent rapid
transit wrench made
This rare horned ultimatum needed
some work to get back into fine con- by the Standard Tool
dition but still brought a high bid.
Co.
All throughout the
auction New Jersey tools were offered with plenty of deals
to be had. Early in the auction a lot of two Richardson saws
sold for $30, while later more Richardson saws went for
$25. There were some Wheatcroft of Newark tools such as
a six-inch rosewood square that went for $25 while later
another 18” square
went to our auction
manager for $75. A
rare marking gauge by
E. & G. Wheatcroft
sold for $30, while a
lot of two Geo. Wheatcroft mortise gauges;
one rosewood and one
boxwood, went for
$85. R. Eastburn of
New Brunswick was
represented with a
rare friction fit sash This multifunctional gizmo ruler
made in England sold to one of our
plane, which I won
auction workers for $300.
the bid on for $100.
Another nice R. Eastburn reeding plane sold for $30. A complex molding plane
by J. Parkhurst of Springfield, NJ was taken home for an
$85 bid. I also won the high bid on two different lots of
Gage planes from Vineland, NJ, one for $30 and another
for $50. There were the obligatory Osborne leather working
tools but what caught my eye was a leather splitter by C.P.
Bursch of Newark, NJ won for $110. A beautiful bronze

scraper with a fancy cast
logo by Holt Mfr. Co. of
Newark, NJ escaped my
bid for $100. There were
many other New Jersey
manufactured tools present and the careful tool
hunter could sniff them
out. I thought I had
bought what was labeled
a D.M. Lyons level. After
bringing it home and
studying it further I found
it to actually be a rare
Hall & Knapp #19 level
This beautiful gunmetal bronze
scraper made in NJ sold for $100. with a single plumb. I
am sure there were many
more sleepers that the smart tool collector uncovered.
During the middle of the auction some real excitement
occurred when Herb Kean relieved auctioneer Frank Dennis for a spell. He had to be coaxed and jokingly threatened
with a call to his wife Doris. Eventually he picked up the
challenge and performed the auctioneering job with zeal. It
has been many years since Herb auctioned for Crafts but he
got up to speed with little hesitation.
Some people said that there were many items that
went for a bargain. I have to agree that yes there were some
bargains. But many times I was outbid for a tool that was

Herb’s antics as he called for bids kept the crowd on their toes.

at the current market value. I buy and sell on eBay now for
three years and most of the CRAFTS auction items were
competitive in their bids received. I feel it was a good auction and people on both sides of the table walked away happy. Thank you and see you next year.
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Corn Husking Pegs

Husking pegs are pieces
By Suzanne
of wood, bone and metal that elicit
a variety of comments: “That’s
made of ivory” (if it’s bone); “This
was a tent peg” (if it’s made of wood); “This is a piece of
metal.” They are called different names in different areas.
Husking pegs, husking pins, huskers, shuckers, and corn
pins are some of the more common names. For this article,
the term husking peg will be used. Husking pegs come in
different styles but all serve the same function. Designed
to be held in the hand, the point was thrust into an ear of
corn (on the stalk or on the ground) to enable the husker to
more quickly rip the dried husk off the ear. Husking pegs
were used to husk field corn (they are not useful on sweet
corn, trust me on this!).
Before the advent of mechanized corn pickers,
which began in the early 1900’s, husking pegs were essential tools for
picking corn.
Men, women
and
children
husked acres of
corn by hand.
It was laborious
Fig.1
work
and
roughened the
picker’s hands. Where did the concept originate? Preliminary research with the agricultural societies of the United
Kingdom and Germany (the predominant settlers of the
eastern Pennsylvania region) indicates no one in those European countries is aware of what these items are. Probably a Native American Indian idea, the American colonists
appropriated the concept from their Native American
neighbors.
Husking pegs can be divided into four types; bone,
wood, and metal hand made ones, and manufactured husking pegs. Entire booklets have been devoted to manufactured husking pegs and the companies that produced them.
Manufactured husking pegs are still produced. They are
sold in the Lancaster, PA area to the Brethren, Amish and
Mennonite communities who still husk their corn by hand.
This article describes hand crafted husking pegs
made of bone, wood, and metal. There were as many styles
as there were farmers, because each person had their favorite style of husking peg. There are three distinct sizes:
large, medium, and small. The large size was for a big
hand. The medium
size is broken into
two
subgroups:
men’s (larger) and
women’s/teenager’s
(smaller).
The
smallest size was
quite obviously for
a child. Entire families worked in the fields during harvest time so the various
sizes were necessary.
The collection of husking pegs, on which the information in this article is based, has been obtained from
the lower southeastern portion of Pennsylvania. This com-

