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Another Approach to Tool Collecting
by David Crocco

useum-quality specimens of tools of the
Mwoodworking crafts surely have their prized

positions among the displays of serious
collectors (are there any other kinds?); they are also
carefully mantled by modern-day timber framers who
manage the tweaking of each other’s avarice while
combining the showing with tales born of that well-
known affliction diagnosed as "Tool Acquisition
Syndrome."

This story, however, has no real connection to
museum-quality tools, and it might even represent
something of a redemption from avarice and
acquisitiveness. It involves "user-quality" tools, and
it concerns donating the tools for use by apprentices.

It began some years ago at a gathering of some
400-odd members of the Timber Framers Guild of
North America in Guelph, Ontario, where they had
assembled to build a covered bridge. See Photo 1. A
gentleman who has spent most of his adult life promoting
apprenticeships among young people as a method of
reviving the building of wooden boats addressed the Guild
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Photo 1. Assembling the bridge at Guelph

at the principal luncheon that weck. He exhibited a half-
model of a wooden boat said to have been used by Peter
The Great in St. Petersburg, Russia, and he challenged the
Guild to support an expedition to Russia to assist some
young people in building a workshop for apprentice
wooden boatbuilders. It seems that two of the youngsters
had spent a year in Maine learning how to build wooden
boats, and they were then ready to initiate others in those
skills. The thought was that the Guild could jump-start the
building and strengthen the connection between the
Russian group and America.
(continued on page 4)

June 14 - CRAFTS Meeting
High Bridge, NJ, Masonic Lodge

Program by Frank Klausz
(see page 2)

lIgDprogram starts at 1 p.m. =
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In late May/early June you will be receiving your dues notice
(unless you have paid in advance). Please note that dues will
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interest in early trades and industries, and in the
identification, study, preservation and exhibition of tools
and implements used and made in New Jersey as an
integral part of our heritage.

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares
the above interests. Annual dues per person or couple
are fifteen dollars for the membership year of July 1
through June 30. Membership fees may be sent to the
Treasurer: John Whelan, 38 Colony Court, Murray Hill,
NJ 07974 (write check payable to Crafts of New Jersey).

CRAFTS of NJ meets at the HOST Masonic Lodge,
High Bridge. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go
north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light at the
High Bridge exit. Tum right and go about half a mile to
Dennis Ave. Tum left, then straight to the Masonic
Lodge (on the left). Tailgate sales in the parking lot
begin at 12 PM.; meeting starts at 1 PM.
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CRAFTS Calendar of Events
June 14, 1998 - CRAFTS meeting, High Bridge, N.J.

June 30, 1998 - ToolShed (Sept. issue) free ad deadline.

Sept. 13, 1998 - CRAFTS picnic
Nov. 8, 1998 - CRAFTS meeting, High Bridge, N.J.
April 17, 1999 - CRAFTS Auction, Flemington, N.J.

1998-99 Dues Notice

increase to $15 to cover the increased cost of the Tool Shed.
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Speaker’s Profile - Frank Klausz

The April 1997 ToolShed profiled Frank Klausz before one
of his great CRAFTS presentations. For that meeting Frank had
made his own crown moulder, iron and all. The photo below
shows it in use. Frank also showed us how to make the same
moulding with three simple wooden planes.

Frank continues as
Contributing Editor of
American Woodworker,
and he has completed a
few new videos that have
not yet been released.

You may recall Frank

telling us that his students

have to demonstrate a

basic competency with

hand tools before they are

allowed to start a project.

Well, at our June meeting

Frank is going to teach us

some  basic  skills.

Starting  with  rough

lumber Frank will cut and

plane stock for a mortise

and tenon joint, and then show how to make that joint properly.
Sound simple? Well it is for this world-class artisan, and it may
be for you after the June meeting. (Photo by Charlie Flynn)

Don’t Pick on Jack Zimmerman
In Apnl’s “Meet Your Dealers,” it was reported that Jack’s most
remarkable tool find was “a Stanley No. 95 ivory rule.” Some
of Jack’s friends have been ribbing him about this. The article
should have read, ““ an A. Stanley No. 95 ivory rule.” This was
your editor’s fault, so please give Jack a break!

Frank W. Kingsbury

Your editors regret reporting that Frank died on
April 16. He was co-editor, with Mary Alice
Kingsbury, of the ToolShed for four years, 1988-1991.
A retired veterinarian, he was legendary for his love
affair with wrenches. No one of us represents our tools
with the enthusiasm that Frank showed for his
wrenches. His collection was organized in a basement
“museum.” You were not invited to see his 3,000
wrenches; you were invited to visit his museum. He
was an articulate speaker and when his subject was
wrenches, for that moment, you would love wrenches
too. CRAFTS, EAIA, Mid-West Tool Collectors, and
the Missouri Valley Wrench Club will miss him.

Bill Rigler

We also will miss Bill Rigler, of Wartrace, Tenn. who died
on April 10. Bill was a contributor to the 7o0lShed.



PRESIDENT’S
'CORNER

I hope those who attended our auction enjoyed
themselves. The display of coachmaker’s plows was
impressive. Greg Welsh and company did a great job.
The sale grossed over $60,000 for our consignors. We did
have one last minute “adjustment.” It seems that as a
result of the wet weather at the 1997 sale we rutted up the
grassy area behind the Elks’ Lodge. We were advised at
9 PM Friday that we would not be able to have tailgate
sales. In a rare display of restraint I kept quiet while Jack
Zimmerman and Dave Paling negotiated an agreement that
required each vendor to pay the Elks $10. This seemed to
be a far better outcome than disappointing both buyers and
sellers who would be coming to the sale expecting
tailgating. My thanks to Jack and Dave. Next year we will
deal with the issue sooner to avoid a last minute surprise.
Please remember that we are guests whether we are at the
Elks Lodge for our auction, the Brady Camp for our picnic,
or the Hobart Lodge in High Bridge for our meetings, and
therefore we must abide by their rules and leave things as
they were when we arrived.

