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      A fellow collector once made a 

comment that has stuck with me and comes to 

my mind each time a rosewood level comes up 

for sale.  He remarked that he didn't understand 

the low prices rosewood levels bring consider-

ing their rarity com-

pared to all other levels 

that we see.  As I write 

this, there are 2,042 

results for "level" when 

I search eBay under 

Tools > Carpentry, 

Woodworking.  When 

I narrow that down to a 

search for "rosewood 

level" only 77 results 

come up, and that's in-

cluding the search in 

both the title and de-

scription.  I examined 

each of those 77 list-

ings and found fewer 

than twenty were actually levels made with a 

rosewood stock.  Think of that; less than 1% of 

levels listed on eBay right now are made with a 

rosewood stock.  Even in my collection rose-

wood levels are relatively scarce.   

 

      What comes to 

mind when you think of rose-

wood?  Beauty, quality and rarity are what I 

think of, and no tool exhibits these attributes 

better than a level in my humble (yet somewhat 

biased) opinion.  Not even a plow plane can dis-

play rosewood's 

splendor as purely 

as a full stock lev-

el.  Sure, any quali-

ty tool made with 

rosewood is a pretty 

thing, but think 

about a thirty inch, 

five pound piece of 

choice rosewood 

with its swirling 

grain of contrasting 

colors in your 

hand.  No other tool 

is as beautiful to 

my eyes.    

 

      Most are familiar with the rosewood levels 

offered by Stanley and those sold by the level 

maker that most commonly used rosewood in 

their line of levels, Stratton Brothers.  While 

rosewood models by these makers are by no 

means uncommon, in fine condition they can 

and should command strong prices.  I do, how-

ever, find it quite interesting that these fairly 

common levels will routinely sell for more than 

much rarer levels by other manufacturers.  
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage in-

terest in early trades and industries, and in the identification, 

study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implements 

used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of our herit-

age. 

 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the 

above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are fifteen 

dollars for the membership year of July 1 through June 30. 

 Membership fees may be sent to: Hank Allen, 524 Harris-

town Road, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 (write check payable to 

CRAFTS of New Jersey). 

 

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic 

Lodge in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at 

Clinton. Go north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light 

at the High Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile 

to Dennis Ave. Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge 

(on the left). Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 

A.M., meeting starts at 1 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Editor: Bob Garay 15 N. River Styx Rd. Hopatcong, 

NJ 07843ð(973)398-5875 - Articles, especially about early 

tools and trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Edi-

tor.  Emailðtakeadip@optonline.net 

 

CRAFTS WEBSITE 

www.craftsofnj.org 
 

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activ-

ities including: meeting schedules,  Tool Shed articles, etc. 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Ginger & Bruce Harrison       Chatham, NJ 

Bill Brandle                            Trevose, PA 

Keith Warren                 Sewell, NJ  

Presidentôs Corner 

CRAFTS dues were due July 1.  If your Tool 

Shed label has ñexpires 2015ò then this will 

be your last Tool Shed. 

 

Send payment to Hank Allen, 524 Harristown 

Road, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 

 It is that time of the year again when I am starting to 

finish up all my summer jobs around the house and getting 

ready for the fall. As September is just around the corner I 

am looking forward to the CRAFTS picnic Sept. 13th. I will 

set up some tables and hopefully sell some of my extra fine 

tools that I have decided to let go. At the same time I look 

forward to finding some new treasures to replace them. If 

you have never set up for tailgating at the picnic, then I sug-

gest you give it a try. It really is easy and it is the perfect 

way to turn some old tools into cash. It is free for members 

and no restrictions on how many tables you set up.  

 One of the highlights of the picnic for me is checking 

out the fine antique tool displays members set up. These 

displays always are of interest and add much to discovering 

new information and interest of different tools. I solicit all 

members to consider setting up a display of either a single 

antique tool or a grouping of related tools for fellow mem-

bers to see. It does not have to be tools that are rare, as often 

common tools grouped together in a new presentation will 

relate a new discovery. This year we will be offering fine 

antique tools as prizes for the best displays.  

