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 New Jersey is 

well known for its early tool mak-

ers. Perhaps a not so well-known 

area of NJ tool making is the various early wrench 

makers. Most tool collectors are familiar with Pe-

ter Lowentraut of Newark, New Jersey who found-

ed his company in 1871 and around 1901 incorpo-

rated the company as P. Lowentraut MFG Co. 

Lowentraut is known for their manufacture of the 

Samson self-adjusting wrench patented by J. W. 

Calef April 13, 1890 patent 226,490 and March 6, 

1883 patent 273,461. Lowentraut manufactured 

the Eureka adjustable alligator wrench patented 

April 8, 1884, patent 296,540 by Dwight M. De 

Silva.  

 Various brace 

wrenches were man-

ufactured by Low-

entraut. Samuel J. 

Johnston held 3 pa-

tents, December 4, 

1894, patent 

530,419, March 29, 

1898, patent 

601,302, May 21, 

1901, patent 

674,735.   Bicycle 

wrenches were part 

of the Lowentraut 

wrench offerings. 

 The following are 

some of the lesser known New Jer-

sey wrench patent holders and the 

manufactures of those patented wrenches.  

 Haddon & Campbell of Elizabeth, NJ., Had-

don & Campbell doesn’t appear in “Kenneth L. 

Cope’s” “American Wrench Makers 1830 – 

1930”. They produced a screw adjust wrench pa-

tented by Daniel Campbell and William Saul both 

from Elizabeth, NJ., the patent was issued October 

4, 1870 patent 107,871. The wrench has an unusu-

al lower jaw design and main bar design. The low-

er jaw doesn’t have a lower wrapper to hold the 

moveable jaw to the main bar of the wrench. The 

main bar of the wrench is unique with a “V” 

shaped face that holds the moveable jaw in align-

ment. The knurled thumb wheel on the adjusting 

screw is oversized compared to most other screw 

adjustable wrenches. The patent depicts a hollow 

upper jaw and main bar for possibly holding oil or 

maybe just weight savings, my wrench doesn’t 

have this feature. I obtained this wrench several 

years ago at a CRAFTS auction. Money well spent 

in my opinion as I haven’t seen another one. The 

wrench pictured is 11 ¾ inches long.  
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage in-

terest in early trades and industries, and in the identification, 
study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implements 

used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of our herit-

age. 

 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the 

above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are $15 for 

the membership year of July 1 through June 30. Membership 

fees may be sent to: Stew May, 300 Winston Dr. Unit 1909, 

Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 (write check payable to CRAFTS 

of New Jersey). 

 
CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic 

Lodge in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at 

Clinton. Go north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light 

at the High Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile 

to Dennis Ave. Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge 

(on the left). Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 

A.M., meeting starts at 1 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Editor: Bob Garay 15 N. River Styx Rd. Hopatcong, 

NJ 07843—(973)398-5875 - Articles, especially about early 

tools and trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Edi-
tor.  Email—takeadip@optonline.net 

 

CRAFTS WEBSITE 

www.craftsofnj.org 
 

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activ-
ities including: meeting schedules,  Tool Shed articles, etc. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

John Kornish   Metuchen, NJ 

Scott Heist    Flemington, NJ 

Robert M. Wolfertz Rosemont, NJ 

Jay Harris    Glenside, PA 

Jim Terapane*   Greenfield, MA 

*Representing the “Museum of Our Industrial 

Heritage” 

President’s Corner 

Dues Notice: In July we sent you a dues notice. If you 
have not paid your 2019 dues, this will be your last Tool 

Shed and your membership will expire. We value your 

member-ship. The first and most efficient method to pay 

your dues is online. Payment can easily be made through 
Crafts Director, Jim Bode’s secure website, by directly 

clicking on the following link or copying and pasting it 

into your browser: https://www.jimbodetools.com/
products/crafts-one-year-membership-crafts  

Or you can forward a check for $15 to:  

 Stewart May  
 300 Winston Drive, Unit 1909  

 Cliffside Park, NJ 07010  

 

Happy September to all CRAFTS Members! 

I hope you are doing well and looking forward to our 
picnic soon to be held at Camp Tecumseh on September 

8th. John Czekaj has locked in another great menu and 

has held prices at $16 per head, last year's rate. With luck 
we should be outside in the field where we can all enjoy 

this fun day. Thank you John!  

Meantime, James Travis and Scott Fulmer, working to-

gether, have kept the CRAFTS web site dynamic and 

packed with new information.  You may have noticed 
that “auction prices realized” from our 2019 auction have 

been added. Also, the library of "Tool Shed"  back issues 

is now pretty much complete from Feb 1978 through Sep 
2017! Ed Rentsch scanned many of the “Tool Sheds” to 

help make this happen. This is a major achievement! 

What a wealth of information! Thank you James, Scott!, 

and Ed. I hope each of you check out the CRAFTS web 

site when you get a chance.  

Bob Gary and I recently completed an audit with Ed 

Rentsch of the CRAFTS financial records for fiscal year 

2018. (FY 2018 ends on June 30, 2019). We found that 
the records are carefully maintained and everything is in 

good order! Some productive discussions resulted from 

the audit and several improvement areas were identified. 

Thank you Bob and Ed!  

Anton Pecha has initiated a strong start to develop paid 
advertising in the "Tool Shed".  At last review he has 

added $250 needed dollars to CRAFTS coffers. This is a 

first for CRAFTS! Please offer Anton your ideas as to 
how we can  help promote this new service and reach 

new tool vendors . His e-mail is: njwood-

wright@gmail.com Thank you Anton! Many thanks to 
our great advertisers and to Jim Bode for helping make 

this idea a reality. 

javascript:addSender(%22ivanraupp@aol.com%22)
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(Cont. on pg. 4) 

Continued from pg. 1 

 Another wrench patented by New Jersey resi-

dents is Patent 285,449, issued on September 25, 

1883. The patent was issued to Charles D. Wells 

and Charles A. Newlin of Millville, New Jersey. 

Some Wells and Newlin patented wrenches are 

marked Novel Wrench Co. Philadelphia, PA. Dur-

ing my research I discovered a listing for a Novel 

Wrench Company whose Charter was declared as 

lapsed by New Jersey in 1894 for failure to pay the 

company charter dues for two consecutive years. So 

maybe not a New Jersey made wrench but patented 

by New Jersey residents. This wrench has a quick 

adjustment feature with a spring-loaded pawl that 

engages rack type teeth on the main bar. There is a 

fine adjustment that is made with a screw style ad-

juster. The wrenches pictured are 13 inches long 

and 6 inches long. 

 Charles F. Mueller of Elizabeth, NJ was issued 

Patent 1,376,721 on May 3, 1921. The wrench has 

the general appearance of a crescent style adjusta-

ble wrench, but the adjustment feature is totally dif-

ferent. There is a screw adjustment in place of the 

normal worm screw inset into the jaw area of the 

wrench. The wrench is referred to as the Holtyte 

Wrench and was manufactured by Braunsdorf 

Mueller Corporation Elizabeth, NJ. The wrench 

pictured is 6 inches long.  

 George E. Clow and Benjamin Clow of Jersey 

City, NJ received a wrench patent September 9, 

1890, patent 436,073. Their wrenches were manu-

factured by Rouse Manufacturing Company Jersey 

City, NJ. The patent is for a twist handle style of 

Above - Wells & Newlin patent drawing of their wrench.  

Above - Two wrenches by NJ residents Wells & Newlin.  

