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February 5th, 2023 - CRAFTS Meeting Restoration expert Michael Cuba. Michael will speak 

about the use of Dendrochronology in dating antique timbers. 

The E.W. Carpenter Project  – Part 1 

by Todd Hostetter 

Emanuel Weidler Carpenter, MD was a 19th Century Wooden Plane Manufacturer in Lan-

caster, PA. EWC had numerous apprentices that later became successful plane makers in 

Lancaster County. Carpenter held 3 patents for wooden planes and had other interests, 

including a nursery of fruit trees & was a doctor of herbal medicine. 

“The E.W. Carpenter Project” began in the 1980’s by Richard “Rick” Peiffer; he researched 

plane makers of Lancaster County, had a special interest in E.W. Carpenter, and published sev-

eral articles. In recent years, I completed a few pieces of Rick’s unpublished work for use on 

the website; Rick passed away in 2016. In 1990, John Tannehill (d 2017), professor at Mil-

lersville University and William (Bill) Warner together researched, inventoried private and 

museum collections, and began writing about their findings on E.W. Carpenter and his suc-

cessors - “The E.W. Carpenter Project” remained alive. I became friends with Bill Warner be-

fore launching a Facebook Group in October 2020 and learned more about “The Project”, its’ 

unanswered questions and was willing to take over researching and writing from where Bill 

had literally “packed up their boxes of papers” after John passed away. Bill graciously shared 

much of his prior work and some unpublished work by John. Bill and I agreed to put as much 

related work as possible “under one roof” and I built a website in November 2021, in perpe-

tuity. The website also includes information about other 18th & 19th Century plane and tool 

makers from south central Pennsylvania. 

Friendly Reminder: Please remember to send your 2022-2223 dues to Stewart May if you have not done so. His address is :    

300 Winston Drive Unit 1909,  Cliffside Park, N.J. 07010 
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President’s Corner

Greetings! 

As the sun dips lower in the Autumn sky, 2022 is stead-

ily winding down. The Holidays will be upon us very 

soon. I wish you all the very happiest of Holiday cele-

brations and a happy and healthy new year! 

Thank you for your continuing membership in CRAFTS. 

You each add value and help the club continue its tra-

dition of providing interesting tool meetings and tool 

events. 

Special thanks to our authors and sponsors! Each of 

them supplies the grist that makes our mill successful. 

We invite new authors and new content. Please help 

us by contributing your knowledge and tool related 

experiences by writing an article or two s for the 

“Tool Shed”. Presentations are invited as well. If you 

have suggestions let your voices be heard! 

Check the CRAFTS Web Site! New Features have been 

recently added. Home (craftsofnj.org)  

Happy tool collecting! 

Ivan Raupp 
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage interest in 

early trades and industries, and in the identification, study, 

preservation and exhibition of tools and implements used and 

made in New Jersey as an integral part of our heritage. 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the above 

interests. Annual dues per person or couple are $15 for the 

membership year of July 1 through June 30. Membership fees 

may be sent to: Stew May, 300 Winston Dr. Unit 1909, Cliffside 

Park, NJ 07010 (write check payable to CRAFTS of New Jersey). 

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic Lodge in 

High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go north 

on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light at the High Bridge 

exit. Turn right and go about half a mile to Dennis Ave. Turn left, 

then straight to the Masonic Lodge (on the left). Tailgate sales in 

the parking lot begin at 10 A.M., meeting starts at 1 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New Jer-

sey.  Editor: Ivan Raupp, 6 Pine Court, Bloomsbury, N.J. 08804 

(908) 479-6077 - Articles, especially about early tools and 

trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Editor.  Email—

ivanraupp@aol.com
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Daniel McNamara-Montclair, N.J. 
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Rosemary Butler- Brick, N.J. 

John Cashman - Brockton, Mass. 

Douglas Genne, -Fairfax Station, Va. 

Betty Jo Hulmes-Labanon, N.J. 
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The Emanuel Weidler Carpenter Story from the “E.W. Carpenter Project”: 

In 1807, E.W. Carpenter was 16 years old – time for an Apprenticeship? 

