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I would like to share my 

knowledge of Chiselville 

with you and thank 

you for reading my 

article. Let me start 

with a little back-

ground of myself and 

why I chose to write 

this article. I have 

been a carpenter in 

Vermont for sixty 

years; at age 83, I 

went to part-time 

work, which is four 

days a week. I work 

for my eldest son. 

We live in Manchester Center, Vermont. It's a 

great place to live, especially for a carpenter. 

There are a lot of beautiful homes for us to ply our 

craft on. Most of them are restoration projects; we 

have a large shop and do a large amount of custom 

millwork for our customers. 

 

My wife and I are avid Stanley tool collectors for 

over thirty years and call our home "The Little 

Stanley Museum in Vermont.”  Living approxi-

mately four miles from Chiselville, we are also 

avid collectors of Chiselville tools and infor-

mation. There is a lot of inaccurate information 

about Chiselville. Without my good friends Jim 

and Avis Hayden, his book 

"The History of Chiselville: A 

Village in Sunderland, Ver-

mont", as well as their expertise in research –I 

would not have been able to write this article and I 

thank them.  

 

The Chiselville plant was located in the town of 

Sunderland, Vermont which is to the north of Ar-

lington and south of Manchester on the Roaring 

Branch River, one of the best rivers in Vermont 

for water power. In the mid 18th Century, there 

was a great demand for edge tools and the power 

of the river – and the highly skilled work force – 

was a draw for manufacturers. 

 

As my inter-

est in the 

Chiselville 

history de-

veloped, I 

noticed that 

some 

sources sug-

gested that 

Douglass 

chisels were 

manufac-

tured in New Hampshire. I was fairly certain that 

they originated only in Chiselville. As part of my 

research, I contacted the Hinsdale Historical Soci-

ety to find out if any Douglass chisels were ever 

made there. The response was that they made chis-

els in Hinsdale, but they were not Douglass chis-

els.  
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Jim and Avis Hayden on north 

end of the bridge. Jim wrote 

The History of Chiselville A 

Village in Sunderland, Ver-

mont.  

WELCOME TO CHISELVILLE 

By Ted Hopkins 

Chiselville Bridge, underside. 

Note: ledge was on both sides, 

which were the sides of the dam.  
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Collectors of Rare and Familiar Tools Society 

of New Jersey 
 

President…………………..…,,,IVAN RAUPP, Bloomsbury,NJ  

                 email, ivanraupp@aol.com 

Vice President…………..……..JOHN CZEKAJ, Neshanic Station, NJ 

Secretary………………...….…ANNETTE VLIET, Danielsville, PA 
Treasurer…………………..…..ED RENTSCH, Pennington, NJ 

 

The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage interest 
in early trades and industries, and in the identification, study, 

preservation and exhibition of tools and implements used and 

made in New Jersey as an integral part of our heritage. 

 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the 

above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are $15 for 

the membership year of July 1 through June 30. Membership 

fees may be sent to: Stew May, 300 Winston Dr. Unit 1609, 

Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 (write check payable to CRAFTS of 

New Jersey). 

 
CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic Lodge 

in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go 

north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light at the High 

Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile to Dennis Ave. 

Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge (on the left). Tail-

gate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 A.M., meeting starts at 

1 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Editor: Bob Garay 15 N. River Styx Rd. Hopatcong, NJ 

07843—(973)398-5875 - Articles, especially about early tools 
and trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Editor.  

Email—takeadip@optonline.net 

 

CRAFTS WEBSITE 

www.craftsofnj.org 
 

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activi-
ties including: meeting schedules,  Tool Shed articles, etc. 

                    NEW MEMBERS 
William Breisch     Nazareth, PA  

Jim Colangelo    Cranford, NJ  

Edward Conn    Willow Grove, PA  

Hein Coolen     Ede, Netherlands,  

Anthony J. Crincoli   Cranford, NJ  

Scott Deremer    Phillipsburg, NJ        

Mitch Fenton    Lebanon, NJ  

Dan Haight     Hackettstown, NJ  

Kenneth Hom    South Amboy, NJ  

Ken Hyman     Landing, NJ  

Andrew Lamond    Lynbrook, NY  
Tony Lenge     Denville, NJ  

Kirk Muller     Southampton, PA  

Patrick Reilly        Randolph, NJ 

Richard Veit     South Plainfield, NJ  

Michael J. Welch    Onancock, VA  

  Happy Holidays to all!  

 

 We are rapidly completing another year. I extend my best 

wishes to all of you for a happy celebration in the traditions 

that you follow. Now is a time to look back and to reflect on 
our many blessings. We all work hard and have high hopes for 

our families and for our great country. Let’s celebrate the re-

silience and wisdom of our founding fathers. Let’s give 

thanks! 

 CRAFTS has had another great year. We are financially 

sound thanks to the careful management of our Directors and 

for your contributions and participation. You are all great 

members! Thanks to all! 

 This year, we have embarked on several changes in hopes 

that we can continue our services at reasonable cost to each of 

you. To that end, we have held our dues to the $15 annual 

rate. We have relocated our picnic site to Camp Tecumseh, we 
have begun to deliver the “Tool Shed” in digital format and to 

distribute it through E-Mail instead of traditional mail. These 

actions will dramatically reduce our ongoing costs. You can 

guarantee our success by making sure your e-Mail address is 

up to date and opting for digital delivery of the “Tool Shed”. 

 Wow, what a great picnic we had this past September! 

Despite heavy and steady rain, the tail gating went very well 

with few problems. The auditorium was packed with dealers 

and reviews by all were very positive! The Tecumseh staff 

provided a great selection of delicious food. Containers were 

provided to many who wished to take food home. It was a 
very thoughtful touch! Thank you, Camp Tecumseh staff! 

Thanks also to Vice President John Czekaj for planning and 

running a great efficient event! Thanks to the exhibitors! 

Some very cool stuff was displayed! Thanks also to Bob 

Garay for great prizes and to Joe Hauck, and Charles Hilde-

brandt for conducting a very entertaining “What’s it?” review. 