Above - Patent drawing for wrench patented by Mueller and 

made by Braunsdorf Mueller Corp. of Elizabeth, NJ. 

Below - Above patented wrench made by Braunsdorf 

Mueller Corp. 

Above - Patent drawing of wrench patented by Clow & 

Clow of Jersey City, NJ. 
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adjustable wrench. The wrench pictured is 5 ¼ 

inches long.  

 Adrian Hitt of Jersey City, NJ patented a quick 

adjust wrench that was made in a bicycle wrench 

size and a full-sized version for machinery use. The 

patent was issued on May 19, 1891, patent 

452,410. This patent has a spring-loaded lower jaw 

assembly and worm screw that engages teeth on 

the main bar of the wrench. The worm screw can 

be disengaged from the main bar teeth for quick 

adjustment and the worm screw allows for fine ad-

justment. The wrenches were manufactured by sev-

eral NJ companies, Cobin Manufacturing Company 

and Imperial Manufacturing Company both located 

in Jersey City, NJ. The wrenches pictured are 4 7/8 

inches long and 8 inches long.  
 

Patent images in the article are from 

 DATAMP.orgwebsite 

Above - Wrench by Clow & Clow of Jersey City, NJ.  

Above top - Patent drawing of Hitt patent wrench.  

Above bottom - Two wrenches patented by Hitt of Jer-

sey City, NJ 

CRAFTS Picnic Sept 8 - Camp Tecumseh, 445 Mechlin Corner Rd. Pittstown, NJ  

 

Any member can set up to tailgate for free. So bring some tables and put out 

some tools to get extra cash to buy more unique antique tools.  

 

When the camp ground is reached drive straight past the lake on the right and 

straight into the field for tailgating. Someone will be there to assist & guide. If the 
weather is inclement we will be able to locate in the large auditorium as last year.  

 

DISPLAYS – Set up prior to 11 am in cafeteria  - Antique tools are offered as prizes for the best displays.  

 Set up a organized display of tools following a theme. Also a “1 Tool Display” can be set up by members to 
 exhibit . Display tables are provided. 

 

Criteria for judging is based on a neat structured presentation of the tools with infor-

mation for the viewers.   

 CONTESTS –  
 Win Antique Tool Prizes; Bring Your: 

 Most Unusual Tool   Make-Do Tool or Repair 
 Ugliest Tool   Most Beautiful Tool 

 

Best of all bring your appetite,  

as the food will be GREAT! 
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Continued on pg. 6 

A COMBINED INK ERASER, ENVELOPE OPENER, 

AND PENCIL SHARPENER 
By Philip Stanley 
 

 Two desk accessories frequently encountered in 19th-

century household accumulations are ink erasers and en-

velope openers. Both were at one time common articles to 
be found in or on a desk, but have since been supplanted 

by other methods of performing their tasks. 

In the 19th century scraping was by far the most com-
mon method for removing ink from a page.  The usual 

tool for this was a small leaf-shaped blade with a handle.  

These are frequently encountered in accumulations of 
“old stuff”, and 

are easily rec-

ognized (see 

Fig. 1) 
 Sometimes, 

due to their 

shape these are misidentified as “fleams”,  instruments 
used by physicians to “bleed” their patients, but actual 

fleams have a much different appearance, resembling a 

short knife with a curved blade. 
With the adoption in the 1840's of a separate sealed 

envelope for correspondence, it became desirable to have 

an instrument for opening the envelope to extract the let-

ter.  The most common such tool is the familiar letter 
opener we use today, a slightly dull knife which can be 

inserted under the flap and, tear the flap from the body of 

the envelope, thus opening it.  Spellerberg1,2 describes the 
history and variety of this type of letter opener at some 

length in his book on desk accessories. 

While most common, the knife form is not the only 

type of letter opener, however.  Human inventiveness be-
ing what it is, other forms, more or less different are also 

encountered.  Some would open an envelope by trimming 

a thin strip off its edge; others would still slit the edge of 
the of the envelope, but would adopt some non-knifelike 

configuration to achieve this end.. 

The device discussed here (see Fig. 2) was found at a 
Massachusetts flea market this spring, and is a combina-

tion of an ink scraper, a knife for sharpening pencils, and 

one of those non-knifelike means of slitting the edge of an 

envelope mentioned above - a sort of universal desk tool. 

 It is 7-1/4” long overall, consisting of a sharpened 2-
1/4" steel blade with three different edge shapes, all 

sharpened, fastened by two metal plates to a 5" rosewood 

or ebony handle.  The steel blade, on its back edge (the 

edge closest to the handle), is deeply concave, with two 
sharp barbs or points at its extremities.  These points are 

aligned with the edges of the handle, almost touching it.  

The front of the blade has two other edges, a convex one 
on one side, and a second concave one on the other.  The 

convex edge is for scraping ink off of paper, as described 

above; the concave one is for sharpening pencils.  The 
points and edges of the other concave edge on the back 

are for slitting open envelopes, as follows: A point is in-

serted under the end of the envelope flap, with the handle 

parallel to the envelope edge (The handle has shallow 
groves down each side to help keep the tool aligned with 

the envelope).  The tool is then slid down the edge of the 

envelope, keeping the point under the flap (see Fig. 3).  
As it slides down the envelope, the blade edge adjacent to 

the point neatly slits the envelope open. 

 

 There is no indication as to who was the maker of this 

tool, nor of when it was made - no markings of any kind; 

no dates or numbers.  It is obviously factory made; the 

design and workmanship clearly mark it as commercially 
manufactured, but as to who and when there is no clue. 

There is one possibility, however.  In 1869 a US Pa-

tent 3 (see Fig. 4) for a small envelope-opener and eraser 
was issued to Charles B. Stephens, of Riverton CT (a 

member of the Stephens family of rulemakers).  This de-

vice embodied the same method of opening envelopes as 
that in the combination tool described above: sliding a 

barbed edge along the edge of the envelope. 

This device, as produced (see Fig. 5), differs in sever-

al ways from the combination tool.  It is smaller, perhaps 
4-1/2" long.  It has a rubber pencil-eraser at its far end, 

and is not adapted to sharpening pencils.  Several exam-

ples have been observed, differing as to the material used 
for the handle.  Rosewood, walnut, ebony, and ivory ex-

amples have all been noted . 

Figure 1 - A 19th century ink scraper. 

Figure 2 - Recently found universal desk tool. 

Figure 3 - Slitting open an envelope.  
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  Considering the similarities between the combi-

nation tool and the Stephens envelope-opener, it is 

possible that both were products of the same maker 
(presumably the Stephens rule factory).  The most 

significant similarity being the shape of the plates 

joining the blade to the handle (see the examples in 
Figs 2 and 5).  Also, it would have been unlikely that 

some other maker could have produced the combina-

tion tool in contravention of Stephens patent.  That 

patent very specifically lists the crescent-shaped 
blade as the first claim for originality, stating: 

 

I claim as new, and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent: --- 

1. The eraser-blade, A, (with 

one or more points, B), in combi-

nation with a grooved handle, and 

operating substantially as de-

scribed, for the purposes set forth. 

2.  . . . 
 

The combination tool could not have been produced 

before the Stephens envelope-opener.  If the eraser-
blade were not original with Stephens, the patent ex-

aminer would not have permitted him to claim it as 

his invention.  That being the case, the combination 

tool is probably an improvement/variation on the 
original design, also produced by Stephens. 