Dues notices will be coming out soon. You will notice
that we have raised the dues. I'll admit we don’t like doing
it, and it probably isn’t the most astute thing to do before
our June election, but rising costs for paper and printing
(especially the number of photos we offer) have made this
necessary. Hank Allen and Stu Shippey have worked hard
to strike a balance to produce a quality publication at a
reasonable cost. Our dues raise enough money to just
cover the 700lShed costs, while the auction and additional
fees support other activities. I believe the 7o0lShed is a
top-notch publication and, by itself, is “worth the price of
admission.”

Frank Klausz has volunteered to be the speaker at our
June meeting (that should ensure high voter tumout). 1
believe he will be showing us how to use hand tools to
perform basic operations and make joints. If you have a
basic hand tool like a chisel, saw, or plane that just won’t
behave, perhaps Frank can give you some advice on how
to “tame it” or proclaim it a permanent decorative item.

Welcome to new members: Joe Comunale, Wood-
bridge; Tom Decker, Greensburg, IN; Francis Fisher,
Marlton; John Henry, Gothsville, PA; Kevin Kane,
Annandale; Donald Kazlauskis, Jackson; Francis & Velma
Merrick, La Janta, CO; Tom Nitkowski, Atlanta, GA;
Martin Reich, Hamilton; & Joe Stepien, Upper Montclair.

Joe

Meet Your Dealers
Bill Spicer
The purpose of this column is NOT to evaluate dealers,

but simply to present useful & interesting information
about tool sources..

Who’s had the most antique tool auctions so far in
19987 Well, it’s new CRAFTS member Bill Spicer of
Exeter, Rhode Island. He formed a partnership with Bud
Steere in 1997 with the goal of bringing us regular tool
auctions. Bud, of course, is well known to us as a long-
time CRAFTS member, a publisher of tool catalogs since
1978, and the owner of a magnificent tool collection of
his own. See “Meet Your Dealers” in the November
1995 Tool Shed and “Bud’s Tool Room” in the
September 1996 issue.

Bill 1s a graduate of the University of Rhode Island,
with a BA in Business Administration. In the mid-1980s
he graduated from the Missouri Auction School at
Indiana University. He is the only accredited member of
the Certified Auctioneer Institute in Rhode Island. Many
auctioneers shy away from the CAI designation because
there are continuing education requirements. Bill knows
the auction business.

Early in the 1970s, and before college, Bill had
started collecting primitive and antique furniture. When
it came time to sell some, Bill decided to auction them
himself rather than to use other outlets. That first auction
in 1981 grossed $3,300! That was the beginning of a
career. Now Bill averages 50 auctions a year including
arts, antiques, estates, real estate, and benefit auctions.

Bill had a few tool auctions before his partnership
with Bud. A few were in Mystic, Conn. Bill’s wife,
Beverly, does the accounting. I recall an auction he held
in 1990. When it came time to check out, I was prepared
for the usual “adding of tickets,” but when I gave Beverly
my number she handed me an invoice — computer
generated on the spot! Bill was the first auctioneer to
computerize his auctions, and Beverly still checks us out.

It is not unusual for an auctioneer who deals in estates
to accumulate enough tools, over time, to hold a tool
auction and that was how Bill got started with tools. But
now, with Bud on the team, he’s serious about the tool
business. On Friday before auctions there is tailgating
and viewing, and you can meet most of your New
England friends there. North Kingstown is just off Route
95 before Providence. Mystic Seaport is on the way. If
you’ve never been there, you should take an extra day
around an auction and see all the great stuff.

Bill advertises in the Newtown Bee and in local
Rhode Island papers. We’ll include his auctions in our
“Auction Schedule” whenever the timing permits.  In
addition, Bill has a mailing list for his tool auctions. To
get on the list, write to Bill at 276 Widow Sweets Road,
Exeter, RI 02852, or call him at 401-295-0339. You can
reach Bud Steere at 401-884-5049.
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Another Approach to Tool Collecting
by David Crocco (continued from page 1)

Fifteen Guild members answered the challenge in
1992, and twelve days after their arrival the bottom
four "rounds" of a scribed-log shop some fifteen
meters in length were set up on the banks of the Neva
River within walking distance of some of the best
architecture in the city. A second expedition advanced
the walls and established the roof line, leaving rough
window and door openings. On each of these
occasions the serious lack of hand tools, as well as the
great care being given to such as they had by the

Russian youngsters, was immediately obvious. See
Photos 2 and 3. Photo 2. The additon to the workshop in progress. The one-

A third working group was assembled in the fall of ~ Year old corner posts hgd to be shortened 2"'in situ to
1993, including four members of the original compensate for shrmkagg in the log walls. The timber b_emg
expedition,; at that time the building needed tightening fea UiPoriiv i RiBTar (s (he KGel ar'tisBeniy Bayisid.
up as well as permanent windows and doors and a roof
capable of surviving the legendary Russian winter. By
that time, the Russian group included four apprentices
trained in Maine and a resident American instructor on
loan from the Maine school. Prompted by a member of
the original traveling work group who could not join
the third expedition, the Maine school instructor and
the four graduates were asked to draw up a "wish list"
of hand tools to form the basic tool kit of an apprentice
wooden boatbuilder with enough training to begin
working at the craft. The insert (Boatbuilder’s Tool
List) is the product of that series of conferences.