The website shares the Carpenter family history back to the 1600’s, however, I’m fast-forwarding to E.W.’s 

beginnings in plane making. As early as 1807, we believe that E.W. Carpenter was an apprentice to Brother 

Adolph Lichtenthaler of the Lititz Moravian Community. How he began with this interest, we do not know. 

E.W., his wife, and his some of his children later joined the Moravian Church in Lancaster and were buried in

the Moravian Graveyard on Prince Street.

E. W.’s Father, Samuel Carpenter

In April 1812, Samuel Carpenter bought a house and lot of ground on the east side of North Queen Street, 

Lancaster. At the back end of this lot, we believe Emanuel W. Carpenter began making wooden planes and 

other carpenter tools. Residing in the house were Samuel’s three sons, Samuel, Jr., Emanuel and Michael. 

Michael was a turner and is believed to have turned some early plane parts for his brother Emanuel. In 

1816, Samuel Jr. moved to Lancaster, Ohio where he joined part of the Carpenter family that moved there 

some 16 years earlier. Samuel became a Justice of the Peace and lived in this house until his death in 1824. 

E.W. Carpenter moves to Maryland 

An 1813 newspaper advertisement (Political Examiner, Frederick, Maryland) shows that E.W. started a cabi-

netmaking business in Baltimore. During this time, Emanuel Carpenter made planes for his cabinetwork. It 

must be assumed that until 1820, E.W. was a cabinetmaker (before his return to Lancaster, PA).  

Emanuel met Sarah Langston of Baltimore either before his move to Baltimore or once settled there. They 

were married in Baltimore County in 1818. 
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Not much is known about E.W. Carpenter’s cabinet work, however, one example was found and photo-

graphed by Bill Warner. We attribute this to E.W.’s years in Baltimore. 

E.W.’s makers mark was found inside the rear casework of the bottom drawer. 

Father Samuel purchases another house in Lancaster, PA 

In March of 1818, Samuel Carpenter purchased another house and parcel of ground at public auction.  This 

was the property of the deceased gunsmith Frederick Fainol, located on the west side of North Queen 

Street.  This property had a “mechanics shop” on the property which became the shop where Michael Car-

penter turned chair parts and spinning wheels.  Michael lived on this property until after his father’s death 

and the property was sold (1825).   
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In this ad, E.W. is mentioned as manufacturing Copal 

Varnish. He probably learned about Copal Varnish 

working with the Moravians and used Copal Varnish in 

his early Baltimore cabinetmaking business.  While 

working in brother Michael’s shop, he probably learned 

the turning skills necessary to make knobs and screw 

arms for his planes, however, many believe that Mi-

chael did the turnings for his brother’s shop in the early 

years of E.W.’s plane making business.  

In July of 1820 , Michael placed an ad  in the Lancaster Journal that read: 

E. W. Carpenter, a “joiner” in Lancaster and his family 

In 1821, the Lancaster tax record lists E.W. as a joiner. Whether the term “joiner” is a reflection of E.W.’s 
new trade, this is the time period during which E.W. began plane making in Lancaster, Pa. 

Their first child, Samuel, was born in 1823 and their second child was born about 1825. They eventually had 
ten children, 5 girls and 5 boys, many of whom left Lancaster and settled in Ohio, Indiana, and Mississippi. 
Only John & Warner learned the trade of plane making, however, Warner would eventually be removed to 
Ohio after the death of his father. 
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E.W.’s Home & Shop, circa 1826 

A removal notice in the Lancaster Journal of May 19, 1826. E.W. was 35 years old when he purchased 
the King Tavern. This removal notice appears to be the earliest record of E.W. Carpenter as a plane 
maker in Lancaster, PA and indicates that he had an already well-established business.   