 Finally, don’t forget our friends at M.W.T.C.A. and E.A. 

I.A. they have some terrific programs. Remember our dealer 

friends as well: Bob Garay, Jim Bode, Steve Zluky and the 

Vliet’s do a lot of heavy lifting for us. 

 I invite your participation in CRAFTS future initiatives 

and events. Participation is where it’s at! We will be looking 
at new committees in 2019. Please raise a hand if you can 

assist! 

 I would like to close with this friendly reminder. As 

you know, we have been transitioning to a digital "Tool 

Shed" over the last two issues. This gives you an oppor-

tunity to see articles in color and helps us hold the cost of 

publication to reasonable limits. Unless we hear from you, 

this will be your last issue of the paper "Tool Shed". If you 

need to have "hard copy"  you need to notify Stewart May  

- stewart.may21@gmail.com - as soon as you can. Thanks 

for your help! 
 

Stewart May 

300 Winston Drive Unit 1609 

Cliffside Park NJ 07010 

 

Thank you! 

Ivan Raupp 

CRAFTS President 

President’s Corner 

javascript:addSender(%22ivanraupp@aol.com%22)
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Another possibility 

was that the 

Douglass chisels 

were produced in 

Douglas, Massa-

chusetts and I con-

tacted the town to 

find out if this was 

so. The Douglas 

Historical Society 

was not sure that 

any chisels were 

made there. As far 

as they knew, their 

main product was 

axes. If the chisels 

were ever made in 

Douglass, they 

would have been manufactured under the Douglas 

name, with only one ‘s.’ To the best of my 

knowledge and research all the chisels and draws 

stamped with "Douglass" (‘ss’) were made in Sunder-
land, Vermont. 

 

The original plant that eventually became the Douglass 

Company was built as a tannery in 1807. Tanneries used 
the bark of Hemlock trees which was harvested in the 

spring to make tannic acid. The process called for the 

hides to be salted, soaked in water, fleshed of muscle and 
fat, soaked in lime to remove hair and then neutralized 

with apple cider vinegar, scraped clean and finally tanned 

in vats that contained the tannic acid from the hemlock 
bark. The bark which was harvested in the spring was 

ground with the aid of a water powered drum and then 

put into vats for a week or so to leach out the tannic acid. 

 
In 1849 Edward Tracey became the sole owner of the 

now defunct tannery. Four years later, in June of 1853, 

he sold it to Royal Irish, Asahel Parker, and Ira Mosher, 
investors, and the 24-year old Paul Shuffleton. Paul was 

an accomplished square maker at the Eagle Square Com-

pany in Shaftsbury, Vermont, and brought his technical 

skills to the enterprise. Paul spent his whole life in Chis-
elville and was tragically killed when he fell after hitting 

his head on a rock and drowning in 1886.  

 

 
Douglass, set of chisels 1/8-2”, plus 3 ½” slick. 

Only known complete set.  

Above top - Douglass chisel 

stamp. 

Above bottom - Douglass box for 

firmer chisels with a New York 

address. 

Lower plant, old foundation hole in the stonework where 

the water fed the undershot water wheel.  

Above - Douglass and Bottom, first year manufacture heavy-

duty framing chisel. Inset right - Douglass and Bottom, stamp 

on bottom of chisel.  

Harry Hayden House: two story Harry Hayden boarding 

house across from the Chiselville plant. 

Continued pg. 4 

Continued from pg. 1 



THE TOOLSHED - DEC. 2018 

4 

 

In October of 1853 the investors hired millwright Olin 
Scott (aged 21) to build an overshot waterwheel. The 

waterwheel was fourteen feet in diameter, twelve feet 

wide with three circular rims, two on each end and one 

in the middle, each contained eight spokes and a total of 
twenty large buckets, which were suspended from each 

of the two sections. The following year in 1854, Irish 

and Shuffleton bought out Parker and Mosher and took 
on Douglass and the Bottom brothers as partners. 

Over the next year, they made chisels marked Douglass 

and Bottom. The owners also bought extra land and a 

farmhouse and converted it into a two-story boarding 

house [see Photo Harry Hayden House] ]for carpenters 
and millwrights to erect a dam, waterwheel, and shaft-

ing to power the chiselworks. In 1855, Irish and Shuf-

fleton sold their interests to N.R. Douglass and the Bot-
tom brothers. Shuffleton stayed on as assistant superin-

tendent. At the end of the year Bottom left the company. 

 
Now the investors’ original idea was to make a square  

making works. But the investors saw the opportunity to 

go into the edge tool market and not compete with the 

Eagle Square company, which was located in Shafts-
bury less than 10 miles away. Thus the plant was con-

verted into the chiselworks. The map above showing the 

layout of buildings at the factory at its zenith in 1869. 
The houses of the managers, two large shop buildings, 

office, packing house and paint shops were all located 

on the map. The upper shop was built right into the 
gorge; with a 25-foot high damn and a 13-acre reservoir 

upstream of the covered bridge. The overshot water 

wheel was set at the end of a short flume, inside the 

lower lever of the four-story shop. 
Jim Hayden's great-great grandfather lived on site and 

was an assistant superintendent. Two of his great grand-

fathers also worked at the chisel shop: one as a polisher 

and the other as a laborer. For many workers, it was a 
part-time cash job to supplement their farm income. In 

circa 1865, a lower damn was built to supply power to 

the lower shop. In 1862 Frederick Ames was the owner 
of the plant with N. R. Douglass as superintendent. In 

1860 the census showed about twelve employees. The 

stone foundation of the lower shop still remains in Chis-

elville today. 
 

In 1870 the census showed about 50 employees; this 

was the height of the Chiselville works. The company 
originally owned the employees’ homes but at some 

point they sold them to the workers. In 1862, in a pur-

chase agreement belonging to Frederick Ames, the in-

ventory listed the following equipment: one engine 
lathe, one upright drill, platform scale, 20 emery wheels 

with frames, eight grindstones with frames, five trip 

hammers, two hand lathes, and a large assortment of 
small hand tools. The employee job descriptions includ-

ed: superintendent and his assistant, clerk, foreman, ma-

chinist, mechanics, firemen, teamsters, forgers, temper-

ers, grinders, polishers and laborers. The process of steel 
production was getting more and more complicated; you 

had to make steel as hard as possible and yet not too 

Map: Chiselville showing the plant and some of the houses. 