The list was sent to the whole Timber Framers
Guild, together with stories of the near reverence of the
Russian youngsters for hand tools, even those requiring
hours of labor to render them effiective. Gradually, Photo 3. Two U.S. timber framers in the workshop
donations of tools accumulated from all parts of the making windows from scratch to replace
continent. Tales of auction "steals" and flea market the original plastic window covers.
"coups" abounded through the winter of 1993 and the
spring of the next year. The collection was inventoried
in June of that year; by then enough tools had been
collected to make up three individual kits for delivery
to the young adventurers from Russia.

That year's biennial challenge meet of the nine
countries involved with Atlantic Challenge Foundation
was held in Penetanguishene, Ontario Canada (on the
Southern shore of Georgian Bay), and the Timber
Framers Guild had scheduled the building of a pavilion
as a gift to the host city. The travel adventure, itself,
could support a novel but for the lack of so many of the
details; but, somehow, the Russian contingent appeared

with their handbuilt, 38 foot Bantry Bay Glg, the keel Photo 4. David Crocco on catwalk (bottom)
such a gig is required by the rules of the Atlantic  Planking is 3" larch fastened by 25 cm handforged nails.
Challenge. Imagine the sight of those twelve young Widely spaced ribs show location of gun ports.

4 THE TOOL SHED - JUNE 1998



Russians standing proudly next to their gig while 40-odd
timber framers looked on with tears rolling down their

- cheeks! The Guild managed to cobble up a ceremony to
commemorate the delivery of the tools to three of the
Russians, and then it was the Russians' turn to show a few
tears, making the whole effort worthwhile.

Around the end of 1995, it was learned that the
Russians had laid the keel and were advancing the ribs
of an eighteenth century style frigate, as near as
possible an exact replica of the "Shtandart" which was
built for Peter the Great. See Photos 4-7. From time to
time, word would come of progress and an occasional
photograph would circulate; and, in the meantime, more
tools were accumulated to make up additional Kkits.
Because of previous commitments to restore and
rebuild a CCC-built log pavilion in July of 1996 in the
Presidential Range of the White Mountains, the Guild
was unable to be represented at the biennial meet of
1996, held that year in Ireland. Contacts with and
information from St. Petersburg were sporadic over the
next year.

At length, a promise of a Russian tour for a
previously abandoned wife was fulfilled, and the
opportunity to verify progress on the frigate
materialized. As of July, 1997, the keel and frames are
substantially complete and the planking is well
advanced. Two additional completed tool kits were
delivered in St. Petersburg at that time. A particular
brand of hand-cranked boring machine, capable of
handling ship augers with extended shanks, was located
and loaned to the Russians for drilling through keelson,

Photo 6. Framing for the gun deck includes ribs, and keel for placement of 30 inch bolts. Their
dovetail joinery, identical to the original ship. promise is that the boring machine will be returned by
delivery of it to the American crew on the occasion of
the next biennial challenge meet in 1998 in Roskilde,
Denmark. There is hope that the "Shtandart” will be
launched in 1998, but supply dislocations and the
scarcity of volunteers skilled enough to perform the
work are sort of "constant" variables in the equation of
the work.

The collecting of listed tools proceeds apace
because there are rumblings of other and further groups
of idealistic youngsters out there who have the requisite
dedication and humility to learn how to use hand tools
to produce commendable work, and to test it in
competition with their peers from elsewhere in the
world. There surely are better collections of tools, but
there may not be any better reasons for collecting them.

Photo 5. The “Shtandart” under construction.
Workshop is on left.

' SRR I AU

Photo 7. Showing keel, ribs, and keelson (timber above base — -
of ribs parallel to keel). Keel is 10" x 10" ribs are 5-6" thick. | The “Boatbuilder’s Tool List’ and a note on David Crocco
Ribs are mortised into keel. The three elements are are on an insert in this issue. If you have a tool (or tools)
through-bolted with 30" bolts. Holes were bored on this listthat you would like to donate to the apprentice
with an Ajax boring machine, the only boring machine program, please write to David at 336 Eastside Avenue,

that allows continuous drilling of this depth. RGN, 07 a0 |
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THE TINBER FRAMERS GLUILD @F NORTH ANERICA

larger buildings are still built of wood, but there are
different ways of making the frame or skeleton of a
structure. As a method of wood construction, timber framing
has been practiced for centuries everywhere in the northern
hemisphere. Whereas typical light-frame construction today
involves a large number of relatively slender sticks of wood
simply cut to length and nailed together, a typical timber
frame structure requires a much smaller number of relatively
stout posts and beams, variously shaped at their connections
to lock together. Light-frame construction, even when
carefully done, is considered “rough” carpentry, and in
dwellings it is always concealed by finished walls and
ceilings. Modern timber frame work, on the other hand, is
generally exposed, and timbers can be as finely prepared as
the skill and care of the craftsman allow, in a frank
expression of structure suggesting strength and endurance.
For a variety of
reasons, timber framing in
North America receded in
the latter part of the 19%
century, and mixed
framing methods evolved
to satisfy the economic
and stylistic requirements
of changing times. In the
1970s a resurgence of
interest in  exposed
structure, under the
considerable influence of a
back-to-the-land  move-
ment, led to the modern
timber frame revival.
Today’s timber-
framed house offers
evident structural integrity with considerable decorative
possibilities, fully-integrated mechanical systems, and a
particularly high degree of energy efficiency, well able to
meet the functional and symbolic desires of our times. The
general revival of craftsmanship in North America is
widespread, and the reestablishment of timber framing grows
ever firmer each year.