If I had to guess, the combination tool dates from 

somewhere between 1870 and 1885. 
 

References 

1 Spellerberg, Ian.  “Reading & Writing Accesso-
ries - A Study of Paper-Knives, Paper Fold-

ers, Letter Openers, and Mythical Page Turn-

ers,”.  New Zealand, Cadsonbury Publica-

tions, 2015 
2 Spellerberg, Ian.  “Cutting Edge - A Brief Histo-

ry of the Origin and Design of Letter Open-

ers”,  ANTIQUES JOURNAL, March 2016, pp. 
42-43 

3 “Improvement in Envelope-Openers,” U.S. Pa-

tent no. 96,845, issued to Charles B. Ste-

phens, of Riverton CT, on November 16, 
1869. 

 

Figure 4 - Stephen’s patent for a “Envelop-Opener”.  

Figure - Stephen’s Envelope-opener and Eraser.  

CRAFTS Tool Shed Now Taking Ads 
 

Tool Sheds go out the first week of March, June, September, & December. Ads only appear in our emailed 

copy of the Tool Shed. About 400 members.  

 
Ads should be emailed to Anton Pecha - njwoodwright@gmail.com.  

 

Ads should be of appropriate size for payment.  
 full page    $200/year  ($50/issue)    

 one-half page   $100/year  ($25/issue)    

 one-fourth page   $50/year   ($12.50/issue)   
 one-eighth page  $25 /year  ($6.25/issue) - business card 

 

Payments to be paid at ad time. Send check made out to CRAFTS to -  

Anton Pecha, 6 Overlook Ave. Randolph, NJ 07869 

Sample business card ad.  

https://mymail.optimum.net/appsuite/#
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Continued on page 8 

The Geometric Saw Co., Inc. 
by Bill Chambers 

 
  One of the rarer handsaw types sought out by collec-
tors are the Combination saws. As implied, these saws 

wear many hats. Not content with just being a wood saw 

alone, this type of saw makes attempts to do more. One 

of the major additions to this saw is the ability to utilize a 
level gauge to help 

level the back of the 

blade for marking if 
needed. Also the 

addition of a ruler 

printed along the 

blade back and a 
square built in help 

reduce the need for 

a square and meas-
uring device. 

  While there have been a number of manufacturers 

who produced combination saws, there are some manu-
facturers who were not main line saw makers like Dis-

ston, Atkins and Simonds but who also produced and 

sometimes patented their products. One of these was the 

Geometric Saw Co., Inc. of Albany, NY.  
  Listed in the saw blade etch is their name Geometric 

Saw Co., Inc. of Albany NY. The saw model itself is the 

“Layout Hand Saw”. It also has both “Pat App. For” and 
“Made in USA” blade etches.  

  In 40 years of handsaw collecting, I can count the 

number of specimens I’ve seen on my fingers with my 
thumbs left over. Rare is definitely a good word to use 

here. With so few examples to base any information on, it 

was with glee that in examining a Geometric saw listed 
on EBAY, that I perceived a closer inspection was in or-

der. As an already owner of a fine example of the saw, I 

have usually passed on any real examination of other of-

ferings. I mean, they’re all the same, right? Wrong!  
  Closer examination showed this model to have been 

made without the name GEOMETRIC stamped in the 

grip on the handle. What? Also, the handle material used 
is a marbled plas-

tic cast in the 

same exact mold 
but not made in 

“Bakelite™” col-

or brown as is the 

earlier version. 
Hmmm. On fur-

ther investigation, 

it seems that dur-
ing its production 

run, the “Layout Hand Saw”, as it was named, evolved to 

suit changing times. With “Bakelite™ brown” being the 
original color choice in handle material, changing fashion 

made marbling, in time, its replacement. So now in my 

collection there are 2 Geometric “Layout Hand Saws”.  

  The real challenge here is to try and ascertain when 
the respective versions were produced. An examination 

of the V.2 handle’s sides show sunken lines indicating a 

thinner cast possibly still using a Tenite™ formulation. A 
testing of both saws proved negative for the use of 

“Bakelite” as handle material. In the post-war period, 

Tenite™ was the most popular “plastic” material used in 

industry. Disston’s first Nylon™ handled saw was not 
produced until 1957 and ABS plastics were introduced in 

the 1960s. These facts also place the V.2 model saw as 

being “Tenite” if made in the later 1940s to late 1950s 
era.  

Above - Geometric Saw Co. version - 1 (V.1) with the heav-

ier well constructed Tenite handle It has plumb & level vials 

imbedded in the handle. It also has a 24” rule and square and 

a bevel gauge with different angles marked off at the top 

horn.  

Above - Geometric Saw Co. version - 2 (V.2). It has the 

same combination saw features of version 1 saw but having 

a handle with cost saving features.  
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  In Erv Shaffer’s book Hand Saw Makers of North 

America, he lists the Geometric saw as a “c.1960s” 

product. That’s a possibility in referring to version V.2 
but certainly is less applicable to version V.1. I now 

believe that the HSMNA “c.1960s” production date 

estimate to be 5-15 years late for the line as a whole. 

As a plastic handled saw, I believe it was simply mis-
identified as being from a later era. Information in the 

HSMNA book is now 30 years old. It has been built on 

mightily since then. Less was known regarding 20th 
century plastic handled saws and their classification at 

that time.  

  Another cause of “Geometric” saw research confu-

sion is the similar sounding company name of the 
”Geometric Tool Co, Inc.” of New Haven, CT. That 

company’s origin began in 1776. They were listed as a 

toolmaker and the business grew with the country. In 
1916, Trademark #109724 was issued to the company 

and still remained in effect in 2006, though having 

been passed through a number of owners by acquisi-
tions and mergers of corporations over time. The main 

interest in this Trademark is because of its exclusive 

right to the use of the word “Geometric™” when ap-

plied to tools. This is of interest to us because the V.1 

Layout Hand Saw model is emblazoned with the word 

“Geometric” on the handle grip while the V.2 Layout 

Hand Saw model grip is blank. A “Cease & Desist” 
order perhaps? Add another question to the pile. 

  Because of the Bakelite™ brown colored “Tenite” 

being used in handle V.1, a beginning production date 
of post WW2 origin would seem appropriate. Tenite™ 

first appears on a saw handle in 1935 on the premium 

cost Disston D95 model. It seems more probable that 

V.1 & V.2 with their Tenite™ handles, produced by a 
non-main stream manufacturer, are a post-war product. 

After WW2, Tenite™ became the plastic of choice up 

until the mid-1960s introduction of ABS petro-
chemical plastics. Even today, Tenite™ is widely used 

in industry. Handle V.1 is considerably heavier than its 

V.2 counterpart. 

  The sawnuts are where we find more difference 
between the 2 versions. V.1 sawnuts are machined steel 

sawnuts. V.2 sawnuts appear similar but are chromed 

brass not turned steel. V.1 sawnuts have screwdriver 
slits on both sides of the nut whereas V.2 sawnuts are 

slit on the right side only. In addition, V.1 has 2 lock-

ing pins securing each level vial for accuracy. V.2 lacks 
these pins and is a lesser quality product all around. 

  The saw blade claims “patent applied for” in the 

etch regarding its handle features, but whether it was a 

Utility or a Design patent is yet to be determined, as 
well as IF it was ever even issued. Beyond the discov-

ery of this possible patent number, the only other 

source of information would seem to be in New York 
state govt. archives for corporate tax and incorporation 

info regarding the Geometric Saw Co., Inc.  