Settling father Samuel’s estate 

In order to settle Samuel’s estate, both properties on 

North Queen Street were sold at public auction. Nei-

ther Michael or E.W. chose to purchase the property 

(where they were both living) at the price set forth in 

Samuel’s will. Therefore, in June 18, 1825, Samuel’s 

property in Lancaster City, lots of ground in other 

towns, bank and turnpike stock, and other holdings 

are offered at public sale. The real estate sale of his 

father’s property placed E.W. Carpenter in a position 

of finding a new residence for his growing family.  On 

the 19th of March 1826, he purchased the former In-

dian King tavern, at South Queen Street and German 

Streets. 
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Samuel’s estate was not finally settled until the 

early 1830’s.  E.W. was also involved in other 

real estate transactions, mostly in the southern 

part of Lancaster City. One of the most inter-

esting transactions was for two lots of ground, 

known as the Slaymaker lots, which were adja-

cent to the end of his own property on south 

Prince Street.  These lots were eventually sold 

to a Queen Street neighbor, Conrad Silvius, a 

well-known edge tool maker.  This piece of 

property later became part of the Conestoga 

Mills. 

E.W. Carpenter operated his shop at this loca-

tion until his death in 1856. His wife, Sarah, 

then continued to operate his shop “in his 

name” until 1864 when she sold the house and 

lot of ground. However, Sarah’s son-in-law, Wil-

liam Kieffer and Samuel Auxer took over the 

business. About 1870, William Kieffer dropped 

off the tax records and Samuel Auxer took an-

other partner, Reuben Remley. The partnership 

of Auxer & Remley was short-lived and Samuel 

Auxer then ran the shop in his own name from 

1871 until he closed the shop in the early 

1880’s. 

The shop, located on the southwest corner of 

German and South Queen Street appears to 

have been run continuously from 1826 until the 

early 1880’s. During its 54-plus year existence, 

the shop turned out wooden planes and other 

carpenter tools that changed very little in style 

and construction. In fact, it appears that the 

same patterns and the same number stamps 

were used throughout, regardless of who oper-

ated the shop 
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 Emanuel W. Carpenter’s shop is important for the following reasons: 

1. It was an early 19th century plane making shop that ran until the end of the 19th century,

which represents the time of the demise of the wooden plane.

2. Several important early patents came from this shop.

3. The shop made good quality tools of a variety unequaled in pre-Civil War Pennsylvania.

4. E.W. was entrepreneurial and by 1840, E.W. Carpenter planes were sold in hardware stores

throughout the Mid-Atlantic region.

5. The carpenter tools produced in the shop were as good or better than any other produced at

the time.

6. The shop made a large number of custom-made planes.

It can be assumed that those who followed E.W. Carpenter were merely continuing his business. No chang-

es in the business appear to have been made following his death. As a result, a piece that bears the name of 

Kieffer & Auxer (or any of the other successors), was initially made by E.W. Carpenter. Those who followed 

in his shop continued to produce his patents, eliminating the name and date of the plane patent. Only John 

E. Carpenter, E.W. Carpenter’s son, produced an additional patent, but it seems it was not produced in asso-

ciation with the shop (although Rick Peiffer made mention of this in his writings, it has yet to be confirmed).

These are the working dates for the individuals that ran E.W. Carpenter’s shop: 

 Emanuel W. Carpenter  Pre-1824 – 1856 

 Sarah S. Carpenter  1856 – 1864 

 Kieffer & Auxer  1864 – 1870 

 Auxer & Remley  1870 – 1871 

 Samuel Auxer  1871 – 1880 (possibly a bit later) 



THE TOOLSHED—December 2022  9 

Lancaster PA in this early time 

In the first half of the nineteenth century, Lancaster County was already 100 years old. A turnpike, 61 miles 

long, had been built from Lancaster to Philadelphia during 1792-1794; it was first stone and then macadam-

ized. The Conestoga Navigation ran from Lancaster to Baltimore; this series of canals was completed by 

1829. The population of Lancaster in 1800 was 4,292 and 8,417 in 1840. (Sherman Day. Historical Collection 

of the State of Pennsylvania, 1843.) 