 This year we have two presentations happening at the 

picnic. Wayne Grove & Steve Wenzel will provide a 

presentation on coopering. They will demonstrate all the 

steps necessary to make water buckets using traditional 

hand tools. Also we will have a professional timber framer 

presenting ñTimber Framing. Michael does this for a living 

professionally so I am looking forward to his presentation.  

 I was recently notified about a member that has passed 

away. John McConnell was a member of our club, but not 

many members knew him as he was a quiet fellow. I knew 

him well as he was also a shop teacher and we worked to-

gether often at the state level to strengthen Industrial Arts 

and Technology Education. We were part of a voluntary 

group of teachers who wrote the state curriculum and stand-

ards. As I and our Vise President Ivan Raupp reflected on 

this idea of voluntary commitment we realized how fortu-

nate CRAFTS has been to have such fine and dedicated 

members. As Ivan so eloquently stated; ñThe rapidly chang-

ing focus of people in todays hectic times makes me won-

der about the future of organizations such as ours. The par-

ticipation and energy shown by our current members gives 

me energy and optimism for our future growth and success. 

So let me take this opportunity to thank all of you four par-

ticipation!ò  

 Thus I would like to offer a well deserved ñTHANK 

YOUò to all the CRAFTS members who offer their time 

and energy to make our little ñTool Clubò an enjoyable 

group. I know for a fact that being part of a fellowship of 

such fine people has made my life much more rewarding, 

and the comradeship of our members is well cherished.  

WANTED ï Memberôs email addresses.  If you have not been 

receiving email notices from Stew May or dues acknowledge-

ments from Hank Allen, please send your email address to han-

kallen@verizon.net.  

mailto:hankallen@verizon.net
mailto:hankallen@verizon.net
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(Cont. on pg. 4) 

 Is this simply a matter of name recognition?  And 

a fear of the unknown when a maker we're unfamil-

iar with pops up?  Whatever the reason may be, I 

think closer attention needs to 

be paid to this catego-

ry of tool.    

W. Johnson, Rosewood with Full Brass Strap-

ping 
      This is one of two known levels configured as 

such by Newark, New Jersey maker W. Johnson.  

The configuration will be recognized by some as 

very closely resembling the model #12 levels by 

Hall & Knapp and Stanley.  The Hall & Knapp and 

Stanley versions were 20 inches long and contained 

54 screws in the binding which helped make them 
rather expensive when new.  This Johnson level, how-

ever, is 18 inches long and contains 56 screws in the 

binding.  There is some speculation as to another maker 

entirely building these levels, but I never followed that 

thought; for me the W. Johnson levels confirm the lev-

els were made independently by the marked mak-

ers.  This level has Johnson's uniquely cut plumb port-

hole and distinguishing side view trim.  To my 

knowledge, there are no known examples marked by 

Stanley, and it is believed the unmarked levels that ex-

actly resemble the Hall & Knapps were left over stock 

sold by Stanley with the Hall & Knapp mark removed 

after the merger.  

 

N. Shaw, Small Stock Rosewood 
      No two Shaw levels I've seen, whether in hand or in 

photos have been configured exactly alike, and as a 

matter of fact are quite different from one another, with 

this little one of rosewood among the most 

unique.  Shaw was a c. 1840 

cabinet maker in 

Philadelphia, and little else can be commented on him at 

this time.  His levels are quite scarce, this being the only 

one of rosewood I'm aware of.  This level measures just 

over 8 inches long, has very unique rounded ends and 

being a plumb and level of this size is rather rare for 

early American makers.  

 

D.M. Lyon & Co., Highly Figured Rosewood 
      Monumental is the word I choose to describe this 30 

inch New Jersey made level by D.M. Lyon & Co.  My 

thought is such a choice piece of wood was selected, 

along with the use of large and decorative brass trim, for 

displaying this level at an exposition or trade show of 

the time.  Or perhaps this was on display 

at his shop showing 

the 

quality he was capable of 

providing his customers.  Either way, I've never seen 

such a stunning and massive piece of rosewood used for 

any other level by any other manufacturer, and I think 

I'll be hard pressed to come across another piece to 

match or surpass it.  