Fellman Jacob

prises four counties with predominately Pennsylvania German population (Lehigh, Bucks, Montgomery, and Berks Counties). It appeared that most of the immigrant Germans immediately
took up farming and adapted the husking peg to their use.
Bone husking pegs are the rarest. Today, some
people try to sell them
as “ivory” either unintentionally or not.
Ivory was rare and
expensive in the 18th
and 19th centuries.
That makes ivory improbable as material
for husking peg use.
In the S.E. Pennsylvania area, the bones
used to create husking
pegs were pig and
sheep ribs (flat), sheep
and cow leg bones
(long), and the occaFig.3
sional small horn
(such as the goat horn
husking peg in Fig. 1)
or antler. Bone is difficult to work. But it develops a wonderful patina that can’t be faked. Some were marked with
color or carved to distinguish them for their specific owner
(Fig. 2).
Wood was the least expensive material. It permitted quick creation of a husking peg. Unfortunately, wood
husking pegs broke more quickly than bone or metal. They
were also used for a variety of other means by later generations – i.e. tent pegs or hay rake tongs. The two most frequently used types of wood were maple and hickory.
These hardwoods served a lifetime, if maintained. Other
woods used were oak, osage, and – in one case - ebony.
Hand wrought, metal husking pegs fall into a variety of subcategories. Some are finely made, obviously by a
blacksmith. Others are blacksmith forged but appear to be
done for a quantity sale. Some hand wrought metal husking pegs were so crudely made as to indicate a farmer’s
work. These were probably made by the farmer on his own
small forge. He knew what he wanted to do but didn’t have
the fine skill to create a beautiful husking peg.
Hand wrought metal husking pegs can be divided
into several categories: spatulate, rounds, flat, curved, and
curled end (see Fig. 3). Why so many styles, when wooden
and bone husking pegs
didn’t have that variety?
Part of the answer may
lie in the fact that manuFig.4 factured husking pegs
were patented as early
as 1856. (see Fig. 4)
One of the earliest references to husking corn is
1829, in an account
book from Unadillo,
THE TOOLSHED—JUNE 2002
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Fig.5

Fig.6

tured ones were unique (see Fig. 4). Handmade husking
pegs, whether bone, wood, or wrought iron are harder and
harder to locate. However, they can still be found at farm
auctions, yard sales, flea markets, among other places.
Recently, two with names came into my collection. One is marked I Christ and is undoubtedly from the
Christ family of blacksmiths. This family was known for
their grain hooks. The other pin is marked D.F.KERN. I
believe this was the owner of the husking peg. When many
pins look alike, it was worth it to personalize your husking
peg (Fig. 10).
The hunt goes on. It’s fun and is relatively inexpensive. Husking pegs store easily and in a small area.
Fig.10

Fig 7

Husking pegs are intriguing. Even the knots of the leathers
can be studied and evaluated (see Fig. 11). Husking pegs
are one of those little known and long forgotten tools. But
for some, the challenge of finding husking pegs, understanding them and their use, and creating a collection of an
unusual agricultural tool provides hours and days of enjoyment.
The author is always looking for husking pegs to
add to her collecFig.11
tion. Contact her at:
Suzanne
Fellman
Jacob, 44 E. Hillcrest Avenue, Chalfont, PA
189142717. Phone: 215822-1029:
email:
sjacob@pil.net or
talk to her at a
CRAFTS of New
Jersey
meeting
(she’s distinct because she always wears a hat). You may also talk with
Walt at any of the many tool auctions he attends.