The Timber Framers Guild of North America, a
nonprofit, educational organization, was born in 1984 by a
core group who met in their houses and workshops. Two
hundred enthusiastic people responded to the call for a
charter conference in June of 1985. The spirit of discovery
and newfound fellowship which glowed so brightly at that
conference, and the wish to share knowledge and to bring
everyone forward, remain very much alive. The Guild has
now grown fourfold, maintains a regular program of
international and regional conferences, sponsors project
workshops, and publishes a monthly newsletter, Scantlings,
and a quarterly journal, 7imber Framing.

Within its ranks the Guild supports a core of framers and

In North America, most of our homes and many of our
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scholars who work with both new and old buildings using
traditional timber-framing systems. The Traditional Timber
Framers Research and Advisory Group takes a leading
educational role, contributing significantly to Guild
publications and conferences and holding its own symposia.
The Timber Frame Business Council, a 1996 child of the
Guild, seeks to consolidate timber framing’s position within
the building world at large and to set a high standard of
business ethics for member firms.

Beyond its educational service to the membership, the
Guild has also reached into the public realm. The Guild has
publicly argued for the proper husbanding of our forest
resources to assure a timber supply to future generations, and
has gathered support from wood-users and environmentalists
alike in its approach to forest management officials.
Meanwhile, as a first-line means of conservation, certain
Guild companies specialize in the supply of salvage timber

and a growing number of
timber framers recycle
this material in newly
made frames.

In a public-spirited
gesture, the Guild donated
timber frames in 1989 to
Habitat for Humanity, a

nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organization
dedicated to providing
affordable housing.

Individual timbers were

cut by volunteers at

hundreds of shops around

the U.S., in Canada, and

even overseas. The 1989

- Annual Conference

included the spectacle of nearly the entire Guild membership

raising frames at Hanover, Pennsylvania, from finished
timbers brought together from all over.

In 1992 the Guild’s International Conference again
gathered for a major group effort, this time a 120-foot, clear-
span, Town Lattice covered bridge for the city of Guelph,
Ontario.(1) A team of Guild designers and engineers worked
out the structural questions and produced the working
drawings. The giant lattices were built in advance by small
crews under the direction of a Guild bridge expert, and the
massive 74-ton object was assembled and roofed over by the
350 members who attended.

Inspired by the work of the Atlantic Challenge
Foundation, Guild workparties traveled to St. Petersburg in
1992 and 1993 to assist a Russian youth service organization
to cut and erect an apprentice shop for boatbuilding.(1) In
1994 Guild-sponsored workshops produced public structures
in Texas and Georgian Bay, Ontario. From its beginnings as
a craft organization the Guild continues to reach out in un-
expected directions to reflect the whole lives of its members.



Membership in the Guild is open to all. While most
members are actively involved in designing and building
timber frames, the Guild also includes architects, designers
and other building professionals, suppliers of tools and mat-
erials to the timber frame trade, owner-builders, timber frame
owners, and pure aficionados of the craft. Members receive
the quarterly journal, Timber Framing and the monthly
newsletter, Scantlings, notices of sponsored conferences,
workshops, and seminars; and reduced fees at public events.

For information about the Guild or a subscription to
Timber Framing, write to: Timber Framers Guild, P.O. Box
1075, Bellingham WA 98227 or call 360-733-4002.

(1) See photos in feature article.

Ed: Thanks to Ken Rower, Editor of Timber Framing,
for providing the material for this article. If you're on
line check out the website at www.tfguild.org.

Chattering about Chatter Marks
by Hank Allen

irds chatter; people chatter; glaciers chatter; even
tools chatter. Tool chatter is the vibration caused

by a loose bit, blade, or cutter; lack of sufficient
power; etc. Birds and people leave little permanent
evidence of their chatter, but chattering in glaciers and in
tools leaves telltale chatter marks. Glacial chatter marks
are eons old, being a series of scars or gouges left on rock
surfaces by glacial rock fragments passing over them.
Chatter marks caused by tools are visible as a series of
waves or ridges on wood or metal surfaces.

Joel Moskowitz is a New York City, long-time tool
collector. His first tool was a vise that he inherited from
his blacksmith grandfather. But Norris planes from
England are his primary interest. He is interested in the
social and practical contexts of tools, and views each tool
as areason to go back in time and pursue both. If you talk
to him about tools, he’ll ask you so many questions your
head will spin!

One aspect of Joel’s business, Trilux, is creating
internet web sites for other businesses, including
museums. A project that Trilux created for a client
showpiece, inspired by Joel’s love of tools, is the Museum
of Woodworking Tools — www.antiquetools.com. The
current featured exhibit on this web site consists of some
history and photographs of ten tools from the Pollak
Collection. It’s very impressive. What’s all this got to do
with chatter you’re wondering. Coming up.

Joel’s next exhibit for his Museum will be about
wooden planes made by Cesar Chelor. He was with Marty
Pollak and Herb Kean in the Pollak tool room examining
a Chelor plane when he said to Herb, “What are these
marks?” They were chatter marks. It tums out that all the
moulding planes by Frances Nicholson, Cesar Chelor, and
the early planes of John Nicholson that several of us later
examined have chatter marks on the side of the handhold
along the step (See The Wooden Plane by Whelan, page

179.) Charlie Flynn took the photo of my Chelor for this
article. The chatter marks are evenly spaced vertical
marks ranging from 4 to %2 in length. They run the full
length of a plane. We suspect they came from a vibrating
blade in a non-skew rabbit plane or a scraper that was
used to clean up the handhold above the step.