In an article written for the Early American Industries Association’s Chronicle, Allen Bates determined that 

the plane making industry in Lancaster, Pennsylvania could trace its roots to the latter half of the 

18th century. At least two Plane makers, Dietrich Heiss in Lancaster City and Nicklaus Schauer in Lancaster 

County, were making planes as early as the 1769 (Heiss) and Schauer began in 1790. This represents a very 

early beginning for an inland plane making industry, making it contemporary with the earliest New England 

makers and those working in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Emanuel W. Carpenter grew up in this advanced city during an early time. He had the advantage of easy 

access to Philadelphia, Baltimore, Harrisburg, and other cities. 

What’s next in Part 2 

Part 2 will include E.W. Carpenter three Patents; and his known agents in Lancaster, Philadelphia, Harris-

burg, and Cincinnati, OH. Although, E.W. used English made irons in most of his career, he did test several 

American-made irons. E.W. also was educated in medicine and marketed a vegetable remedy and grew 

fruit trees as a hobby. I will elaborate on each of these areas in the final section on E.W. Carpenter, MD. 

About the Author: Todd is a hobbyist woodworker and tool collector, whom over the years gained an ap-

preciation of our forefather craftsman, joiners, toolmakers, carpenters and many of the 1700’s and 1800’s 

“professions”. Having grandfathers in the trades (patternmaker, plumber) and a father that was known as a 

gunsmith (although it was his “side-hustle” to selling sporting goods), he often was found side-by-side with 

them in their respective shops. By the 1960’s, he began collecting country-primitive antiques and read 

books by Eric Sloane, a Connecticut illustrator. A lifelong career in clinical ophthalmic technology and later, 

corporate eyecare sales & marketing, afforded him to stay local to south-central Pennsylvania. In 1980, he 

found himself working in Lancaster County, and although not focused on tool collecting, he attended some 

homebuilding schools, and restored a home , then built a timber frame home in his spare time. Fast for-

ward to about 2015, he became enamored with the early history of Lancaster; and in 2019, was now a 

more serious tool collector and began networking with like-minded folks. His current tool interest is that of 

south-central Pennsylvania plane makers, centered around E. W. Carpenter. 

Recognition of the founders of the EWC Project: In the early 1980’s, Rick Pieffer began and carried out his 

version of “The E.W. Carpenter Project” until his death; he also published several articles on Lancaster 

County plane makers.  Bill Warner and Professor John Tannehill took over Rick’s work and with additional 

years, published more articles about E.W. Carpenter and his plane making shop. After John’s death and Bill 

moving to the state of Indiana, the project lay dormant for many years.  
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The Passing of Herb Kean, a CRAFTS founder, educator, tool restorer, author and good friend. 

By Bob Garay 

 Herb Kean passed away quietly with his family October 9, 2022. He was hoping to make it to his 95th birth-

day which is Oct 27th. That is quite a lifetime for anyone, and Herb filled his life with all he could muster. As 

a youngster in high school he worked afternoons in a factory to support the war effort. Here he developed 

some of the interests that would return later in his life. Also 

while in high school he met the love of his live – Doris, who 

he later married and raised a daughter and son with.  

After high school he hitchhiked to the west coast to find a job 

with a logging company to become a lumberjack. Quite the 

goal for a young lad from the city – suburbs of northern New 

Jersey. Yet he did well at it and stayed for a few years. Yet as 

a young man often does, he wanted to see more in life so he 

hitchhiked back east and found himself enlisting into the Ar-

my after the war had ended. He was handpicked to become 

one of the elite units of high mountaineers to patrol our 

northern borders. During this time the cold war with Russia 

was just beginning and we figured we needed to protect the 

possibility of any invasion from the north thru the Rocky 

Mountains. This was a dangerous and adventurous job for any young man, but it was also a top secret regi-

ment.  

After his enlistment was up, he used the GI bill to attend Penn State to become a Forest Ranger. Upon grad-

uation he married his high school sweetheart Doris, and together they moved to Maryland as Herb became 

employed by the Forest Services on the coast. During the 1950’s this was a desolate area and they were 

often on their own. Not the kind of life a young women from NJ thought as perfect.  