Atlas of Bennington County, Vermont, F.W. Beers (1869). 

Douglass and Arlington 

Edge Tool and George 

Cary draw shaves.  

Lower Chiselville shop, end of Chiselville Road, by the Roar-

ing Branch River, 1870.  

Continued from pg. 3 
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brittle so as to be able to hone it with a stone resulting in 
a hard edge that would last. They used crucible steel for 

the cutting edges of the chisels and draw shaves and 

cheaper steels for the sockets and tangs. The chisels were 
shipped with and without handles. One advantage of the 

handle was that the producers had some of the best maple 

in the world right at their fingertips to turn the handles. 

They made two types of chisels, socket and tang firmer 
chisels and heavy duty chisels for mortise and tenon 

work.  

 
When I needed more infor-

mation on George Cary, my 

friends Jim and Avis Hayden 

went right into action and 
provided me with all the in-

formation on him so I could 

share it with the antique tool 
world. I will be forever in-

debted. 

 
The last person to run the 

Chiselville plant was a man 
by the name of George Cary. 

George was born in 1840 in 

Shaftsbury, Vermont. He 

fought in the Civil War with 

the Vermont Light Artillery Battery along the Mississippi 
River. In 1860 George was 21 years of age living in 

Shaftsbury, Vermont. In 1870 the record shows he was an 

employee of the chiselworks working for the new owner 

Frederick Ames. In 1880 he was the foreman for the new 
owners Paul Shuffleton and Dewey Phillips. Paul and 

Dewey purchased the chisel works from the Douglass 

Company in 1878 changing the name to the Arlington 
Edge Tool Company. George bought the house that he 

previously rented from the company located next to the 

lower plant. When the Douglass plant shut down in 1876 
and went to Seymour, Connecticut, the rumors were that 

George went with them but to the best of our knowledge 

he did not. Living next to the plant with his knowledge of 

how to produce first class edge tools, George oversaw the 
production of chisels and draw shaves for Paul Suffleton 

and Dewey Philips. When Paul’s health began to fail in 

1885, only to die tragically in 1886, George entered into a 
partnership with Dewey Phillips to produce chisels and 

draw shaves under his own name, George Cary. He also 

identified them by using the roman numerals IXL, alt-
hough we are not sure why. He did this for approximately 

four years, after which the shop closed for good. In the 

1900 census he was listed as a farmer. Almost all of the 

people in this area had a small family farm, which was a 
way of living in Vermont. George died January 13,1920; 

he had six children. 

 
I am honored to have a George Cary collection of chisels 

and draw shaves thanks to my good friends, dedicated 

Vermont tool collectors Mark and Judy Hughes. We are 

always looking to add to our George Cary collection with 
tools and memorabilia. There are a lot of additional facts 

and anecdotes out there somewhere that will shed more 

light on the true history of Chiselville. The Kasten family, 
who lived right next to the plant in George Cary’s house, 

had a framed precision-drawn schematic drawing of the 

Chiselville works. There was also a paper called The Star 
printed for the workers at Chiselville that to the best of 

my knowledge no one has seen. This would also be of 

great importance to shed light on Chiselville's true histo-

ry. I am always looking for any additional information on 
the history of Chiselville.  

 

This article is dedicated to Jim and Avis Hayden.  I would 
also like to acknowledge the assistance of the Hinsdale 

New Hampshire Historical Society, the Douglas Massa-

chusetts Historical Society, the Arlington Russell Histori-
cal Library, Jim and Avis Hayden, Cristina Mansfield, 

photographer Ted Ingram, and his assistant Jim Durochia. 

 

Left - Left to right: Arlington 

Edge Tools 1 ¼” framing 

chisel, Douglass 2” bevel 

chisel, Douglass 3” bevel 

slick; Arlington Edge Tool 1 
½” bevel chisel.  

Above - Arlington Edge Tool 

Company stamps with stars. 

Left to right: Arlington Edge 

Tool 3/8” firmer, George 

Cary 3 ½” slick, George 

Cary 2 ½” slick, George 

Cary ½” firmer. Front: Ar-
lington Edge Tool 8 ¼” 

Above - George Cary IXL 

stamp. 
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My passion for col-

lecting antique 

woodworking tools 
began over 45 

years ago when I 

spotted an over 
cleaned plow plane 

at an antique show.  The wood had been stripped, and 

the brass had been polished on a buffing wheel, and 
yet it was love at first sight.  The direction of my col-

lecting has certainly evolved over the years, and my 

collection now consists of mostly pristine 

“manufactured” tools that 
were made by someone 

other than the end user.  

With that said, I have also 
always been attracted to 

tools that were made by the 

skilled hands of the crafts-
man for his own use.  Fre-

quently these tools will 

exhibit the creative and 

aesthetic skills of its owner.   
The old woman’s tooth 

router ( aka hag’s tooth ) 

has for me always best ex-
emplified this aesthetic. 

 

For those collectors with-

out a woodworking back-
ground, the old woman’s 

tooth router is a neces-

sary tool for almost 
any tradesman in the 

woodworking trades. 

It is used to accurately 
level a surface that 

was first roughed out 

with a chisel, a boring 

bit, or a plane. Routers 
were almost always 

used when accurately 

preparing hinge recess-
es, installing lock sets, 

leveling dados, groves 

and rabbets, and when 
trimming tenons. Suf-

fice it to say that a 

woodworker’s tool 

kit was, and still is, 

incomplete with-

out a router.  
 

If one was to ex-

amine a typical 
19th century cabi-

netmaker’s tool 

chest, almost every 
tool in his kit 

would have been 

made in a factory.  