This was not news to plane experts: Richard DeAvila,
Michael Humphrey, Ted Ingraham, David Englund and
others had noticed them before, but nothing has been
written about them as far as I can determine. You may
find chatter marks on other early planes; in fact you may
find them on the shoulders or on other places on the body
of a plane that was not carefully cleaned up.

Joel is certain to pursue the many questions the chatter
marks prompt:

Did the Nicholsons and Chelor have a single non-
skew rabbet plane or scraper that left chatter marks on all
the planes made in the original shop in Wrentham (John
Nicholson moved elsewhere in Wrentham and then to
Cumberland)? Did one of them do all the finishing up
with the same defective tool? Did Chelor make all of the
planes in Wrentham?

Check out the Pollak exhibit at the Museum of
Woodworking Tools at www.antiquetools.com. And one
of these days you will be treated to another exhibit on
Cesar Chelor. o8
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CRAFTS’ 1998 AUCTION
by Bob Nelson

As can partly be seen in Figures 1-5, the primary eye-
catchers of the 1998 CRAFTS auction were an assortment of
exceptional coach tools from the collection of the late Don
Rich. These mostly European tools have done quite well in
recent David Stanley and Tony Murland auctions in England
(where several of Don's were bought), but they are rarely seen
in the United States. Function was the only goal of most U.S.
coach tool makers and their products rarely included the
artistry of the European styles. There were also enough of
those two-handled draw and straight-tail U.S. types in the
auction to provide a unique opportunity to assess the current
state of the U.S. coach tool market. Leaping ahead to the
conclusion, draw-type prices were totally in the dumper and tail
type prices struggled to stay afloat. The prices of the beauties
were a bit too mixed to provide definitive answers, but were
generally lower than what they go for in England.

A nice boxwood compassed coach plow (Fig. 5) went for
a decent $525 in the early going. An S-shape French coach
tool then went for only $90; it had an attached saw-like blade
and, while not one of the more desirable examples of this style,
seemed to deserve a bit better than that. A draw type double
beader that brought $45 would probably have sold for $75 in
the late 1980s, but still fared better than a two-item beader and
router lot that brought only $15. Lot 241 was the first of a
sequence of four of the specials. It had one of the unusual and
rare "Crabclaw" irons on a body like a small plow plane. In
most other antique fields greater rarity attracts higher prices,
but tool collectors tend to penalize the unfamiliar. I suspect that
this piece would have done better than its $500 if it had a more
conventional iron. The next lot revealed an E.W. Carpenter
mark on a coach tool to be worth $2850. The tool sold for
$3950, but only that marking distinguished it from two
succeeding British coach tools (one shown in Fig. 3) that went
for $1100 each - decent prices for what they were.

The audience cooled off substantially by the time another
sequence of the specials started at Lot 271. At $325 a fine
example of the S-shape, French- style coach tool (Fig. 1) was
ridiculously low; a comparable piece was sold by David
Stanley in 1996 for $700, one went for $525 at the 1995
Brown Auction, and a far infierior one sold at CRAFTS some
years ago for $450. Lot 272 was substantially more elaborate
and attractive than its U.S. counterparts, but its basic two-
handled draw style could not be expected to attract much more
than the $175 it went for. Prices for the remainder of that
sequence - $250, $650, and $650 (Fig. 2) - were all low; the
two $650 lots were quite comparable to the two selling just
moments earlier for $1100. A bit later, a lot of 12 tailed coach
planes went for $425; it was hard to find one such piece for
less than $75 a few years ago. A lot of five very special and
unusual coach planes (Fig. 4) that Don paid David Stanley
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$1628 for then sold for $750, and another lot of unusually
small coach planes went for $325. None of the more mundane
types scattered through the rest of the auction approached the
levels they were selling for in the 1980s.

Past CRAFTS audiences have tended to continue to
support tools whose prices have been on the decline elsewhere,
but such does not appear to be the case with the coach tools.
One especially noticeable example of that tide bucking was the
decent prices primitives were bringing at CRAFTS a few years
ago after going in the dumper elsewhere. Whatever factor was
influencing that support seems to have passed; prices of all
noted primitive lots were totally unexceptional and it appears
that draw-style coach tools are well on the way to joining them
as casualties of changing tastes.

There were also some eye-catchers for partisans of metal
planes and those were supported quite enthusiastically. An
outstanding British brass and wood body plow plane (Fig. 6)
brought $1700 (a bit more than the $1660 paid for it at a
David Stanley auction), a Stanley #1 went for $900, a Boston
Metallic Plane Co. jointer for $1025, an 1894 patent Challenge
jack plane for $1300, a Birmingham #2 for $425, and a
Miller's #42 with a (very good) replaced fence for $825. More
common types brought more common prices, but few fell very
far below expectations. Based largely on the John Walter’s
price guides, Stanley prices are approaching fair trade status.
While no major surprises were noted among them, I'm not
much of a Stanley fancier and could easily have missed
something.

Wooden plane prices seemed quite a bit lower than
expected; beyond spotty competition for some particular
pieces. The prices that four and three star makers, toted plows,
etc., brought were all on the subpar side. While an A.C.
Bartlett toted rosewood plow brought $600, an Aubum one
went for only $275, and a Greenfield boxwood one for only
$150; other toted examples brought only $135, $175, etc. A
four-star Spayd for $55, a four-star White & Grinnel for $45,
various 18C planes for $25, etc , all reflect a rather surprising
deterioration of interest. As for his coach plane, the EW.
Carpenter mark did still attract prices that are somewhat
incomprehensible in view of its comparative commonness: a
Carpenter screw-arm sash brought $250 and a jack went for
$115.