Thus Herb moved back to north NJ and found a job working as a salesman for an electrical company having 

contracts with NASA. To help with this new profession Herb went back to college to get his Masters in Elec-

trical Engineering and eventually bought the company he worked for. He had many contracts with NASA 

and worked closely with the Apollo Mission flights. It was during this time that Herb helped his wife Doris 

with a decorating job she was doing. She had to decorate an office space in a manly way. Thus she suggest-

ed using antique tools and Herb was enlisted to help her. This was the beginning of a second life for Herb as 

he fell in love with collecting, restoring and dealing antique tools. He sold his Electrical Company and 

opened up an antique shop in Andover, NJ in his retirement.  

It wasn’t until Todd’s interest in 2019 and connection with Bill Warner that he reignited “The Project” with 

new research, a Face Book Group in 2020 and website in 2021. The work of the above three gentlemen, 

historians, and collectors cannot be understated, as without their foundational work, this vast project 

would not be where it’s at today.       https://lancasterwoodplanes.wordpress.com/  
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He would travel the New England states to find antiques – and especially antique tools for his shop. Doris 

would always accompany him on these trips and this offered a close bonding relationship as she supported 

his antiquing. During this time he wrote for the CRAFTS Tool Shed newsletter with his “Kean Kuttings” sto-

ries, featuring tools and his journeys. Anyone who has read them will understand the exploits he and Doris 

encountered during these antiquing trips. During this time he co-authored a book on collecting antique 

tools with his friend Emil Pollack. He also wrote a book on restoring antique tools and a price guide for an-

tique tools. All very helpful for the young antique tool collector. His skill as an antique tool restorer and tool 

maker was well known. He was a talented woodworker with a fine wood carving talent. He also was a 

skilled machinist and made beautiful plumb bobs on his metalworking lathe.  

Herb was a founding member of CRAFTS and belonged to other antique tool groups across the country. He 

attended some of the original antique tool auctions in New Hampshire with Richard Crane and the Brown 

Auction when they first started selling antique tools. He knew all the old time tool dealers and collectors of 

the 1970’s and 80’s. He was president of CRAFTS for one year when he organized a gala dinner for all past 

presidents and directors of CRAFTS up to that time. It was a splendid suit and tie event with spouses and 

great comradeship. Herb restored and sold tools through his senior years up to just a few years ago mostly 

on eBay. He said it gave him something to do and kept his mind and hand skills sharp. He said when he 

could no longer work on tools he would like to write his life memoirs. And so he did. A few years ago Herb 

started the modest goal of writing 100 stories about his life’s happenings. If you knew Herb you knew he 

was a great story teller and writer. Once he reached 100 stories he continued writing until at last count he 

had amassed over 275 life stories. Hearing and reading these stories anyone would realize Herb led a full 

life. In my opinion he is a good representative of the greatest generation we often hear about. He was quite 

a man.  

Editor’s Note: The link below will take you to the beautiful tribute to Herb written by his daughter Barbara. 

 Obituary of Herbert Paul Kean

Herb educating the next generation and some of the unique and whimsical wooden tools that he designed and fashioned. 

https://danglerfuneralhomes.com/tribute/details/3791/Herbert-Kean/obituary.html
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CRAFTS Annual Picnic September 12th, 2022 

The CRAFTS annual picnic was held on September 12th at Camp Tecumseh. Sixty members signed up. Un-

fortunately, it was raining heavily but all attendees were able to set up their tables indoors in the spa-

cious “Long House”. Lots of lively tool selling took place with ample space for all.  

A fine luncheon followed at 12:00 p.m. The food was delicious. After lunch, a raffle was held with $77 in 

proceeds  donated to Camp Tecumseh. Prizes were drawn for several of the ladies in attendance. 

There were several fine displays. Pat Ryan won first prize for his watch makers lathes. Bob Garay won sec-

ond prize for his Nordic braces. Prizes were awarded to Garret Vliet for his display of “tools” made from 

files . Josh Kavett won a prize for his rare vise. Bob Garay did a find job reviewing the “what’s its”. 