The planes, chis-
els, braces, gauges, 

rules etc. would all 

have been manu-
factured, and 

would have been 

purchased by him 

at an ironmonger’s 
store. The one ex-

ception is almost always 

the router. The reason for 

same is unknown, but prob-
ably goes back to some lost 

craft tradition in the cabi-

netmakers’ or joiners’ ap-
prenticeship system.   

It is the router where the 

cabinetmaker would put 

Granny Tooth Routers 
By Chuck Granick 

White oak crotch & burl router. 

Hornbeam wood router with 

fancy wingnut inset above.  

Unique mahogany wood router. 

Cherry wood  

router. 

Maple wood router. I believe that the pattern may have been 

in an old woodworking journal, as I have seen at least four 

other similar routers.  

Red oak wood router. The “balls” are 

carved out of the solid body wood.  

French cormier wood router with 

tulip motif in front.  

Unique coachmaker’s style router plane with brass bottom insert. 

Maple wood with volutes. This 

router started my collection.  
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aside his formal trade 

education, and let his 

imagination dictate the 
design of the tool.  The 

overall profile will 

vary greatly from rout-

er to router, and many 
are further embellished 

with decorative volutes 

and floral carvings.  
The selection of wood 

was also left to the maker’s dis-
cretion. I have in my collection 

routers in beech, horn-

beam, maple, rose-

wood, applewood, 
cormier, boxwood and 

mahogany.  Frequently 

these wood are dra-
matically figured as 

well.  In addition to the 

overall shape and wood selection, the locking wing nut 
for the cutter is almost always attractively shaped and 

embellished with decorative 

file work.   

It is rather curious that almost every 19th century Ameri-

can, English, Austrian, and French woodworking tool 
catalog that I have examined all have manufactured rout-

ers made of wood available for purchase.   However, 

with the exception of the typical Germanic pattern router 

and the Stanley type cast iron routers, in my 45 years of 
collecting I have only seen one router marked with the 

stamp of an American planemaker.  

Very peculiar piece. The grain is bizarre with a radical change 

from curly maple to straight grain. Oddly large ram’s horn nut. 

Birch wood with carved volutes and vines. Well crafted.  

Birch wood router with great design.  

Curly cormier 

wood with great 

wing nut. 

Large solid mahogany wood router. 

Uniquely shaped 

router with inlay 

and brass plate at 

the wingnut. See 

above wingnut 
area. 

Laminated curiosity. 

Maple, mahogany & 

walnut wood. Unique 

knurled brass cutter 

tightening nut. 
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CRAFTS 40th Anniversary Remembrance 
By Herb Kean & Steve Zluky 

 

On a beautiful autumn day in 1977, a small group of 

tool collectors met at a tool auction in Beach Lake, PA, 
in the Pocono Mountains.  At the end of the auction, 

the following people met and suggested that we needed 

a tool collectors group in New Jersey.  Those present 
included Ed and Ruth Bragg, Harry O’Neill, Alex 

Farnham, Bob Fridlington, and Steve and MarKay 

Zluky.  Ed Bragg said he would organize the club, and 
sent 40 letters to the EAIA members who lived in the 

central Jersey area.   

Small group meetings were held at Ed’s home in 

Bridgewater, NJ.  Thirty people attended including the 
original seven along with Herb Kean, Chuck Granick, 

and Bill Gustafson.  A committee was formed to set up 

the ground rules, then a formal open meeting was held 
on December 4, 1977, at the Jeremiah Field Home-

stead in Piscataway, NJ, at the courtesy of Dr. Joseph 

Kler, founder of East Jersey Olde Towne. 

 

The club’s first officers were:  President, Ed Bragg; 

Vice President, Steve Zluky; Secretary, Bob Fridling-

ton; and Treasurer, Carroll Palmer.  The initial meeting 

was a great success with more than 30 tool enthusiasts 
attending.  The club newsletter, named The Tool Shed, 

was artistically decorated by Larry Fuhro.  It was first 

published in February, 1978.  The second meeting was 
held on February 19, 1978.  The format for future 

meetings was set and our purpose was written.  Also at 

the meeting, Jim Aber suggested the name of our tool 
club, CRAFTS of NJ (Collectors of Rare and Familiar 

Tools Society of New Jersey).   

 

On June 4, 1978, our 
officers were formal-

ly elected along with 

a Board of Directors 
which included Herb 

Kean, who has stead-

fastly continued to 
serve our club in 

many ways.  It was not long before Ed Bragg moved to 

upper New York State in September, and Steve Zluky 

became President.  The club owes a lot to Steve for his 
long service and ability to grow the club. 

 

From there the 
club continued to 

grow with our first 

auction held at the 

Taylor Hose Co. in 
High Bridge, NJ, 

on April 28, 1979.  

Harry O’Neill and 
Herb Kean orga-

nized the auction, 

and Herb was our 
first auctioneer.  

The first club pic-

nic was held at 

Alex Farnham’s 
farm.  Gradually, 

our club became 

nationally known 
and gained inter-

national members 

as well. 
 

Today CRAFTS 

maintains a fairly 

steady mem-
bership of 

about 450 peo-

ple, and has a very good reputation through The Tool 
Shed which is edited by Bob Garay. 

Over the years, many friendships were formed within 

the club.  Not only were our lives enriched with the 

knowledge of the tools that made America great, but 
also with the many friends who made our club so pop-

ular.  We owe a lot to many members over the years 

who gave of their time and talent to make CRAFTS of 
New Jersey what it has become today. 

1st Tool Shed banner drawn by editor Larry Fuhro. 

1st CRAFTS logo 

drawn by Larry 

Fuhro. 

First CRAFTS Auction notice. 

Early Tool Sheds had hand drawn funnies. 

Early Tool Shed “What’s It?” with Pop Rivet. 
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A Welsh Sampler: Stick Chairs, Love Spoons, 

and  Textiles 

By Ivan Raupp 
 

 The dynamic and 

colorful John Porritt 
once again  educated 

and entertained the as-

sembled CRAFTS 
membership at the No-

vember  meeting. John 

is a renowned restora-

tion expert and he has 
presented to a CRAFTS 

packed house twice 

before. His first presen-
tation was on ageing 

and coloring wood in 

restoring antique tools. 
The second presenta-

tion was an in depth 

study of English Wind-

sor chairs.  John’s 
breadth and depth in 

wood working and res-

toration techniques is 
truly impressive. 