There were no especially noteworthy examples of other
types of tools and prices, for most of them reflected typical
auction high-low balances. The end result was a total slightly
over $60,000, only a couple thousand short of CRAFTS all
time record. The auction organizers certainly did their part to
try to beat that record and would have done so with a bit more
help from wooden plane buyers. '&’

Ed: Thanks Bob. It's nice to have you back at your
regular beat.




Fig. 1. “S” Shape French Router Fig. 2. Three European Coach Routers

Fig. 3. Tailed European Coach Router Fig. 4. Five Unique Tailed Coach Tools
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Fig. 5. Compassed Boxwood Coach Plow Fig. 6. Rare Cowell/Newcastle Brass Plow
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]Displaying "Tools - Len Howard

Using Makers’ Ingenuity and Eye for Beauty
as Interior Decoration

helper in my grandfather’s hardware store, graduated from

college with a degree in industrial engineering, sold hand
knives to hardware distributors, and finally established my own
business which specializes in solving industrial cutting
problems. 1 began my tool collecting as a way to keep
negotiations open on the possible purchase of a summer
cottage on Cape Cod. The seller had an antique shop, and I
bought an antique molding plane each time [ visited him. The
negotiations fell through and I purchased a different house, but
I still had four wooden planes.

The goal of my tool collecting immediately changed. My
new home was entered through the basement, and the wall
facing the stairs was barren and ugly. To make it more
attractive, I put up some bright yellow lacquered pegboard that
was left over from a commercial hand knife display. Then I
hung my four planes on it. It looked smashing and I was on my
way to becoming an avid collector. Since my professional

I’ve been in the hardware business all my life. I began as a
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interest was in cutting, I searched for tools that had blades and
beautiful shapes and would be attractive in my display.
Because [ always have been interested in how people solve
problems, I also looked for tools that demonstrate how an
individual used ingenuity to make a job easier. My focus has
mainly been on tools fashioned and/or handforged by farmers
or blacksmiths rather than mass produced. Thus, my collection
does not include the metal Stanley tools so avidly collected by
others, but instead includes those that evidence the aesthetic
eye of the maker. (I won a prize years ago for displaying a
most beautiful handforged eel fork at CRAFTS annual picnic.)

Of course my collection quickly outgrew its original space.
It now covers more walls and even the backs of the stair risers
themselves. The pegboard remains yellow, but it is accented
by royal blue and vermillion horizontals. The collection is
eclectic. It contains tools from the whaling industry, farming,
lumbering, shoemaking, carpentry, tobacco cutting, and rural
life in general. Since almost all items date back to the 19th
century, or earlier, each has a story to tell. My guests are both
fascinated by the beauty of the display and my descriptions of
how many of the fascinating items were used. My only
problem now is the constant need to rearrange items in order to

make places for additions. ¥



Essay

The Luckiest Weekend of My Life
by David Englund

Kean’s column. I feel honored to even be given this

one chance to guest write this column. I guess to start
with, I should explain that I really don’t believe in luck. It’s
always been the Biblical concepts of hard work, being
conservative, paying your dues, etc. that I feel has made me
successful. But the weekend of the 1996 Brown auction
was the exception to my rule

On Thursday evening before the auction, a number of
tool dealers open their hotel rooms and have a private tool
sale. I was sitting in Martin Donnelly’s room talking with
a few fellows when Tony Murland arrived from England.
He came into the room carrying a very large package under
his arm. At first I didn’t realize it was the oil painting,
“Interior of a Country Joiner’s Shop,” that had appeared on
the front page of Tony’s auction catalog (and later on the
front cover of an issue of the Chronicle). Nor did I know
Martin had been the one to purchase it. Ihad not been able
to attend the Murland auction and, even though I had the
auction catalog, I thought the painting would sell far beyond
my price range, so I had not bid on it. When I found out
the painting had sold at a reasonable price, I was upset with
myself for not buying it, but I remembered a lesson Herman
Freeman taught me years ago. That is, you often get a
second chance to buy something that you missed being able
to buy when it first sold. I asked Martin if he intended to
resell the painting, and he answered by saying he would get
it opened up tomorrow and let me look at it first. True to
his word, Martin showed me the painting and quoted a
price that gave himself only a fair markup for a dealer. I
bought it immediately.

At the huge Friday Dealer Sale and Preview, I was
pleased to be able to purchase a Francis Nicholson
moulding plane at an $800 discount. I had looked at the
plane at the dealer’s table, but felt it was a bit overpriced,
so [ went to preview the auction. When I came back the
dealer accepted my offer. (The reader should be warned
here that sometimes, when you pass up buying a tool, it is
no longer there when you come back.) But, this was my
weekend, and fortunately it was still available. On Saturday
I bought the one item in the auction that I really wanted,
another Francis Nicholson moulder with a very dark patina,
ata lower-than-expected price. But remember, this was my
weekend!

During the auction, while sitting next to Vic and Marie
Cole, we were playing the little game of predicting what
some of the items coming up would sell for. I predicted

It goes without saying that no one can take over Herb

$1,100 on the next lot and continued talking with Vic, not
paying attention to the selling price. I asked Marie, whe
was watching, “What did it go for?” She replied with that
disbelieving tone in her voice, “Eleven hundred dollars!