Capping off the day was the “Presidents Award” which was received by Pat Ryan for his leadership in the 

annual CRAFTS auction and his many years of faithful service to CRAFTS in election events and in provid-

ing refreshments at club meetings. 

CRAFTS September 2022 Picnic Photo Gallery 
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Bob Garay’s Rare Star Saw 

Pat Ryan’s First place watch maker’s lathe exhibit. Bob Garay’s Second Place Nordic Brace Exhibit 

Rare Level Exhibit 

Josh Kavett : Most Beautiful Tool 
Josh Kavett: Most Unusual Tool 
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ReToolCo.com - A Marketplace for Tools 

Online marketplaces have been around since the internet boom of the late 1990’s, connecting people to buy 
and sell their goods to one another. E-commerce giants like eBay, Amazon and Craigslist have been around 
since the dawn of it all and continue to hold the lion’s share of the market.  

For a time, it seemed like we were entering a modern era of monopolies. Just like Standard Oil, U.S. Steel 
and others dominated during the Industrial Revolution - Amazon, eBay and the likes came roaring out of the 
internet boom with a stranglehold on e-commerce. How could any new comer compete with these Goliaths?  

Since 1962, we’ve lived in a bundled world of big box stores when Walmart, Target and K-Mart first opened 
their doors, and that same mentality of one-size-fits-all found its way into e-commerce from the onset. At 
last, consumers have spoken and we are now in an era of “unbundling. Simply put, the marketplaces that 
have dominated the internet have not been able to pay attention to their vast user base and the diverse buying 
and selling needs that go along with it. The lack of focus on individual needs has left buyers and sellers seek-
ing a more personalized experience.  

Countless marketplaces have decided to “break out” by providing better buying experiences and a platform 
that is easy for sellers to use.  ReTool, a marketplace for, you guessed it - tools.  As users, collectors, admir-
ers of tools and as men and women whose livelihoods often depend on the tools we use, we deserve an online 
platform that caters to our needs. We deserve not to be ripped off by high fees. We deserve a platform that is 
built and operated by people who have the knowledge and understanding of the products that are being 
bought and sold. We deserve an experience as both buyers and sellers that is as easy, seamless and as trust-
worthy as any other great specialized platform.  

Our community is a strong one. From tool swaps and auctions, to online forums and Facebook groups, there 
is no shortage of enthusiasm, useful information and helpful advice that we can lend to one another.  So why 
do we leave our internet buying and selling experiences in the hands of online mega malls that don’t even 
know what a bench plane is? Why do we need to search high and low for quality tools from sellers that offer 
high quality service? We should hold the same high expectations of our online shopping experience that so 
many other people are benefiting from every day on platforms that cater to their specific needs. 

ReTool is young, but it is growing. Launched earlier this year, there has been a lot of excitement surrounding 
the idea of an online marketplace dedicated to tools and it has been well received. Sales have grown steadily 
and so has the catalog. The fees are low to use the platform. Sellers simply pay the PayPal transaction fees 
and nothing more. Buyers pay a Buyer Protection Fee of 3.5% + $0.75 per purchase, which ensures their pur-
chase arrives to them on time and in the condition it was described, and if not, ReTool has got it covered - no 
hassles.  

Many marketplace revolutions have taken place, and it’s time for a revolution of our own. So what are you 
waiting for? Join the first and only online marketplace dedicated to tools and the folks that love ‘em and use 
‘em at retoolco.com 

Follow on Facebook or Instagram @retoolco. Contact support@retoolco.com for inquires. 

“Heard on the Street”: The place where new ideas are featured 

http://retoolco.com/
http://retoolco.com/
http://retoolco.com/
mailto:support@retoolco.com
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“Oldies but Goodies”...Good Memories from past “Tool Shed” authors! 