 John’s latest presentation added a Welsh cultural  

context as demonstrated by the chairs, spoons, and tex-
tiles that he talked about. He made clear that each culture 

lends a style to the crafts that  are developed there.  By 

understanding the ele-

ments of style displayed 
one  can achieve  re-

freshing insights into 

how the people lived and 
a bit  about their  way of 

looking at the world. 

 Welsh stick chairs 

look lively! They look 
like they could jump up 

and run around a room. They are made with a unique rus-
tic look out of ash wood that grows locally in the hills 

and dales of Wales. John points out their natural shapes 

and stresses that Welsh chairs are minimally worked. 

They are of unadorned design, very strong, and very 
functional. 

 The woods used are shaped green, often with just the 

draw knife and spoke shave. But the simplicity of the 
shaping should not be underestimated. The design of 

these chairs is ingenious and immensely strong! The two 

part arm functions as a structural element that keeps the 
spindles under compression to insure stability and lasting 

strength. An ingenious wedge gives the scarf joint integri-

ty. Only Welsh chairs 

locked in the arms. All 
joints are stabilized by 

compression; no glue was 

used. All holes are drilled 
with straight sides and are 

not tapered. 

Of note is that the makers 
of Welsh Chairs often used 

naturally shaped wood in 

much of their work.  Also 

of note is that most Welsh 
chairs did not have (or 

need) stretchers. In addi-

tion to ash these chairs might include wood from haw-
thorn, sloe, holly, soft maple and elm. John Brown’s 

book, Welsh Stick Chairs, is the seminal reference for 

type and style. 

 John gave us an interesting overview of Welsh Love 
Spoons. These beautiful spoons were carved as a labor of 

love. They were given “as a sign of interest”. Each is as 

unique as the man who made it. Many different woods 
are used for Welsh loves spoons, including Yew and fruit 

wood. John showed us several examples including the 

one that he carved for his wife.  
 The “piece de resistance “ was a Welsh tailor's sam-

ple quilt  that was hand stitched in the 1890’s and pains-

takingly restored by a local woman. It is a magnificent 

example of Welsh Folk Art. 

John with one of his Welsh chairs.  

Welsh love spoons John carved. 

Welsh quilt John displayed. 

CRAFTS NEWS 
CRAFTS member James Bigham passed away after a short illness in September 2018. He was a dedicated tool collector and attend-

ed many CRAFTS events.  He will be missed by his friends and fellow tool collectors.  

 

Long time CRAFTS member John Rymon passed away in March of this year.  He lived in Washington, NJ and was a member of 
Crafts since 2007.  He will be missed by his fellow tool collectors.  

 

I received a kind note from pass CRAFTS member Jack Whelan’s daughter, Kathy, concerning our CRAFTS endowment work with 

the Rockaway Boro bell project. She mentioned it was a wonderful tribute to CRAFTS, my parents and Dominic Micilizzi. She 

mentioned how her parents Jack and Helen thoroughly enjoyed their work with CRAFTS over the many years and the lasting 

friendships of its members. She was very happy with the work CRAFTS did with the endowment money she donated.  
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 Their was much anticipation for this years picnic 
as it was being held at a new location. Very compre-

hensive plans were made well in advance by picnic 

coordinator John Czekaj as if General Patton himself  

were on duty. But Mother Nature had her own plans 
and rain was slated for the days activities. Yet John 

and CRAFTS was prepared and we had a huge barn/

auditorium to set up our tailgate sales indoors. As we 
arrived I was surprised to see John standing out in the 

rain guiding us to 

the barn. Such devo-
tion! As CRAFTS 

members set up in-

side the normal sight 

of tools being taken 
out of boxes and 

buyers rushing to get 

the first look was 
typical.  Each mem-

ber set up 1-2 tables 

allowing room for all selling members to have room.  
Soon the room was abuzz with buying and selling, 

rain be dammed.    

 Shortly our pre-

senter Liam Luck 
arrived to setup and 

demonstrate his 

wood craft.  He is a 
young man who 

learned early from 

his dad the art of 
hand crafting kitch-

en utensils like 

wooden spoons, 

spurtles, spatulas 

and cutting boards. It was a lively presentation as he 
demonstrated the use of hand tools to make his wood-

en utensils.  

 Of course a major part of the picnic is the chance 

to catch up with old friends. The fact that we were 
inside with less space, meant we had less tools to look 

at, and this allowed us more of a chance to spend so-

cializing. Across 
the street was the 

large cafeteria 

where the displays 
were set up. As I 

went there, I  real-

ized the rain en-

couraged members 
to spend more 

time here as well, 

checking out the 
great displays.  

  

 Now for any-

body that was there 
I don’t have to re-

mind them how 

good the food was. 
In fact I venture to 

say the best food in 

many years. Then there was 

the deserts. The staff at Camp 
Tecumseh went all out for CRAFTS. Ivan Raupp got 

a huge cake for CRAFTS 40th birthday. Needless to 

say - WE ATE WELL!   
 After eating we enjoyed the giving of display 

awards and the lively “What’s It” activity. This was 

led by Charles Hildebrandt and Joe Hauck. Ivan 
awarded his “President Award” to Ed Rentsch for his 

dedicated work as a director and treasurer. In all it 

was a fun day and who cared if it rained.  

There was plenty of room for members to set up 

inside this huge arched roof auditorium.  

Liam shaping wood for the wood-

en spoon he was making.  

Tools being inspected by buyers.  

Herb Kean & Ken Vliet enjoying the 

social part of the picnic.  

Josh Kavett’s display on the smallest (And rarest.), 

 Fisher anvils and vises.  

Crafts birthday cake. 