Fig. 8

Fig.9

NY. There are many written references to husking corn but
only several refer to husking pegs.
One of my favorite types of handmade husking
pegs is the “recycled” group. These had fascinating prior
lives and had been used as other implements or as part of
machinery. Among the husking pegs illustrated are: spinnerette (Fig. 5), files (Fig. 6), door latch and case knife
(Fig. 7), 20 penny nails (Fig. 8), and a bone toothbrush
(Fig. 9). Recycled husking pegs are so indicative of a way
of life that demanded hard work and the use of every possible thing on the farm to save money.
The manufactured husking pegs tend to similarity,
especially in the 20th century. The 19th century manufacTHE TOOLSHED—JUNE 2002
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The 20th International Antique Tool Auction,
Brown Auction Services
On April 6, 2002 I had the privilege of attending the
distribution of a truly great collection that had been put together over a period of many years by Dr. Michael Jenkins. It
was a collection of unusual breadth and depth, and included
items from almost three centuries of America’s leadership in
the design and manufacturing of innovative tools for the
trades. This collection focused on the most outstanding examples available from many categories and always in the
best condition that could be found. I asked Michael Jenkins,
who was at the auction, why he chose to sell the collection he
had put together with such great care. He said he always
wanted to attend his own estate sale and this was the only
way of doing it he could think of.
The evening before the auction, much discussion
centered around which item we thought was the Star of the
show. What’s a Star? A Star is a tool so great that it stands
tall above all the others around it and shines like a beautiful
star. It may not be the most expensive tool but it is the most
exciting, significant, and splendid: it shouts out “take me
home”. But, that’s a matter of opinion, isn’t it? The fun thing
about an auction is you can name your own star; just hold up
your hand until someone says sold.
The collection was very strong in outstanding levels
and inclinometers. For my taste the Star of this category was
the stunning 24-inch spindle level by L. L. Davis, lot 501.
Quoting from American Levels and their Makers, “…these
are the Type 1 Davis carpenters’ levels … (and) they are
rare.” Finding one in superb condition is astonishing. Apparently the bidders agreed because it realized $4730, well
above the high estimate. Davis spindle levels were covered
by a design patent issued May 29, 1877 and preceded the
'I
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Sandusky No.137 handled ebony plow plane with four ivory
tips, lot 599, brought $4180. An E. W. Carpenter, Lancaster
PA (1791-1856) boxwood plow plane nicely highlighted with
rosewood nuts, washers, fence and wedge, and with improved arms patented February 6, 1838, lot 442, brought a
strong $3300. Plow planes by E. W. Carpenter have a very
special visual character, which in combination with their
historical significance helps them achieve very strong prices.
The stunning Fales combination plane, lot 703, first
patented March 7, 1882 and manufactured by Otis A. Smith,
was one of the most enticing items in the auction and surely
the Star of the patented metallic planes. It was in unused condition and included a full range of about 24 cutters and bottoms. It came packed in a wood box that had three compartmented drawers to accommodate all of the accessories and
included an original letter of sale dated January 20, 1909
signed by Otis A. Smith. This great piece of tool history was
a bargain at only $3850.
The plane on the cover of the auction catalogue, lot
698, is an E. H. Morris diamond soled metallic smooth plane
patented November 8, 1870, and made by the Sandusky Tool
Co. Besides being a scarce model of the Morris smooth
plane, it is one of a few that were decorated in the factory
with a Sheaf of Wheat design on the body, wedge, handle
and front knob. It is an unusual plane that appealed to a number of bidders; it sold for $5830. Lot 672, a Metallic Plane
Co. No.11 non-adjustable filletster and rabbet plane with
screw attached skewed cutter, a narrow sliding fence with

I

•

Davis filigree type levels. Those who have inspected broken
Davis spindle levels tell me, that the brittle and delicate casting was reinforced with an embedded steel armature.
The Israel White No.106 three-arm self-regulating
plow plane, with a handled beech body and ebony side arms,
lot 685, was clearly the Star of the wood plow planes. There
are only two known Israel White three arm plows that are
handled and this is the only one with factory installed steel
rollers in the fence. Israel White (1804 -1839) worked as a
plane maker at Callowhill & Fourth Street in Philadelphia
PA, 1831-1839; the date of the restored patent is January 9,
1834. A broadside advertising the plane, dated November 12,
1833, can be seen in P-TAMPIA v.1. This great plane had
been professionally cleaned and was in Good+ or better condition. It brought the highest price of the day selling for
$21,450. It’s age, rarity and technical innovation makes it a
very important Philadelphia plane. It’s not surprising that it
seized the magical moment and the highest price of the auction.
A very nice Sandusky Tool Co. No.141 center
wheel self-regulating plow plane, lot 673, in beautiful mellow boxwood with six ivory tips was a little under appreciated at $9350. An absolutely beautiful, and quite rare,