 
Conclusions: 

 So what DO we now know about this saw? While 

no company information or advertising is yet known to 

still exist, we do know: 
1. It was produced by the Geometric Saw Co., 

Inc. of Albany, N Y 

2. It had a “patent applied for” on it regarding a 
handle feature. That Patent (if issued) date and 

number remain to be determined. 

3. It was produced in 2 successive identical ver-

sions with the main difference being a lessen-
ing of production quality.   

4. The V.1 model and the V.2 model handles were 

made from Tenite™. 
5. With the production of their single model style 

saw in 2 successive plastic colors, it seems safe 

to say that the “Layout Hand Saw”, as pro-
duced by the Geometric Saw Co., Inc. of Alba-

ny NY, began production of their V.1 model in 

the 1940s. Production continued with the V.2 

model possibly as late as the early-1960s, alt-
hough a mid-1950s cessation also seems proba-

ble since so small a number of examples have 

been seen. It was apparently not a highly suc-
cessful combination saw in numbers of sales.  

 

Ref.  
Bakelite Pat. #885521 April 21, 1908 

Tenite Trade Mark TM71506557 Oct.14,1947        

Renewed Nov. 15,2017 

WCTHS Collection saws  #438, 822 
 

The etch on the version - 1 saw features a circular logo 

with a saw, level and square drawing relating to the com-

bination features of the Geometric saw.  

Continued from page 7 
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I just received my copy of Don Wil-

wol’s new book on D.R. Barton. I found it a valua-

ble resource to the tool collector and tool historian 

wanting to know more about 19th century tools and 

how they were made and offered for sale. The book 

starts with a timeline of the industrial age in Ameri-

ca, as to important dates in tool making and D.R. 

Barton’s place in it. Don has included earlier arti-

cles about D.R. Barton including one by Frank Kos-

merl, written in 2000 and published in the Chroni-

cle, a publication of the Early American Indus-

tries Assoc. He has another early 1913 article 

about Barton’s edge tool methods published in 

the American Machinist. Don included an ex-

tensive D.R. Barton tool catalog and price 

guide from 1873. Also included is an 

1877, 1909, & a 1911 tool catalog 

price list for DR Barton tools from 

Mack & Co., who was a partner with 

D.R. Barton starting in 1866, and 

was his successor in 1875 when D.R. 

Barton passed away. Also included 

is a 1912 catalog from A.F. Brom-

bacher & Co., a NYC hardware retailer 

of D.R. Barton and other tool makers.  

Don included ads for D.R. Barton tools 

from the 1800’s and early 1900’s and many histori-

cal documents and news clippings relating to the 

D.R. Barton and Mack & Co. business. He includes 

many photos of the D.R. Barton tools from his own 

collection and supplies a D.R.Barton imprint & logo 

dating reference. It is a fine book and one easy to 

read and understand. A fine shelf reference with 

easy to find information on D.R. Barton tools.  

 

Here is a short introduction taken 

from Don’s new book; D. R. Bar-

ton, A Glimpse of Early Edge 

Tools in Rochester NY  

  

David R. Barton was a giant 

among the Rochester edge 

toolmakers. The company he 

founded continued for more than 

100 years, growing into a significant sup-

plier to the woodworking trades through-

out this country and others. Barton was 

born on the Fourth of July, 1805, in the 

Hudson River Valley of New York State. 

On his 21st birthday, 4 July 1826, he ar-

rived in Rochester to learn the trade of nail making, 

which was the beginning of a long blacksmithing 

career. 

 In 1832 when D. R. Barton started making his 

edge tools, the Industrial Revolution was well un-

derway so it’s understandable that his desire was to 

constantly improve his processes and production 

methods. Not only did his tools play a major role in 

the building of America at the time, his ability to 

improve the production process, while still 

maintaining the quality of handmade tools 

required at the time also made a positive 

impact on the expansion. 

But the westward expansion also played a 

major role in Barton’s success. As infra-

structure improvements were made, it 

became easier to transport products 

and information started to flow much 

more readily.  The Erie Canal and the 

Railroad expansion projects all bene-

fited the Barton enterprise’s in many 

different ways. His tools were needed 

for building and getting them where 

they were needed was becoming a much 

more profitable venture.  

These improvements also allowed news and 

information to travel faster. Manufacturers and re-

tailers started printing information and trade jour-

nals. (Also known as House Organs in the early 

20th century). We start to see a fast growing trend 

of catalogs and price list that only went to retailers 

and distributors up to this point in time and now 

they started going directly to the craftsman, which 

allowed ordering directly from 

Rochester. 

Building and maintaining a repu-

tation for quality products was 

important as well. Nobody want-

ed tools that didn’t perform the 

task. Having the ingenuity to 

make, market, expand and sell 

was an important attribute and we 

see many indications of Barton’s 

D.R. Barton, A Glimpse of Early 

Edge Tools in Rochester NY  -  

Don Wilwol 
New Book Review by Bob Garay 

Above - D.R. Barton trade card most likely 

made for the Centennial Exhibition of 1876.  

David R. Barton 
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June Meeting Presentation 

Mark Worthington: Gunsmith 
By Ivan Raupp 

 

 Today we seem to live in a society characterized 

by transactional thinking. A lot of folks we meet are at 
a loss when it comes to our history or the tools that 

made our country great. It is a pleasant surprise indeed 

to find a person who is curious, confident, articulate 

and knowledgeable in many areas. Mark Worthington 
is such a person. He spoke about gun making at 

CRAFTS June 2nd meeting. 

 His opening remarks were about his desire to 
make a flint lock rifle. His quest led him to visit muse-

ums, research his subject, and design the tools 

necessary to be successful in his quest. It is fair 

to say that if Mark needed a gun part or a tool 
to make that part, he would say “I don’t 

need to buy that...I can make it!” 

 He reminded us that early gunsmiths 
were masters of working with both 

wood and metal. They made beauti-

ful carved rifle stocks working with 
simple hand tools on the cantan-

kerous curly maple. This wood 

is very hard and tolerance's 

are very tight when fitting 
gun parts to a stock. The co-

lonial gunsmith forged, 

reamed, straightened, bored 
and rifled his own barrels. He 

would have hand threaded the 

breech plug. He also under-
stood the brass casting process as his patch box and 

lock plates were made this way. His also had the skills 

of the locksmith as he designed the trigger, tumbler 

and hammer mechanisms necessary for an effective 
and long lasting rifle. 

 Mark gave a very organized presentation pretty 

much off the top of his head. Using a few slides he 
gave us a concise history of iron making including the 

operation of the bloomery , the furnace, and the forge. 

He explained how the silica and other impurities in the 

iron were worked out by heat and hammering. Steel 
was a critical material in several parts necessary for a 

long lasting flint lock rifle. Mark walked us through 

early steel making focusing on blister steel and how it 
was forged to amalgamate the carbon and the iron ma-

trix that comprised it. Each process was set in the 

proper historical context and explained fully. 
 Numerous points critical to building the flint lock 

rifle were explained and many CRAFTS member 

questions were answered. The most important of them 

follow: 

 “Shear” steel was made from blister steel. It was 

heated, folded, and welded together several times 

to homogenize the carbon particles. 

 Copper cementation using calcimine was used to 

make brass 

 Duplicating lathes eventually replaced hand 

carved stocks but the were only effective on 
straight grained woods like walnut 

 Early barrels were hand forged inch by inch by 

repeatedly bending and welding the red hot 

wrought iron over a mandrill. 