See more on page 12 

CRAFTS Picnic 
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CRAFTS 2018 Micalizzi Award Biographies 
 
 My name is Sean C. Krusen. I am 17 years old and 

attend Northern Burlington High School. Throughout high 

school I have been a fan of mathematics, physics, and espe-

cially engineering. I played a role in the Technology Stu-

dent Association designing systems for robotics and other 

machines. When I am not in school, I enjoy gardening, 

mountain biking, fishing, and hiking. I also like 3d model-

ing and have a profound interest in 3d printing and air-

planes. I love building things! The summer of my junior 

year of high school, I built my first 3d printer. This year, I 
am building a CNC router for cutting wood, plastics, etc.  

 Next fall, I am 

attending Rensselaer 

Polytech Institute to 

study mechanical or 

aerospace engineering. 

I hope to one day be-

come an aerodynami-

cist or a 3d printing 

engineer. I am very 

thrilled to have re-
ceived your reward, 

and one day in college, 

will be using the funding to design, build, and test a ma-

chine that will hopefully change the world. In short, I thank 

the CRAFTS for awarding me with their scholarship, and 

will be using it to fill my toolbox!  

 

********************************************** 

  

 Hi, I'm Elena Harris. Growing up I fell in love with art 

in many forms, and these eventually expanded from draw-

ing and painting to sewing, mixed media, sculpting, weav-
ing, graphic design, woodworking and more. I could not 

stay with one media because I liked to try new things, even 

if it is not wholly art related, like track, karate, cooking, 

baking and so on. Now that I am wrapping up my senior 

year, and working on my Capstone project I wanted to 

learn and design, create, 

and make many different 

things. So I settled down 

on creating my own Etsy 

page where I could make 

what I want and sell it to 
anybody who is interested.  

 I plan to invest my 

scholarship money to-

wards my Etsy workshop 

at my house. I will use it 

to get tools and supplies 

that I need to start off my 

shop, and hope to re-

invest all my profits back 

into my Craft. I am very thankful to earn this scholarship to 

help start out my own little business and hope that I can 

help inspire someone else one day to appreciate these tools 
and materials like I do. 

WANT ADS 

 

Help With Tool Collections - I can assist you with tool collection.  

Finding buyers for your tools., total shop cleanouts.  

Call Bob Garay (201)874-2568 or email- takeadip@optonline.net. 

Authentic Tools for traditional trades – jane@shorthillstudio.com 

www.TimelessToolsandTreasures.com  - 603-588-2603 

Need Help disposing of your tools or home items?  Entire or partial house 

clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710. 

JIMBODETOOLS.COM – The largest antique tool website on earth 

buying and selling fine antique tools.  Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or email 

jim@jimbodetools.com.  

The Tool Exchange –Australia’s home of fine old tools for sale.  Our 

website has over 18,000 photos of tools.  We ship to over 30 countries. 

www.toolexchange.com.au   

WV Tools: CRAFTS member and eBay seller concentrating on bitstock 

tools and more. 

Check Out – Tom Lamond’s yesteryearstools.com, an internet magazine 

on hand tools, their makers and their markings. 

Wanted - Bell System tools and electrician’s pliers. Ted Davidson 609-

731-6915 

Antique Tool Restoration - John Porritt, Spencertown, NY. 518-392-

0603, email - PORRITT3@GMAIL.COM 

Whitney House Antiques Tool Shop - Antique & user quality tools for 

sale - Lafayette Mill Antique Center, Lafayette, NJ - 

www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com  

Wanted - Stanley rules in very good to fine condition: #’s - 14(6”,2f), 52, 

58-1/2,59,70,72,73,76C,77,81,82,83. Stew May, (201) 282-4335  

Wanted - Better planes by Grant, Marley, Alford, J.Stiles, SE Jones, 

C.Allen, Tobey, Oothoudt, Jamain, Douglass. E.Baldwin -,Joe  Hauck, 

908-236-2072. 

Sean with teacher Dave Potts.  

Elena with teacher Dave Potts 

CRAFTS AUCTION APRIL 27, 2019 
The auction will be held April 27, 2019 at the Old Wick Fire Co. We 

have received many lots that have been cataloged. Our cut - off date is 

January 1, 2019. Please send in your auction consignment lists by that 

date. Bring tools to Steve Zluky (908-534-2710), call ahead for time and 
directions. Auction flyers will be available to distribute and advertise.  

CRAFTS Tool Shed is looking for a news reporter 

Bob Garay the Tool Shed editor is looking for a member to be a CRAFTS 

event reporter. This would include taking photos and reporting about the 

four meetings annually and also the picnic and auction. These narratives 

would play a vital role in the production of the Tool Shed. Of course as-
sistance from editor Bob would enable any member to develop a top 

notch narrative. Please email - takeadip@optonline.net 

IMPORTANT - CRAFTS TOOL SHED CHANGING 

Crafts has been transitioning to a digital "Tool Shed" over the last two 

issues. This helps us hold the cost of publication to reasonable limits. 

Unless we hear from you, this will be your last issue of the paper “Tool 

Shed". If you need to have "hard copy"  please notify;  
Stewart May - stewart.may21@gmail.com 

300 Winston Drive, Unit 1609, Cliffside Park, NJ 07010 

javascript:main.compose('new','t=jane@shorthillstudio.com')
http://www.timelesstoolsandtreasures.com
mailto:jim@jimbodetools.com
http://www.toolexchange.com.au
http://www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com


THE TOOLSHED - DEC. 2018 

12 

 

TOOL EVENTS 

 
January 26 -  M-WTCA Area P Meet, 24th annual meet/dealer 
show and York Auction. Wyndom Garden, York, PA, Don 

Stark, Starkcd@aol.com , 717-367-5207  

 

Feb. 1 - David Stanley Auction - Leicestershire, England. 

www.davidstanley.com.   phone - 011-44-1530 222320  

 

Feb. 3 – Crafts of NJ Monthly Meeting, Masonic Lodge, High 

Bridge, NJ, Ivan Raupp, ivanraupp@aol.com. 