A BLANKET AUCTION No, it's not an auction of blankets. It's an auction of blankets full of stuff. My son, Steve, told me about 

my first one last year. Things up his way (in Maine) are a little more laid back than they are here; and some types of tools are 

plentiful there. This might account for the rather casual attitude taken toward these tools in the more rural areas. But, if you 

get a chance to attend one of these auctions, you might not believe what you are seeing.  

Picture a chilly morning with everyone standing outside a barn full of auction lots (in this case tools). At some random hour, 

when there is enough of a crowd formed, the doors of the barn are opened, and the auctioneer mounts his stool. There is no 

P.A. system, so everyone bunches up close for visibility (and warmth).  

The first item that you see is a blanket thrown on the ground directly in front of the auctioneer. Then a stream of runners 

emerges from the barn carrying tools. Each, in turn, holds up his tool; the auctioneer quickly describes it, and then asks for 

bids. Whether he gets a bid or not, the tool is placed (or thrown) on the blanket and the next runner repeats the same rou-

tine with his tool.  

It takes a few minutes to grasp the fact that the bidding is cumulative for all the tools on the blanket. Now this technique is 

used occasionally in our area when a piece doesn't "open" due to a lack of interest. The auctioneer, rather than withdrawing 

the piece, will put another lot with it, and bid both lots together. But never will he bid 20 or more Jots simultaneously as with 

the blanket auction! There is little chance of keeping track of what the total blanket value is; it just moves too fast. You must 

"gut feel" it. The price is very low when this kind of risk is present.  

I asked Steve, "How long do they keep throwing stuff on the blanket?" His answer was, "Until it gets too heavy, or it reaches 

$100---- whichever comes first." I was too shocked to bid, but Steve wasn't. He got the first three blankets for $75, $85 and 

$120----the third blanket had molding planes. The tools from the three lots completely covered the floor of his van. A bas-

ketful is an awesome "box lot"!  

The better items were individually bid on, but I couldn't get interested in anything until! saw the blanket thrown down again. 

This time I decided to keep a running count of the total value. The blanket hit maximum weight before the $100 limit. There 

were at least 10 spuds, 10 axes, 5 adzes and who knows what else. The bid was $80, and my tally showed around $150. It 

seemed to me we should bid, so I poked Steve, but he just shook me off. "The van won't take the weight," was his only com-

ment. I felt that we should make two trips, but by the time I got out this explanation, the lot was sold. Steve did then agree 

to come back for a second pick up, so I was in my glory on the next blanket lot. They were all cooper's tools, but they hit the 

$100 mark before the weight limit, so the runners did not add any more to the fifteen or so pieces that were already on the 

blanket. Another fellow and I just bid from there. 

 Steve and I ended up with two vanloads of rather average lots, and about 20 pieces that were real winners: e.g., an ivory 

and ebony hat sizer---written up in the CHRONICLE. The last lot was the horse weathervane on top of the barn. It was pretty 

old, and in decent shape. The auctioneer announced that whoever won the bid would have to climb up and hacksaw it down. 

Needless to say, the bidding was not energetic. Steve won it and promised to cut it down when he came back the next day.  

As the farm we were at was somewhat of an historical item in the county, the local "weekly" reporter came out the next day 

to take a picture of Steve cutting down the weathervane. He made it into an "end-of-an-era" story. 

 Now here's the wrap up. A movie company, shooting on location nearby, saw the picture in the paper and got in touch with 

Steve to rent the weathervane. When they came to his shop to pick it up, they saw all kinds of Americana that they "had to 

have". (Money doesn't seem to be any object with these people.) So, Steve got to pay for all those tools with the rental mon-

ey. And in a couple of weeks, he got the weathervane and the rest of the Americana back to sell again.  