low relief floral decorations cast in its face, sold for a surprising $4180, exceeding the high estimate by a good margin.
The auction was exceptionally rich in Stanley in the
Box items, with more than 160 lots in that category. Items
that are hard to find in the original labeled box: that are in
unused condition, and in boxes that are in fine condition
commanded the strongest prices. The big surprise was a
Stanley No.721/2 Chamfer Plane with beading attachment,
lot 221, which turned out to be the Star of Stanley in the Box.
This is a scarce item to find in the box, and to find it in almost mint condition is unheard of. Both the tool and the picture labeled box were clean, shining and as close to perfect as
Continued on page 12.
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A MISCALCULATION

Almost every Sunday, Doris and I go for "a
ride". I got this from my father who was pestered by
my mother to take her out of her ho-hum existence
each week by a ride somewhere.
Remember, in those days women rarely held jobs
and they were exclusively homemakers. My mother
considered homemaking boring, even though she
realized its importance. She was a woman needing
to be liberated, but was slightly ahead of her time.
So as my father did, so do I. However, he
got away with starting the ride by going down to
Mulberry Street in Newark to buy electrical supplies
for the week coming up. (The supply house was one
of the rare ones that was open 7 days a week.) For
those who don't know Newark, N.J., or Mulberry
Street, let me tell you it was the last place that a
woman would want to go. Factory after factory,
junkyard dogs etc. It was the pits. But I learned from
it that the rides can be combined with other activities. So I usually combine our trip with tool hunting
for me and a nice dinner in a country inn for Doris.
Sometimes we journey into new areas, and the dinner is an adventure. On this particular Sunday it was
just that.
Doris had asked that this ride be to
"someplace different". That was a little hard to do,
because if you figure out the mathematics, we went
once or twice a month for at least the last 20 years.
That's over 300 day trips starting from the same
spot. However, far northern Pennsylvania was an
area that we hadn't frequented that much (except on
Route 6) so that was the destination for that day.
The flea markets and antique shops held up
our progress a bit, and it was after our usual dinner
time before I realized that we were hopelessly embedded in a very rural section. My belly started to
growl, and Doris questioned whether there were any
nice inns in that particular area. I pulled over and
looked at the map. Our choices were to turn around
and go back to Route 6 and civilization, or cross
over the Delaware into New York State. I didn't
think I could last the time to New York, and my
pride would not allow me to turn around.
(Something like the refusal to ask for directions
when lost). So we just forged ahead.

A town did show on the map, but was so
small that I needed a magnifying glass to read it.
When we reached the "town" we quickly realized
that this was our last hope before my stomach took
over and turned me into a raving lunatic. Woe unto
us, as only a gas station, and a general store were
there. I didn't need gas, so we stopped at the general
store to see if they knew of a place to eat. The elderly gentleman behind the counter looked at me as if I
had defamed his mother. "What's wrong with here?"
he spat out. Here consisted of a table in the back
amongst some smelly empty vegetable crates. BUT
they did have bread and coldcuts for us to make
sandwiches. At that point pride and everything else
went out the window. I had to eat! Doris accepted
the idea of baloney and cheese sandwiches, but
wouldn't eat at the smelly table. So we bought the
fixings and ate out in the car. What a loser dinner!
The nice way that this story could end is
that a great old tool was laying around that store and
that uppity guy sold it to me at a real steal. But that
didn't happen. In fact everything from then on went
downhill. It started to rain, and I had to actually turn
around and go back. Thank goodness not many of
our rides ended up this way and Doris (even though
she feigned at being irritated) understood –and we
had a good laugh over it. So, as they say in the tales
of yore: "All is well that ends well".
Concerning the Clamp Handles in the last edition of
Kean Kuttins (Opposites Attract):
Sometimes you don't see the forest because
of the trees. I successfully figured out the handles on
the bow saw (the first part of the article), but lost
sight of the fact that the handles on the clamps fit
the same reasoning. Thanks to Dave Pollak, who
uses these clamps every day, I now see the purpose
of the sculptured inner handle on the clamp. It is the
adjustment handle that is “tweaked” with fingers
rather than with the full power of the hand as when
tightening the outer cylindrical handle.
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Continued from page #10.