 

March 1-3 - The Woodworking Show, The Meadowlands Expo 

Center, Secaucus, NJ www.thewoodworkingshows.com 
 

March 15-16 - Donnelly Antique Tool Auction,  

Indianapolis, IN. - www.mjdtools.com 

 

March 16 - PATINA Auction & Dealer show. Damascus Vol-

unteer Fire Assoc. 10211 Lewis Dr.  Damascus, MD. David 

Murphy - muphydave1898@gmail.com  

 

March 29-30 - Brown Tool Auction , Radisson Inn, Camp Hill, 

PA. Jim Gehring, 800-248-8114 - www.finetoolj.com 

 

April 27 - CRAFTS Auction, Oldwick Fire House, Rt 523, Old-
wick, NJ - Steve Zluky 908-534-2710 

Pat Ryan’s display - Stark watchmakers lathes. 

Ivan Raupp’s display of goosewing axes of 

Southeastern, PA. 

Ivan awarding Ed with the Presi-

dents Award. 

CRAFTS Picnic Photos 

Pat Ryan’s Stark No. 3 lathe on display, 

Josh Kavett’s Fisher display featured the rare items above. 

Left is a early 10 lb. Fisher anvil made in early 1850’s. Above 

right is rare #1 Fisher double screw 1852 vise.  

Setup inside for rainy day tailgate sales.  

Joe Hauck & Stew May. 

Payoff for the 50-50 raffle contest. 

javascript:addSender(%22ivanraupp@aol.com%22)
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Above and below are photos of Stew May’s 1st place rule display.  

Blacksmith’s double calipers display at picnic.  

Small pocket wrenches and bicycle wrenches on display. 
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CRAFTS Dealers 

TAKEADIP TOOLS 

I am a enthusiast in the his-

tory and use of antique 

tools. I am past President of 

CRAFTS and editor of 
“The Tool Shed”.  I am a 

Navy veteran where I 

worked as a metalsmith for 

six years. I am a retired 

shop teacher where I em-

phasized the use of hand 

tools to develop craftsman-

ship. I have an extensive collection of antique tools and 

regularly give presentations on their history and use. I have 

a passion in restoration of tools of the past for today’s 

craftsman, and have been selling them as a business since 

1998. These vintage tools are given a second life and 
craftsmen find they often have a soul of their own.  

 

Takeadip Tools is involved with: 

 Selling antique tools at shows and by appointment. 

 Selling antique & vintage tools on eBay.  

 Writing about antique tools & publishing. 

 Giving presentations to groups about antique tools. 

 Assisting people with selling collections of tools. 

 Buying antique & vintage tools. 

 

eBay store - www.ebay.com/str/takeadiptools 

Web - takeadiptools.com           Facebook - Takeadip Tools 
Email - takeadip@optonline.net      Phone - (201)874-2568 

ANTIQUE HAND TOOLS 

BOUGHT AND SOLD 
 

Large “Hands On”  

selection of tools  

for viewing 

 

New Estate items  

added weekly 

 

Additions for your 

shop or collection, 

user grade to  

top shelf condition 

 

15+ years experience with antique tools. 

 

Local tool estate assessments welcome 

 

484-795-9869     /   jcboxlot@ptd.net 

Whitney House Antiques 

Tool Shop  

“Celebrating 40 Years” 

Specializing in Antique Woodworking Tools 

for the Collector and Craftsman 

~ ~ ~  

Lafayette Mill Antique Center, Lafayette, NJ 
Buying 1 Piece or Entire Collections 

973-879-1101 

lmariconda@outlook.com 

www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com 
www.ebay.com/str/whitneyhouseantiques 

IG: @whitneyhousetoolshop 

LAMOND’S VINTAGE TOOLS 
 

Buying and Selling Vintage Tools 
 

 Woodworking 

 Machinists 

 Catalogues 

 Tool Chests 
 

eBay Seller -  

andrelamon0 

 

Drew Lamond  

(516) 398-5984 

Email - lamonddrew@gmail.com 

http://www.whitneyhousetoolshop.com
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We hold six antique tool auctions each 

year. Many items from these auctions are 

exported world-wide. 

These consist of both user tools and col-

lectable early tools.  

 

David Stanley Auctions - Leicestershire, 

England. www.davidstanley.com.   phone 

- 011-44-1530 222320  

 

2019 Auction dates 

February 1st  

April 12th 

June 21st  

September 13th   

November 15th   

 

William A. Gustafson Antiques 
 

Antique Tool Broker of Collections of Merit 
Appraisal, Purchase Services 

oldtools@taconic.net                        1-518-392-2845 

Brown Tool Auctions 
 

 Our sales are known 

the world over for 

quality and consistent 

prices.  

 We offer the widest 

market and options 

for tailoring our sales 

to your collection. 

 Quality and service 

are not just 

buzzwords; it's the way our company does 

business.  

 We offer very competitive consignment fees 

and will not be underpriced.  

 

Jim Gehring, 800-248 8114 www.finetoolj.com 

https://www.finetoolj.com/
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D’Elia   
Antique Tool Museum 

 

 
The D’Elia Antique Tool Museum is located in Scotland, Connecticut, and has on display Andrew D’Elia’s Col-

lection of Antique Woodworking Hand Planes.  

 

Andy’s extensive collection has many examples of patented planes from 1820 to 1940 featuring inventors such as 
Knowles, Holly, Loughborough, L. Bailey, Rodier, Worrall, and many 

other rare inventors. All of the antique planes were acquired by Andrew 

D’Elia over the last 35 years. The collection consists of rare Stanley, Sar-
gent, Connecticut plane makers, and a number of Dutch and English 

planes.  

 
Also on display is a collection of rare 18th century wooden planemakers 

such as F. Nicholson, Chelor, I. Nicholson, I. Jones, Jo. Fuller, Jn. Tower, 

and others.  

 
The collection of patented planes is probably the most ever assembled in 

one place. A number of the patented planes are represented in great 

depth. A visit to the D’Elia Antique Tool Museum gives one the oppor-
tunity to study a large number of woodworking planes all in one location.  