 A hand turned boring machine with cutters of 

graduated sizes was used to enlarge and shape the 

bore and to create the rifling grooves 

 “Ball and patch” evolved from simple ball and 

allowed for smaller more efficient shot. Accura-
cy and speed of loading was also improved. 

Also a large savings in lead and powder result-

ed. 

 Smooth bore was effective and popular 

for small game hunting. (buck and ball) 

 An odd number of groves and lands 

was used to help achieve a straight bore 

 Corrosion from black powder re-

quired frequent cleaning. 
“Freshening” the barrel recut 

the rifle grooves. 

 Screws used a thread 

size and pitch that were indi-

vidual to the gunsmith’s 
whim. 

 Threads were swaged 

(squeezed) on hot. This prevented shredding the 

wrought iron fibers that would result from die cut-

ting. 

 The “tumbler” is the heart of the lock. The “cock” 

strikes the flint against the “frizzen” making 
sparks and sending them into the “pan” to light the 

powder. 

 “Half cock” is a safe position. The rifle will not 

fire from this setting. Hence the saying “Don’t go 

off half cocked!” 

 Lock making required good files and templates for 

the components. Parts were not interchangeable. 
An old gun smith file as a great historical tool. 

 Screws were made by hand before screw making 

machines 

 Often barrels and locks were imported from Eng-

land, France, or Germany 

 Steel was only used in four places, the face of the 

hammer and the three springs. 
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 A spring vise was used to compress the spring. 

Leaving it on too long could break the spring. 

 Screws were hand made by filing or swaging. 

Screw swages were worked cold. The threads 

were made first and the slot was filed in last. 
The turn-screws had a flat shank to prevent 

slipping out of the slot. 

 “Latten” work was done from sheet brass. Of-

ten the sheet brass was pounded into dies. 

 Proportion was critical to the best gunsmiths.  

The golden ratio was often used. The golden 

ratio is one where the ratio of the smaller seg-
ment to the larger segment is the same as the 

larger segment to the sum of both segments. 

This is more easily seen in a simple diagram. 
The golden ratio or divine proportion is a visu-

al representation of the golden number Phi (Φ) 

which is approximately 1.618.  

  

 Mark provided a huge amount of interesting 

gun history to the members of CRAFTS.  

Thank you, Mark! 

WANT ADS 

 

Help With Tool Collections - I can assist you with tool collection. 

Finding buyers for your tools., total shop cleanouts. Call Bob Garay 

(973) 398-5875 or email- takeadip@optonline.net. 

Authentic Tools for traditional trades – jane@shorthillstudio.com 

www.TimelessToolsandTreasures.com  - 603-588-2603 

Need Help disposing of your tools or home items?  Entire or partial 

house clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710. 

JIMBODETOOLS.COM – The largest antique tool website on earth 

buying and selling fine antique tools.  Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or 

email jim@jimbodetools.com.  

The Tool Exchange –Australia’s home of fine old tools for sale.  Our 

website has over 18,000 photos of tools.  We ship to over 30 coun-

tries. www.toolexchange.com.au   

Check Out – Tom Lamond’s yesteryearstools.com, an internet maga-

zine on hand tools, their makers and their markings. 

Antique Tool Restoration - John Porritt, Spencertown, NY. 518-392-

0603, email - PORRITT3@GMAIL.COM 

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop - Antique & user quality tools 

for sale - Lafayette Mill Antique Center, Lafayette, NJ - 

www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com  

Wanted - Stanley rules in Very Good to Fine condition:  Nos. 14 

(6", 2f), 59, 70, 76, 77, 78.  Stew May, 201-282-4335  

Wanted - Better planes by Grant, Marley, Alford, J.Stiles, SE  Jones, 

C.Allen, Tobey, Oothoudt, Jamain, Douglass. E.Baldwin Call -,Joe  

Hauck, 908-236-2072. 

reputation being ex-

pressed in advertise-

ments, correspond-

ences and news re-

ports. Even today the 

quality of his tools 

are an important sell-

ing point in the vin-

tage tool market. 

 In April 1866, Iron Age, the metal technology 

trade paper, published an instructive article on Bar-

ton. It recognized him as the "patriarch of the Ameri-

can Edge Tool trade" because of his early start and 

dominance in edge tools throughout the continent, 

and his contribution to raising the quality and reputa-

tion of American tools to the level and beyond that 

of English tools. It noted the destruction "by fire and 

flood" of the business occurring six times in its then 

36-year history, always followed by Barton's perse-

verance in rebuilding and improving at each in-

stance. This article detailed the grim result of the 

flood—the burning of the shop and factory, and the 

carrying away by the tremendous flood of the sales 

room, office, and store room, containing the whole 

of his manufactured goods. The renewal was accom-

plished again in 1865, despite the inadequacy of in-

surance coverage. "...the new firm of D.R. Barton & 

Co. have erected extensive factories and a capacious 

warehouse and offices. 

In November 1874, Barton became ill, and 

Rochester's edge tool patriarch departed to the after-

life on April 26, 1875. David R. is buried at Mt. 

Hope Cemetery, Rochester, NY along with his wife 

and other family members and well-known names 

such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Na-

thaniel Rochester, Thomas H. Rochester, and many 

others. 

 

Books can be purchased from Amazon or at Don’s 

website - www.timetestedtools.net 

Email Don at - don@timetestedtools.net  
 

D.R.BARTON - Continued from page 9 

Barton hoop driver. 

javascript:main.compose('new','t=jane@shorthillstudio.com')
http://www.timelesstoolsandtreasures.com
mailto:jim@jimbodetools.com
http://www.toolexchange.com.au
http://www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com
https://mymail.optimum.net/appsuite/#
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TOOL EVENTS 

 

Sept. 7 - Connecticut Valley School of Woodworking - 19th An-

 nual Open House  9:00am - 3:00pm – Bob Van Dyke -

 www.schoolofwoodworking.com 

Sep. 8 – Crafts Annual Picnic - Members set up & sell for free at 

 tailgating event in AM.  Tool displays with antique tools 

 awards for displays. John Czekaj - jrczekaj01@gmail.com  

Sept. 13 - David Stanley Auctions U.K. - 1000 lots of Antique 

 woodworking Tools - www.davidstanley.com 

Sept. 13&14 – Donnelly Antique Tool Auction, Nashua, NH. 

 www.mjdtools.com, 800-869-0695. 

Sept. 28 - M-WTCA Area P Meet, Adamstown, PA, 2800 North 

 Reading Road, Don Stark, Starkcd@aol.com, 717-367-5207. 

Oct. 19-20 – Jacktown – Fall Harvest and Sawmill Show, dis-

 plays, lg. flea mkt - www.jacktown.org, 610-588-6900. 

Oct. 18-19 – Donnelly Antique Tool Auction, Indianapolis, IN 

 www.mjdtools.com, 800-869-0695. 

Nov. 1-2 – Brown Antique Tool Auction, Camp Hill, PA, Jim 

 Gehring, www.finetools.com. 

Nov. 3 – Crafts of NJ Monthly Meeting, Masonic Lodge, High 

 Bridge, NJ, Ivan Raupp, ivanraupp@aol.com. 