Then came the wildest part of my weekend. For some
time, the upcoming exceptional M. B. Tidey prototype
plane in the auction had everyone excited and, for the first
time, the entry fee for the informal pool had gone from $1
to $5, making for, by far, the largest pool ever of $780! 1
had placed my one and only guess of $27,000 the evening
before, and even told several others how I had arrived at
this amount, not even trying to keep it a secret. As you
know, the winning bid was exactly $27,000, and no one
else had bid that amount. I won the entire pool! But
remember, this was my weekend!

On Sunday afternoon after attending the EAIA Board
meeting, Phil Cannon and I decided to go antiquing. Those
of you who know Phil, realize that he is a very
knowledgeable collector of American rules. We headed in
the direction of Lancaster and Phil drove into a small town
along the way. But being Sunday, there wasn’t much open,
in fact they were getting ready to have a parade through the
middle of town. We decided to get back on the highway.
As we were driving along and talking, I suddenly
announced to Phil that we had passed an antique shop on
the opposite side of the road and that he should turn around
and go back. “You want to go back?” he asked. I was firm
in my answer, “Yes, I want to go back.” Phil went to the
trouble of finding a place down the highway where he could
turn around, and we went back to the shop I had spotted.
We found the shop closed, but facing the same parking lot
was another shop that was open. And would you believe it,
the dealer, Mr. Miller, specialized in antique tools. Phil
was very pleased to be able to purchase four rules for his
collection.

We looked around till dark and then tried to find a
restaurant that was open for dinner. After several attempts,
Phil found an Olive Garden restaurant that was still serving
dinner. Our server was a very pleasant college girl who
lived at home and worked part time as a waitress. As Phil
was talking to her about the Brown auction and what he
collected, I interrupted the conversation to announce that
I knew what she collected. “OK, what?” she replied. I told
her, “You collect teddy bears.” She looked at me in
amazement and asked, “How did you know?”

When I got back to Seattle, I told my wife, Ruby, about
my exceptional weekend. “Gosh,” she replied, “You
should have bought a lottery ticket!” With the lottery at
nine million dollars right then I figured I could have bought
every item at the Brown auction for the next ten to fifteen
years. But then I would have no friends.
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— WILLY TELLUS WHATSIT
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HATCHET

How was it used?
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FROM WALLACE THERIEN

No. 37

7" Overall: metal handle
moided around blade
weight ca. | 4 Ibs

Meeting Notices

“Tools Through Time” at Cold Spring Village in Cape
May will be the weekend of June 27" Check the April
ToolShed for information or call Clare Juechter at 609-
898-2300 ext. 12.

Cory Amsler, Curator at the Mercer Museum in
Doylestown, Pa, reports that the Museum’s annual Tool
Discovery Day will be on November 14 from 10am —
3pm. More information in September.

Joint meeting of Southwest and Rocky Mountain Tool
Collectors with Midwest Areas I & L. Oklahoma City
on Labor Day weekend, September 4-6, 1998. Contact
Craig Guy 405 373-3222.

A similar tool made by USMC was featured as a Whatsit in Canada’s
Yesterdays Tools of March 1998. Jack Whelan

Summer Auction Schedule

May 30, June 20: N. Kingstown, Rhode Island. Bill Spicer’s tool
auctions managed by Bud and Vera Steere. Call Vera for
information or to get on Bill's mailing list 401-884-5049. Send $2
for a list to 110 Glenwood Drive, N. Kingstown, RI 02852.

June 7, Aug. 30: Fine Tool Journal absentee auction. Call
Clarence Blanchard for information or subscription 207-688-4962

July 11, Sept 12: Boyertown, Pennsylvania, Barry Hurchalla’s
regular monthly auctions. Call Barry 610-323-0333 for
information or to get on his mailing list.

July 18: Hillsboro, New Hampshire, Your Country Auctioneer’s
Flea Market and Listed Antique Tool Auction. Call Lee Murray
for information 603-456-3705.

July 31: England, Tony Murland's International Tool Auction.
Call Peter Habicht for information or a catalog 413-229-7745.

Sept. 18-19: Holiday Inn, Nashua New Hampshire. Your
Country Auctioneer's Annual Tool Sale and Antique Tool
Auctions (Listed on the 18" & Catalog on the 19*). Call Lee
Murray for information 603-456-3705.

Letters £

I enjoyed the article by Paul Kebabian in the February ZoolShed.

I was given a combination bar, nail puller, and hammer by
my father-in-law, Karl Roth, who came to America from Austria
Hungary in 1905. He worked as a blacksmith until 1917. 1
thought he had made it himself, but since taking the enclosed
photo, I found the following stamps on it: “Patented Sept. 29,
1908” on one side and “MFG. CORP USA” on the other side.
There may be other letters before the “MFG.” that have been
filed off.

The combination bar is 11”long and %” wide with a 5 %4”
walnut handle. Since I had envisioned it hand made, I thought
that Mr. Kebabian would be interested in it. Could you help me
find out who made it?

I have been a carpenter for 60 years and have a small
collection of antique tools, but have never gone back East to
enjoy one of your sales.

From Gerald F. Simon Beverly Hills, California.
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CRAFTS members only may have a free 5 line (40 word) ad that
is primarily related to the exchange of tools or information. Each
line over 5 is $1. Send to: Stuart Shippey, 251 Hillside Ave.,
Chatham NJ 07928-1732, FAX 973 701-2050, or E-mail
stushippey@prodigy.net. Ads accepted if space permitting basis.