Contact Andy for a scheduled visit and bring a friend or two -  

 

21 Brook Road, Scotland, CT  
Web: http://www.deliatoolmuseum.com  

phone - (860) 423-2016        email - delia@snet.net.  

Above - Ivory plow plane made by CRAFTS 

member Dominic Micilizzi. It was thru the 

sale of this plane, that the Micilizzi family al-

lowed CRAFTS to start the Micilizzi Endow-

ment that has become a major educational 

part of the CRAFTS mission.  

CRAFTS Endowment started here 

Made by Dominic Micilizzi 
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS OF SIGNIFICANCE TO CRAFTS 

 
Museum of Early Trades and Crafts - http://www.metc.org/ - A historical museum that provides exhibits and 

workshops of the trades and crafts practiced in New Jersey from its earliest settlement. Many programs for chil-

dren. Long time CRAFTS member. 

Professional Woodworkers Guild of Upper NJ - http://njwoodguild.com/ -  A fine professional woodworkers 

organization in northern NJ and surrounding area with some CRAFTS members.  

 
Woodworkers' Guild of South Jersey - http://wgsj.org/ - A group of hobbyists and professional woodworkers in 

central - southern NJ.  

 

The Central Jersey Woodworkers Association - http://cjwa.org/ -  A large group of hobbyists and professional 
woodworkers in central NJ.  

 

The North Jersey Woodworkers Assoc.  - http://njwa.dreamhosters.com/ - A good size group of both hobbyists 
and professional woodworkers.  

 

New Jersey Woodturners association - www.njwoodturners.com/  -  Good active group with monthly meetings, 

website with some CRAFTS members.  
 

Garden State Marquetry Society Plus -  http://njmarquetry.com/  -  Good active group, presents at NJ Wood-

workers show yearly. 
 

Jersey Hills Wood Carvers Club - https://sites.google.com/site/jerseyhillswoodcarvers/  -  Active local club and 

presents at yearly Sussex Farm & Horse Show – (State Fair in Aug. every year.) 
 

American Woodcarving & Art School of Wayne, New Jersey – www.americanwoodcarving.com/ - The School 

offers classes in woodcarving, sculpture, drawing and watercolor painting. 

 
North Jersey Woodcarvers - www.njwoodcarvers.com/  -  Chapter of the National Woodcarvers Association.  

 

New Jersey Blacksmiths Association - www.njblacksmiths.org/ - Good active group with many events. 
 

The Delaware Valley Old Time Power & Equipment Association - www.daysofthepast.com - Good show dur-

ing Sept. at Washington Crossing State Park. 
 

Blue Mountain Antique Gas & Steam Engine Assoc. - www.jacktown.org/ - Fantastic shows & fleamarket. 

Many CRAFTS members belong and set up for shows. 

 

Peters Valley - www.petersvalley.org - Peters Valley School of Craft is located in Delaware Water Gap National 

Recreation Area. Having craft/art studios with workshops run by professional artists from around the globe.  

Millbrook Village - http://www.njskylands.com/hsmillbrookvillage - Part of the Delaware Water Gap National 

Recreation Area, is a re-created community of the 1800s where aspects of pioneer life are exhibited and occasional-

ly demonstrated by skilled and dedicated docents throughout the village. Many CRAFTS members involved.  

The Woodworking Shows - www.thewoodworkingshows.com/ - Providing woodworkers with hands-on trade 

shows across the United States. In NJ - March 1-3, 2019, hosting many workshops and exhibits - also hosting local 

woodworking related clubs.   

http://njwoodguild.com/
http://cjwa.org/
http://njwa.dreamhosters.com/
http://www.njwoodturners.com/
http://njmarquetry.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/jerseyhillswoodcarvers/
http://www.americanwoodcarving.com/
http://www.njwoodcarvers.com/
http://www.njblacksmiths.org/
http://www.jacktown.org/
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With its initial publication in 1983, A Guide 

to the Makers of American Wooden Planes 

profoundly transformed the emphasis and di-

rection of tool collecting. After several years 

of meticulous research, Thomas L. Elliott has 

completely redesigned, revised, and expanded 

this fifth edition to include entries and infor-

mation accumulated since the fourth edition.  

 

The heart of this guide is the alphabetical di-

rectory of plane makers and dealers. This fifth 

edition now includes: 4590 biographical en-

tries; 6160 imprint illustrations; 3030 wedge 

outlines; and over 3000 individual ratings for 

judging relative scarcity and value. Also included are sections providing insights helpful in buying and selling 

planes, an illustrated glossary of plane terms and styles, and an extensive bibliography for further research.  

 

This book is useful to both the beginner and the advanced collector, to historians and genealogists, and to all 

other with an interest in the subject.  

 

456 pages, Paperback, 8.5"x11",  Astragal Press - $40.00    

http://www.astragalpress.com/index_astragal.htm        phone - (866) 543-3045        email - info@finneyco.com 

ANTIQUE TOOL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Early American Industries Association  - The leading organization for research and publication in the area of early 
American tools and trades. http://eaiainfo.org/ 

 

Mid West Tool Collector’s Association - Worlds largest tool collecting organization that have local level meetings and 

shows at the national level. https://mwtca.org/ 
  

Potomac Antique Tools and Industries Association (PATINA) - A regional tool club based in the Washington, D.C. 

area for people who have an interest in the tools, crafts or manufacturing processes of the past.  http://
www.patinatools.org/ 

 

Ohio Tool Collectors Association (OTCA) A regional organization to Ohio and the surrounding states, currently with 
nationwide & international membership. https://sites.google.com/site/ohiotool/home 

 

Pacific Northwest Tool Collectors - Antique tool club of the north west United States and British Columbia. https://

pntc.website/ 
  

The Tool Group of Canada - A group interested in collecting and studying antique tools. http://

www.thetoolgroupofcanada.com/ 
 

Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America, ABANA is dedicated to perpetuating the noble art of blacksmith-

ing. https://abana.org/ 

https://pntc.website/