Nov. 15 - David Stanley Auctions U.K. - 1000 lots of Antique 

 woodworking Tools - www.davidstanley.com 

Russell Phillips was first granted a patent for his plow plane de-

sign in 1867. It was for the plane on the lower right that has a 

square frame, reflecting the wood plow planes of the times. His 

later improved 1871 model on the lower left, look completely dif-

ferent and reflects the design of the Stanley Millers patent plane 

introduced in 1870. Top is the last version of the Phillips plow 

planes known as the “Mayo’s improved”. Matthias Mayo worked 

with Babson & Repplier and/or The Boston Tool Co. who made 

the Phillips plow planes. He developed many of the changes in the 

second Phillips design and supported them in a patent in 1875 for 

manufacture of his own plane. These planes will be on display 

with many more displays at the upcoming CRAFTS picnic.  

Phillips Plow Planes 

By Bob Garay 

CRAFTS Tool Shed 

Past Issues now on  

CRAFTS Website 
 

 CRAFTS Tool Shed back issues have been loaded 

up to our CRAFTS website. A work in progress for 

the last few years, getting all the back issues of the 

Tool Shed on our website for all to view. We are 

proud to say it is finally so with a lot of work by 

many members.  Visit www.CRAFTSofnj.org. 

 

 The first issue 

was in February 

1978. It was 2 pages 

long and put out by 

Larry Fuhro. At that 

time we were just 

the New Jersey Tool 

Collectors and did not have an official name yet. By 

the April 1978 Tool Shed we had an official name - 

CRAFTS of New Jersey, thought up by member 

James Aber of Glen Rock, NJ. Also editor Larry 

Furho designed the Tool Shed mast head for the first 

Tool Shed and we have been using it ever since. Lar-

ry was a good artist with drawings that really enliv-

ened the Tool Sheds under his hand. He even had 

comics related to antique tools for the readers.  

 

 There are over 180 Tool Sheds with a lot of great 

articles written by some of the most knowledgeable 

tool collectors, craftsmen, and historical tool re-

searchers around. Hank Allen has compiled a list of 

most all of the past articles with authors index so you 

can review this list for tool topic and your interest. 

See the end of this Tool Shed,  - page 18, for this list.  

 

A important parts list of the Stanley plane. Tool Shed 

September 1981.  

javascript:addSender(%22ivanraupp@aol.com%22)
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TAKEADIP TOOLS  
 

I am past President of 

CRAFTS and editor of “The 

Tool Shed”. I am a Navy vet-

eran and a retired shop teacher. 

I have an extensive collection 

of antique tools and have a 

passion in restoration of tools 

of the past for today’s crafts-
man, and have been selling 

them as a business since 1998.  

 

Takeadip Tools is involved with:  
 

 Selling antique tools at shows and by appointment.  

 Selling antique & vintage tools on eBay.  

 Assisting people with selling collections of tools.  

 Buying antique & vintage tools.  

 Writing about antique tools & publishing.  

 Giving presentations to groups about antique tools.  

 

eBay store - www.ebay.com/str/takeadiptools  

Web - takeadiptools.com    Facebook - Takeadip Tools  

Email - takeadip@optonline.net  Phone - (201)874-2568  
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LAMOND’S VINTAGE TOOLS  

 

Buying and Selling Vintage Tools  
 Woodworking  

 Machinists  

 Catalogues  

 Tool Chests  

 

eBay Seller -  

andrelamon0  

 

 

Drew Lamond  

(516) 398-5984  

Email - lamonddrew@gmail.com  
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS OF SIGNIFICANCE TO CRAFTS  
 

Museum of Early Trades and Crafts - http://www.metc.org/ - A historical museum that provides exhibits and workshops 

of the trades and crafts practiced in New Jersey from its earliest settlement. Many programs for children. Long time 
CRAFTS member.  

 

Professional Woodworkers Guild of Upper NJ - http://njwoodguild.com/ - A fine professional woodworkers organiza-
tion in northern NJ and surrounding area with some CRAFTS members.  

 

Woodworkers' Guild of South Jersey - http://wgsj.org/ - A group of hobbyists and professional woodworkers in central - 

southern NJ.  

 

The Central Jersey Woodworkers Association - http://cjwa.org/ - A large group of hobbyists and professional wood-

workers in central NJ.  

 

The North Jersey Woodworkers Assoc. - http://njwa.dreamhosters.com/ - A good size group of both hobbyists and pro-

fessional woodworkers.  

 
New Jersey Woodturners association - www.njwoodturners.com/ - Good active group with monthly meetings, website 

with some CRAFTS members.  

 
Garden State Marquetry Society Plus - http://njmarquetry.com/ - Good active group, presents at NJ Wood-workers show 

yearly.  

 
Jersey Hills Wood Carvers Club - https://sites.google.com/site/jerseyhillswoodcarvers/ - Active local club and presents at 

yearly Sussex Farm & Horse Show – (State Fair in Aug. every year.)  

 

American Woodcarving & Art School of Wayne, New Jersey – www.americanwoodcarving.com/ - The School offers 
classes in woodcarving, sculpture, drawing and watercolor painting.  

 

North Jersey Woodcarvers - www.njwoodcarvers.com/ - Chapter of the National Woodcarvers Association.  

 

New Jersey Blacksmiths Association - www.njblacksmiths.org/ - Good active group with many events.  

 

The Delaware Valley Old Time Power & Equipment Association - www.daysofthepast.com - Good show during Sept. 
at Washington Crossing State Park.  

 

Blue Mountain Antique Gas & Steam Engine Assoc. - www.jacktown.org/ - Fantastic shows & flea market. Many 
CRAFTS members belong and set up for shows.  

 

Peters Valley - www.petersvalley.org - Peters Valley School of Craft is located in Delaware Water Gap National Recrea-
tion Area. Having craft/art studios with workshops run by professional artists from around the globe.  

 

Millbrook Village - http://www.njskylands.com/hsmillbrookvillage - Part of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 

Area, is a re-created community of the 1800s where aspects of pioneer life are exhibited and occasionally demonstrated by 
skilled and dedicated docents throughout the village. Many CRAFTS members involved.  

 

The Woodworking Shows - www.thewoodworkingshows.com/ - Providing woodworkers with hands-on trade shows 
across the United States. In NJ - March 1-3, 2019, hosting many workshops and exhibits - also hosting local woodworking 

related clubs.  
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The Military Saddler's Chest  83

Hopkins, Ted

Eagle Square Co. & Predecessor Square Makers   188

Jacob, Walter

Christian Bodmer's  Adjustable Miter and Try Square  145

From Tree to Highboy   83

Stanley Combination Planes  133

Stanley's Odd Jobs  105

Stanley Tape Measures  165

Stanley Torpedo Levels 1937 - 1960  125

Johnson, Steve

Confessions of an Ebay Addict  107
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Thomas Falconer Plow Plane   118

Johnstone, Donald

Bevels  94

Try Square and Bevel Combinations  96

Kavett, Joshua

Micalizzi Endowment Students Build 911 Display Table  165

This Time I Beat Murphy's Law  128

Kean, Doris

Treasured Time  130

Kean, Herb

A Story of Pride  133

A Three-Arm Plow  107

Big Tree Logging  73

Crosswedges on Ends of Plow Plane Arms   150

Displaying Tools at the Morris County Library  98 

Dominic Micalizzi Craftsman Extraordinaire  165

Figure This One Out   144

Goosewing Axes  35

Moving Filletsters and Sash Filletsters  143

My Finest Brace  135

Patent Number Research  136

Spill Planes  127

Stanley No. 57 Core Box Plane  129

The Belt and Suspenders Plane  117

The Holy Grail  147

The John Wayne Plane  152

The Marriage  141

The Plumb Bob That Was Involved in a Civil War Conspiracy;   with Wayne Robbins  153