For Sale

1998 STANLEY TOOLS POCKET GUIDE. Updated with
several hundred price adjustments to reflect recent market activity
$10 + $2 pstg. Available from John Walter, 208 Front St
Marietta, OH 45750 or call (740) 373-9973.

Over 150 tools, books, and catalogs priced to sell quickly. Also
included on this list are over 30 titles by the author ERIC
SLOANE. For a free list, please send a long SASE to John
Hathaway, 18 Hopp Ground Lane, Bedford, NY 10506-1525.

Wanted

PLANES marked “ S: FELCH “. Also anyone owning such a
plane, or other tool with this mark, please send description and
history, if known, to assist in research. Contact Mark Thompson
114-19 115 St,, Ozone Pk, NY 11420 or call 718 843-7265.

CHISELS, GOUGES, etc. marked “ Weldon “. Please send
description and price to: Frank Sheriff, 6542 Harvey Ave.,
Pennsauken, NJ 08109

FOLDING RULERS made by NYC makers especially KUTZ, J.
& G.H. WALKER, and BELCHER Brothers. Please contact:
John Hathaway, 18 Hopp Ground Lane, Bedford, NY 10506-
1525 or call 914 234-6529.
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545. 25.00 553. 85.00 561. 20.00 569. 7.0 577. 35.00 5$85. 10.00 593. 65.00 601. 500
546. 17.50 554. 15.00 562. 15.00 570. 65.00 578. 30.00 586. 45.00 594. 30.00 602. 7.50
547. 30.00 555. 30.00 563. 30.00 571. 45.00 579. 20.00 $87. 10.00 595. 60.00 603. 10.00
548. 90.00 5566. 10.00 564. 15.00 572. 10.00 5$80. 25.00 588. 15.00 596. 25.00 604. 20.00
549. 20.00 5567. 85.00 $65. 10.00 573. 10.00 581. 25.00 589. 50.00 597. 15.00 605. 1250

550. 50.00 558. 25.00 666. 5.00 574, 5.00 5$82. 25.00 580. 35.00 598. 1250 A. 700.00
551. 105.00 559. 10.00 567. 7.50 575. 15.00 583. 10.00 591. 5.00 599. 45.00 Total
552. 25.00 560. 20.00 568. 50.00 576. 45.00 584. 25.00 592. 45.00 600. 30.00 $60,625

1998 Auction Report by Greg Welsh

Once again the, members of CRAFTS have proven that they come through in yeoman fashion. Leon Kashishian and his
big truck made transporting the entire tool auckion to the Flemington Elks in onemove a fairly painless operation. The setup Friday
night went smoothly as usual, even though the auction manager was under the weather. Thanks to the following: Tom Thornton,
Dick Hepner, Jack Whelan, Herb Kean, Frank Scordo, Ken Hopfel, Walt Karsten, Vince Soukup, Jim Mallon, Stu Shippey, Joe
Hauck, Leon Kashishian, Paul Weidenschilling, Ed Modugno, Phil Stanley, Martin Donnelly, Richard Burton, Steve Zluky, Steve
Orbine, Dave Nowichi, Bob Nelson, Dick Boyd, and anyone I missed I apologize to. A special thanks to Jack and Julie Kesterson
who hail from Ohio, and pitch in wherever needed. Julie also spent the entire day of the auction assisting the clerks. Ed Modugno,
George Duin, Dick Boyd, and James Travis kept our runners supplied with tools without a hitch. The first shift was held down
by Chuck Morgan, Ken Hopfel, and a newcomer to running, Tom Thomton. Second shift was Paul Murphy, Jim Mallon and Frank
Scordo. Finishing up the day were Rick Anger, James Travis, Stu Shippey, and Joe Wadas. Chuck Granick and Joe Hauck did
an errorless job of clerking the sale. The table was superbly handled by Jack Whelan, Julie Kesterson, and Fran & Frank Smith.
A really big thanks to Herb Kean and all of the consignors for making this our second biggest sale ever! And please mark the date
for next year’s auction; APRIL 17,1999.

BOATBUILDER'S TOOL LIST

EDGETOOLS Squares - Drill bits --- Forstner; spade;
Jointer plane --- #7 or #8, Combination; framing; try ship auger
either metal or wood Vemier caliper
Smoothing plane --- #4 (5" min. capacity) HAMMERS
Block plane---Low angle Tape --- Claw hammer
Rabbetting plane Metric and English (5 meter) Ball peen hammer
Hollowing plane 6" ruler Wooden mallet
Spoke shave Bevel guage Caulking mallet, with irons
Draw knife Plumb bob
Chisels — 1/2";3/4"; 1" Level---24" OTHER ITEMS
Gouge Long handled nippers
Adze SAWING AND DRILLING (for cutting rivets)
Backsaw Side cutters
MARKING AND MEASURING Crosscut saw --- 8 or 10 point Screw drivers
Chalkline Hacksaw Rasps and metal files
Marking guage Bit brace Sewing palm
Pencil divider (compass) Variable speed power drill Triangular needles ---
Scratch awl Plug cutters assorted curved and straight

Ed: David Crocco is a lawyer in private practice in Ridgewood, New Jersey. David’s personal collection includes the woodworking
chisels of hus great grandfather, which were used by him on the home and library of J.P. Morgan. His first exposure to timber framing
was to witness an Amish barn raising in 1987. As you can see from his article, he is dedicated to the public service activities of the
Timber Framers Guild. He has been very active in digging up tools for the apprentice program, and he’s hoping that CRAFTS members
will help. If you have any spare tools that appear on this “Boatbuilders Tool List,” and you would be willing to donate them toward
a set of tools for an apprentice, write to David at 336 Eastside Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450.
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