can be expected. It took a bid
of $3850 to win this prize,
well above the high estimate.
A very hard to find
Stanley No.44, Miller’s patent gunmetal plow plane, lot
438, with 10 cutters, in
Good+ as found condition
brought a strong $5720. A
Stanley No.196 Curved Rabbet Plane, lot 717, in Mint
probably unused condition
(the box was left at the hardware store) brought $2640.
I’m told these planes work
very well to clean up rabbets
in compound curved work,
but I’ll bet more of them were admired than were used. Lot
436, a must have for every Stanley collector, the classic Stanley No.42 Gun Metal Millers Patent plane with filletster bed
and 9 cutters, in Fine condition went for a very reasonable
$2970. A Stanley No.41 Millers Patent, Type 6A, in black
japanned cast iron, with both the wrap around and straight
fences, and the filletster bed, lot 435, in Good condition sold
for $1155.
A very special version of Fisher’s bevel square and
layout tool patent, June 23, 1868, lot 621, made by the Disston & Morss Tool Works, Philadelphia, PA, 1867 – 1900,
with a beautifully decorated cast brass handle was the Star of
this category. The front surface is decorated with a lovely
floral design in low relief flanking each side of the inscription “Made by Disston & Morss Tool Works Phila” The reverse side is decorated with a similar floral design, with a
central oval plaque suitable for engraving. This rare tool, one
of only three known, commanded a high bid of $6380.
A beautiful Whitney’s No.10 Hand Drill, patented
May 4, 1876, lot 496, finished in black japanning highlighted
with red and gold and illustrated in Tower & Lyon’s 1904
Catalogue No.12, p.19, in mint condition shouted out I’m the
Star. It was in the original wood box and totally complete
with 15 drill points and the wrench. This star was properly
recognized at $1650.
The auction included three handsaws of great distinction. The first of the handsaws, lot 635, has an eagle with

$2640. Lot 636 was
a Panther saw by
Woodrough
and
McParlin; the saw
handle is covered
by design patent
No.11603, January
13, 1880. It has a
very attractive Panthers Head carved
into both sides of
the handle and sold
for $1650. Lot 637 is the highly sought after Henry Disston
No.43 combination saw, rule, level and scribe. It was in
Good+ condition and brought $1815.
Antique Tools are obviously maturing as a major
category of collectable antiques. As in other fields of collectibles stellar examples of important pieces are bringing higher
and higher prices. The average price realized for the 758 lots
in the auction, nearly $450 per lot, was almost exactly in the
middle of the range of estimated prices. We are looking forward to seeing all of you in Harrisburg in November.

TOOL EVENTS

June 2 -CRAFTS meeting Masonic Lodge, Highbridge, N.J.
June 2 - Fine Tool Journal auction sale.

June 8 - Barry Hurchalla’s Tool auction, York, PA
June 29 - Steere - Spicer’s Tool auction, North Kingstown,
RI., (401) 295-0339.
July 12 & 13 - Live Free or Die Tool auction and flea market,
Hillsboro Center, N.H. www.mjdtools.com.
July 20 - Steere - Spicer’s Tool auction, N. Kingston, RI.
Aug 7 - David Stanley general auction, UK.
www.davidstanley.com.

Fisher’s bevel square and layout tool.
glass eyes carved in both sides of an extension off the top of
the handle. The handle was clad on both sides with thick copper plates and attached with four screws in a straight line
with a fifth screw at right angles off the top screw. Although
the saw was undoubtedly labeled at one time it is no longer
legible; but the shape of the wood handle and a discussion
with a handsaws collector and researcher suggests the saw
may have been made by Woodrough and McParlin. This very
rare saw sold to an absentee bidder on the opening bid for

Sept 8 - CRAFTS picnic, Brady camp, Lamington, NJ,
tailgating starts at 8AM, catered lunch at noon.
Judged tool displays with prizes. Call Ken Vliet at
(610) 837-5933.
Sept 28 - David Stanley International Tool auction, UK.
www.davidstanley.com.
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