 

L.B. Watts, Small 

Stock and Full Stock in Rosewood 
      Watts is a well known Boston maker from the hey-

day of level making in New England, and not unlike 

other makers of the time, he offered a line of levels with 

rosewood at the very top of the quality range.  I've never 

seen a price list from Watts, but I'd have to guess the 

rosewood levels he offered were rather expensive com-

pared to his mahogany levels, due to the infrequency 

rosewood levels by him are found today.  While I do 

know of others (only a handful), these are the only two 

rosewood levels by Watts I've seen in the flesh.  The 

full stock level is one of the most beautiful in my collec-

tion with its thick stripe of sapwood running its 

length.  As I noted in a previous article, I love small 

stock levels, and finding this one in rosewood with its 

full top plate and bold Watts eagle imprint was a rare 

treat.  

Wm. Johnson level with 

full brass strapping. 

D.M. Lyon & Co. Level with 

highly figured stock.  

N. Shaw small stock 

plumb & level. 

L.B. Watts with full brass end caps 

and 12 screws in the top plate.  
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O.B. Fuller Patent in Rosewood  
      Fuller's 1887 patent pendulum levels as produced by 

the Pittsburg Novelty Co. of Pittsburg, KS are highly 

sought after by level collectors for their very unique de-

sign and striking look when displayed with the pendulum 

arm raised.  While these levels in mahogany turn up from 

time to time, examples in rosewood are considered very 

rare, this being the only example I've come 

across.  Another tool that follows Fuller's patent is a 

clamp-on plumb indicator for use with a square.  Only 

two examples of this clamp-on tool are known to exist, 

and while I can't comment on the other example, mine is 

made of rosewood.    
 

W. Vogt, Rosewood Sighting Level 
      William Vogt is an obscure Oakland, CA maker, and 

his patented sighting levels are rare.  The patent was for a 

seven piece laminate stock, stacked vertically, with push 

up sights at each end and a swivel plate on the bottom to 

be used on a post.  To my knowledge, none of the 3-4 

known examples have the swivel plate.  The level shown 

here is marked "patent applied for" on the brass ends and 

is the only known example with a stock of solid rose-

wood.  My guess is that rosewood was chosen to show-

case his upcoming patent.  I find it very interesting that 

levels  from Vogt's 1887 patent have an appearance that 

resemble levels from the north east made 30 to 40 years 

earlier.         

 

Davis & Cook, Rosewood No. 7 
      While few models from the line of levels offered by 

Davis & Cook can be considered scarce, I consider rose-

wood levels by this firm rather uncommon; they just nev-

er seem to turn up.  Maybe itôs because of their beauty 

and perceived rarity that they are held tight in collections 

and seldom released into the market.  This is only the 

second or third rosewood D&C I recall seeing, and 

being in almost as new condition, it was a great recent 

find.              

       

 Obviously, regardless of the category of tool, rarity 

and beauty are at the very top of characteristics all of 

us as tool collectors seek out when buying for our col-

lections.  The same can also be said of the most skilled 

craftsman from past centuries when choosing the im-

plements of their labor to fill their tool chests.  These 

men were not necessarily judged by their work, but 

rather by the quality and beauty of their tools.  These 

levels were certainly prized when new by their proud 

owners as they are by me today. Perhaps this is a niche 

that deserves closer attention and offers special opportu-

nities for all of us.  

 

      If you have any questions or comments, or photos and 

information to share, please email me at vintagevi-

als@gmail.com.  I'm happy to talk levels any-

time.  Also please visit my Facebook 

page, www.facebook.com/vintagevials.  It's a public 

page so you don't need to be on Facebook to view and 

enjoy it.   
 

L.B. Watts small stock with full 

brass top plate.  

O.B. Fullerôs patent level. 

. W. Vogt patent applied for sighting level.   

Davis & Cook No. 7 level. 