The Tool  Wizzard; Birch and Beech  167

The Tool Wizzard: Types of Chisels  146

There s Always A Treasure Lurking  97

Tool Woods  178

Tools of the American Indian   82

Wonderful People and Plumb Bobs    182

Kean, Herb  KEAN KUTTINS

6" vs 6 1/2" ???    133

A Bastard of a Tool  129

A Blanket Auction  91

A Change of Heart  139

A Collector to Remember; Dominic Micalizzi  107

A Finger in the Dike  123

A Genisis  148

A Lost Art  127

A Miscalculation  122

A Rare Double Coping Plane  85

A Romantic Tool  128

A Rose By Any Other Name  110
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A Serious Note  86

A Walk-Around Auction  126

A Whimsical Tale  150

After 32 Years  143

An All-Wood Stanley No. 1  (Really!)  119

An Egg Candler  157

An Old Indian Legend That Has Come True   156

Anomalies  153

Antique Tools, A True Collectible  100

Better Late Than Never  99

Between a Rock and a Hard Place  149

Birch and Beech  159

Brimfield  43

Chancery Sales  33

Collecting: It's More Than a Hobby  94

Companions  134

CRAFTS 2001 Auction Sparklers  114

déjà vu  142

Description of Common Tools   160

Divine Intervention  141

Fine Tuning is Everything  124

Function vs Appearance  132

Hidden Simplicity  90

If You Can't beat 'em,  Join 'em  105

Ineffectiveness Breeds Rarity  96

It's a Lifestyle  95

It's Payback Time   161

Lumber Measuring  125

Memories  138

Mixed Emotions  120

Never Go Back?  98

Nostalgia  84

One of a Kind  89

Opposites Attract  121

Patina  151

Removing Plane Wedges  93

Rookies  140

Some Tools Can't Help if They're Ugly  145

Sometimes It Pays to Be a Packrat  88 

Sometimes It's Just Laughable   162

Strange Bedfellows   92

The Florida Caper  87

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly  144

The Infamous Tools of the Apollo 1 Fire  152 

The Jacaranda Tree  163

The Phoenix  158

The Phone Call  130
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The Right Tool in the Right Condition  164

The Simplest Tool  131

The Stanley No. 39 13/16   83

The Tool Dungeon  66

The Way It Was  118

There Is Always A Treasure Lurking  97

Watch Out for Those Bargains  82

What We Do for Tools  95

When it Rains it Pours  146

When You Think You've Seen It All  116

Which One Has the Toni?  155

Win Some, Lose Some  154

You Win Some and You Lose Some  95

Kebabian, Paul

Some Thoughts on Tool Collecting and a Few Favorite Tools  100

Kesterson, John & Julie

A Collector's Journey - Tool Travel Tips  189

Kingsbury, Mary Alice

It's A Wrench  81

Which Wrench Is It  100

Kosmerl, Frank

A Gutta Percha Stephens  Inclinometer Rule  139

How Difficult Can it Be to Bore a Hole?  160

The Standard Miter Box  130

Kuk, Wiktor

William McNiece Sawmaker  Part 1  150  

William McNiece Sawmaker  Part 2  151

William McNiece Sawmaker  Part 3   153

LaTouche, David

H. Bartley & Co. - Paterson, NJ  191

Laurent, James 

CRAFTS Auction Sets Record  107

Y2K Auction: A Record Broken  112

Lamond, Tom

Spokeshaves and Similar Tools  99

Kelly Axe  Mfg. Co. / Kelly Axe and Tool Co.  148

Washoe Tool  Manufacturers   157

Lehman, Gary

The Plane That Tried  ( With Herb Kean)  132

Lothrop, Phil

J.A. King, Planemaker of  Newark   83

Lynk, Scott

The First A. Stanley Company No. 83 Rule  148

Ludwig, Dan

The American Railroad Pocket Watch  141

Malmberg, Kim

A Real Fish Story  174  
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Matthews, Carl

Emmert Manufacturing Company Part II  134

The Iron Hand: Joseph Emmert's Unusual Vise  129

May, Stew

Look for he Union Label  157

The Stanley Familyof No. 62 Rules and Some of Their Relatives  182

Two Stanley No. 13 1/2 Rules and That 'Sneaky' Lufkin No. 172  aka "13 1/2"   180

McDougall, Bill

A Visit to a Leatherworker's Shop  106

A Visit to Edison's West Orange Laboratory  103

A Visit to the Shelburne Museum  113

A Visit With Russell Ellis  110

Displaying Tools - A Planemaker's Tools  90

Greenfield Hall Museum  108

Happy Birthday Old Sturbridge Village  95

Please Don't Collect Dental Tools  100

Recollections of a "Born Again" Tool Collector  149

The Sloan - Stanley Museum  85

MacLeod, Norman

The Rattle in Seattle:  Plumb Bobs as a tool of Art  117

Micalizzi, Domenic

New York Machinist-Made Metal Planes & Pianomaker's Tools  Part 1   82

New York Machinist-Made Metal Planes & Pianomaker's Tools   Part 2   83

Miller, Mark

Trade Axes and Tomahawks - Authentic or Reproduction  155

Miller, Mel

L.L.Davis  and the Davis Level and Tool Company  159

Morgan, Stan

Peter Lowentraut New Jersey Tool Maker  188

Nelson,Bob

Dry-Barrelhead Beveling Tools  110

Harman Baugh: Philadelphia Toolmaker  101

Thompson Bevel Mysteries  104

Threshold Gauges 113

Nowicki, Dave

18th Century Gunsmithing; Mark Washington Presentation  155

18th Century Medical Instruments and Their Uses;  Wayne Skilton Presentation  148

Accountant's Lining Rules and Draftsman's  Section Liners; Phil Stanley Presentation  131

An Afternoon With Saws; Bob Garay Presentation  154

Broom Making;  John Warren Presentation   151

Cane Fly Rod Making; Dennis Menscer Presenter  159

Casket Making and Undertaking: Richard Ryder Presentation  152

Chisels and Other Tools;  Frank Klausz Presentation  156

Clocks; Ashley King Presentation  175

Hammer Collection; Bob Garay Presentation  137

Hand Saw Restoration; Bob Garay Presentation   175

Horn Comb Making; Troy Boyer Presentation  143               
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Hornsmith; Jim Newell Presentation  161  

In the Stratton Style  147

Japanese Saws and Chisels;  Wilbur Pan Presentation  180

Josh Kavett's Fisher and Norris Museum; November Meeting Site  166

Leatherworking and Jewelry Making;  Anthony  Guarino Presentation  147

Making a Windsor Chair; Paul Pasarelli Presenter  181

Marquetry and Veneering; David Pollak Presentation  172

Master Cabinetmaker; Frank Klausz Presentation 145

Molding Planes - How to Tune Them and How to Use Them;  Frank Klausz Presentation  162

More Timber Framing;  Jim Bode Presentation  156

One of My Favorite New Jersey Tools  137

Paul Hamler's Marvelous Miniatures  126

Period Shoe Make; Marc Benedict Presentation   164

Piggins "n Flagons 'n Buckets; Justin Bergey Presentation   140

Restoring Braces;  Herb Kean Presentation  173

Shaker Boxes; Dan Fegley Presentation  160 

The Creative Process of Carving Wood; David Washington Presenter  167

"The Kentucky Rifle, A True American Heritage;"  Ronald C. Gabel  177

Travelers From My Collection;  Pat Ryan Presentation  169

Violin Making, Repair and Restoration; Richard Gagliardi Presentation  176

Wheelwright's Tools and Wheel Construction;  Richard and Robert Kulp Presentation  150