We should all be so lucky! THE TOOL SHED - JUNE 1991 - 











Want to Place an Ad
Here

The ToolShed is viewed by 400+
Readers each Quarter

Full page $200 ($50/issue)

Half page $100 ($25/issue)

One-fourth page $50 (12.50/issue)

One-eighth page $25 ($6.25/issue)

Please contact Anton Pecha @
njwoodwright@gmail.com



 

THE TOOLSHED—December 2022                                                   

TOOL EVENTS  

November 8-9, 2022: Alderfer Online Auction of the Hand 
Tool Collection of Fred West, Jr. Part 1 and Part 2 (pick up 
in Hatfield, PA) 

November 12, 2022: Horst Antique Tool Auction in Ephra-
ta, PA 

November 24, 2022: David Stanley Auction in Osgathorpe, 
Leicestershire, England 

December 6-7, 2022: Martin J. Donnelly Auction (online 
only) 

January 3-4, 2023: Martin J. Donnelly Auction (online only) 

January 21, 2023: Jacktown-Blue Mountain Antique Gas & 
Steam Engine Association Snow Show in Bangor, PA 

January 26, 2023: David Stanley Auction in Osgathorpe, 
Leicestershire, England 

February 7-8, 2023: Martin J. Donnelly Auction (online only) 

February 16-18, 2023: 34th Annual Air Works Consignment 
Auction in Millersburg, OH, including antique tools 

March 18, 2023: PAST Tool Collectors Spring Tool Show in 
Spreckels, CA 

March 31-April 1, 2023: 62nd Brown Tool Auction in 
York, PA 

 

 

CRAFTS of New Jersey   

15 N. River Styx Rd. 

Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

Help With Tool Collections - Assist with tool collection. Finding buyers for your 

tools, total shop cleanouts. Call Bob Garay (201)874-2568 - takead-

ip@optonline.net 

Authentic Tools for traditional trades – jane@shorthillstudio.com 

www.TimelessToolsandTreasures.com  - 603-588-2603 

Need Help disposing of your tools or home items?  Entire or partial house clean-

outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710. 

JIMBODETOOLS.COM – The largest antique tool website on earth buying and 

selling fine antique tools.  Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or email 

jim@jimbodetools.com.  

The Tool Exchange –Australia’s home of fine old tools for sale.  Our website has 

over 18,000 photos of tools.  We ship to over 30 countries. 

www.toolexchange.com.au   

Check Out – Tom Lamond’s yesteryearstools.com, an internet magazine on hand 

tools, their makers and their markings. 

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop -2000+ antique tools -Oak Ridge, NJ. 973-

879-1101.ebay.com/str/

whitneyhouseantiques,InstAgram:@whitneyhousetoolshop. 

Wanted - Stanley rules in Very Good to Fine condition:  Nos. 14 (6", 2f), 73, 

76C, 77, 83;Lufkin Rule #2061 (3F with Level & Plumb); St. Johnsbury Bevels; 

Unique MF Cast Iron Levels.  Stew May, stewart.may21@gmail.com  

Wanted - Better planes by Grant, Marley, Alford, J.Stiles, SE  Jones, C.Allen, 
Tobey, Oothoudt, Jamain, Douglass. E.Baldwin, Call - Joe  Hauck, 908-236-
2072.   
 Carving classes in Camden, Maine - Taught by top artisans in the USA. Held at 
the Coastal Maine Traditional Arts Workshop: www.MaineCoastWorkshop.com                                                   
Learn to turn a wood bowl -  Want to get into woodturning or increase your 
current skills?  Contact Bob Amarant of the NJ Woodturners for private les-
sons.   BobAmarant@gmail.com  

https://www.alderferauction.com/auctions/detail/bw90813
https://www.alderferauction.com/auctions/detail/bw90849
https://www.horstauction.com/tool-auctions/upcoming-tool-auctions/november-12-2022-antique-tool-auction/
https://www.davidstanley.com/auctions/
https://www.mjdtools.com/Auctions.php
https://www.mjdtools.com/Auctions.php
https://www.jacktown.org/
https://www.davidstanley.com/auctions/
https://www.mjdtools.com/Auctions.php
https://www.airworksauction.com/view-auction/2023%20Spring%20Air%20Works%20Consignment%20Auction/
https://www.airworksauction.com/view-auction/2023%20Spring%20Air%20Works%20Consignment%20Auction/
http://www.pasttools.org/
https://www.finetoolj.com/auction/current-auction-details