Wood Carver;  Jim Cush Presentation  168

Wood Plane Restoration; John Porritt Presentation  172

Ohlson, Carl

Railroad Lanterns Presentation   188

O'Neill, Harry

Moulder's Tools  19

Orbine, Steve

Solon Rust & His Planes   79

Speed Indicators, Revolution Counters  & Tachometers  80

Packham, Jim

Nibs on Saws - A Review  137

Pearson, Ron

The Primitive Wooden Brace  93

Pendleton, Bill  

Displaying Tools  114

Phillips, Bill

Goosewing Axes   82

Pollak, Emil 

On Identifying 18th Century American Wooden Planes  78

Porritt, John

Windsor Chairs Meeting Presentation  189

Postman, Gary

A Brief History of Anvil Making in America  133

Potosky, Milt

A Planemakers Puzzle Piece  157

The B. Norman/J.G. Brearley Connection  177
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Price, Harold

Bed Keys  66

Price, James

Nordic Breast Augers  191

Richardson, Max

An Ironmonger's Rule  108

Raupp,  Ivan

An Unusual Saw for the Injured Paw   182

Anvils - The Old ReliableTool That Gets No Respect; Co-Author John Czekaj  171

Beginning Blacksmithing  184

CRAFTS Presentation at 275th Taylor Wharton Celebration High Bridge, NJ   190

Fisher & Norris Anvils, Josh Kavett Presentation  190

Japanese Chisels;  Wilbur Pan Presentation  185

Making a Windsor Chair,  Anthony Pasarelli Presentation  181

Remembering Alex Farnham - Accomplished Artist, Friend of the Earth, A Founder of CRAFTS  189

Self-Taught Carriage Maker; "Necessity is What Drives My Work."  176

Tool Artist Extraordinaire, Ariel Rios Wong Presentation  191

Rigler, Bill

Basketmakers and Their Tools  92

Roeder, Randy

Charles H. Amidon, Millers Falls Co- Founder and Inventor  Part 1  163

Charles Amidon Part 2,  Off to Buffalo    164

Rosebrook, Don 

Collecting Levels  85

New Jersey Levels  95

Ross, John

The Shelabarger Patent Story  153 

Wooden Miniature Planes  146

Wooden Compass Planes  151 

Rusy, Stew

Joseph H. Rusby  An American Inventor  165

Ryan Pat

Hand Powered Watchmaker's Machines  186

Treadle Powered Machines  183

Sedor, Stephen

Dr. Donald Rosebrook; Collector, Researcher, Author, Friend  176

My Vial Passion  169

Rosewood Levels and the Respect They Deserve  181

Sellers, Paul

On Plough Planes and Ploughing   181

Shepherd, Martin

AmericanPiano Maker's Planes   186

Antique and Vintage Piano Tools  185

Piano Maker's Bow Drills  187

Shippey, Fredrick  A.

An Introduction to Wood Carving Tools   43

Spokeshaves: A Smooth Facing Tool  39
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The Carpenter's Framing Square   20

The Excellence of the Hollow Auger  31

Smith, Roger

Hardware Trade Catalogs  87

Stanley, Phillip E.

Searching for Early Patents on the Patent Office Website  132

Stemple, Mike  

A Discussion About Early Disston Saws  179

A Discussion About Early Disston Saws  Part 2   180

Stebelton, Max

My Favorite Tool  138

Vliet, Ken  

Children's Favorite Tool Chests  174

Making Miniatures   163

Wallace, Don

A Found Wrench  150

Cold as Ice; From Summer Close Road  135 

"He's a Tool Man"  an Article by Philadelphia Inquirer by Kevin Reardon  184

How the Blacksmith Shaped His Day and Ours  142

Occupational Surnames and the Tools Your Ancestors Used  140

Walter,John

The Stanley Rule and Level Company  Part 1    97

The Stanley Rule and Level Company  Part 2    98

Ward, Joseph W.

North Brothers Mfg. Co. Product Guide  127

Weaver, Barry

Replacing a Level Vial  147

Weidenschilling, Paul

The Sargent Story  77

Weir, Daryl

Saw Sharpening  126

Vintage Saw Restoration  125

Wells, John

Favorite 19th Century American Metallic Planes  113

Welsh, Greg

An Unusual Gage Block Plane  135

Electrolytic  Rust Removal  146

History of Measurement  105

Miniature Planes, Toys or Tools?  144

One of My Favorite  New Jersey Rules  136

The Final Word RE: Stephen's Combination Rules  151

The Lumetta Patent Rule  152

Who Made That Rule  77

West, Karl

More on Small Saws 114

Primitives  101

The Story of an Old Shovel  149
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Whelan, Jack

Cutting Threads in Wood  98

Foreign Wooden Planes  78

Gunstocking Plane Followup   161  

Iron and Steel in Tools  156

The Earliest Planes  136

What's a Gunstocking Plane?  160

Whelan, Tom

Log Caliper Walking Wheels  191

Winkelreid, Brian

The Apprentice  189

Wyman, Tom

The Slide Rule, A Historical Perspective  88

Zluky, Steve 

Edwin Hahn, Wilkes-Barre ,PA, Planemaker 1847 - 1924    73

Edwin Hahn Planemaker Wilkes-Barre, Penna  1847 - 1924  167

Remembering Alex Farnham - Accomplished Artist, Friend of the Earth,   

                and a Founder of CRAFTS        189

Zluky, Steve and Mar Kay 

Displaying Tools - A Country Store 94

Tools of the Kitchen Kind 109

BOOK REVIEWS
A Concordaance of Rules by Phillip E. Stanley  134

A Guide to the Makers of American Wooden planes by Emil and Martyl Pollak  85

A Source Book for Rule Collectors by Phillip E. Stanley  134

American Levels and Their Makers Vol. 1 by Don Rosebrook  111  

American Machinist's Tools and Makers of American Machinist's Tools  92

American Marking Gauges: Patented and Manufactured  by Milton Bachellor Jr.  115

Antique & Collectible Stanley Tools by Walter Jacob  98

Antique Trader Tools by Clarence Blanchard  150

Art of Fine Tools by Sandor Nagyszalanczy  108

Early Planemakers of London by Don and Anne Wing  138

From Logs to Lumber by Dale Butterworth and Tom Whelan  152

Kitchen Collectibles by Kenneth Cope  117

Manufactured & Patented Spokeshaves & Similar Tools by Tom Lamond  101

Patented Amerrican Sawsets  by Todd Frieberg  97

Planemakers of Western Pennsylvania and Environs by Charles W. Prine Jr.  116

Restoring Antique Tools by Herb Kean   105

Stanley "Special"  and Custom Rules by Scott Lynk  148

The American Patented Brace 1824 - 1924 by Ronald Pearson  84

The Legend of Stanley  by John Walter 94

The Stanley Little Blue Book (Pocket Guide) by Clarence Blanchard  145

Traditional Woodworking Tools by Graham Blackburn 106 
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  CRAFTS  PICNICS REVIEWS 
  

2001 119

2002 124

2003 129

2004 134

2005 139

2006 144

2007 149

2008 154

2009 158

2010 162

2011 166

2012 170

2013  174

2014               -

2015 182

2016 186

2017 190
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