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An Update

Edwin Hahn, Planemaker
Wilkes-Barre, Penna.
(1847-1924)
By Steve Zluky
My interest in Edwin
14,18, In my collection,
Hahn began early in the
there is a 3” iron with the
1970’s. Every month as
Hahn logo. It is my belief
Mar Kay and I traveled to
that a large jointer plane
Wilkes-Barre and our
was also manufactured
home
towns,
on
but I have been unable to
Saturdays and Sundays
acquire one. This might
we always checked the
be the elusive number
local antique shops and
20.
flea markets. I always
Mr. Rumpf lists
found at least one Hahn plane in our travels, and as my
Hahn’s dates of manufacturing planes from 1902-1919.
interest continued to grow and expand, so did my collection.
Hahn must have had a relationship with Jacob Siegley, who
In 2007, I met John F. Rumpf, who had a great interest
lived nearby. He must have purchased the remnants of
in Wilkes-Barre plane manufacturers. He did a
Siegley’s plane business. This business was
lot of research, and eventually published the
carried on by Hahn in his back yard using the
only source book on these plane makers. His
parts he acquired from Siegley. Although
work is entitled Plane Makers of Wilkes-Barre,
crude in many ways at first, gradually the
Pennsylvania: Jacob Siegley, Edwin Hahn and
planes became acceptable, and there was a
Keystone Tool Works.
large market for them in the areas surroundThis research includes a lot of information,
ing Wilkes-Barre, and later, to other parts of
especially on Jacob Siegley and Keystone Tool
the U.S. The main feature that is usually found
Works, but Chapter 3 deals with the planes
on the plane is the tote with checkering.
manufactured by Edwin Hahn. The numbers of
(Photo #1)
Photo 1
these bench planes are: 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,12,
Continued on page 6
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    NEXT MEETING    
April 1, 2012 –1PM
HOST Masonic Lodge Highbridge,NJ
Jim Cush – wood carver - Introducing tools
and techniques used in wood carving, types of wood
carving, tool selection, sharpening and tool makers.

Please mark your calendar

Collectors of Rare and
Familiar Tools Society
of New Jersey
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

BOB GARAY, Hopatcong, NJ
e-mail, takeadip@optonline.net
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage
interest in early trades and industries, and in the identification, study, preservation and exhibition of tools
and implements used and made in New Jersey as an
integral part of our heritage.
Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares
the above interests. Annual dues per person or couple
are fifteen dollars for the membership year of July 1
through June 30. Membership fees may be sent to:
Hank Allen, 524 Harristown Road, glen Rock, NJ
07452 (write check payable to CRAFTS of New Jersey).
CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic
Lodge in High Bridge, N.J.
Take 1-78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go north on
Route 31, two miles to second traffic light at the High
Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile to
Dennis Avenue. Turn left, then straight to the Masonic
Lodge (on the left).
Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 A.M.,
meeting starts at 1 P.M.
THE TOOL SHED
Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS
of New Jersey. Editor: Don Kahn, 185 Prospect
Avenue, Hackensack, NJ 07601
e-mail- ddak@optonline.net
Articles, especially about early tools and trades, are
encouraged and may be sent to the Editor.
CRAFTS WEBSITE
www.craftsofnj.org
Containing general information about CRAFTS
and its activities including: meeting schedules,
Tool Shed articles, etc.

New Members
Bruce & Joyce Abbott Port Orange, FL
Steve Cheety Feasterville, PA
Brett Dreyer Cranford, NJ
Donald Hollister Ouaquaga, NY
Cliff Nagle Bridgewater, NJ
John Neuber Port Jervis, NY
Mike Noll Randolph, NJ
William Renz Flemington, NJ
Brian Treval Orwigsburg, PA
Curt Walker South Amboy, NJ
Dennis Yurcik Hewett, NJ
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President’s Corner
ell, it feels like spring, and I have already
hit my first flea market. I am looking forward to all the action springtime brings for
the tool collector. We are finalizing the plans for
the CRAFTS trip to the D’Elia Antique Tool
Museum, March 24th. I thank Andy D’Elia for his
generous help in making this trip happen. I will
take plenty of pictures and report on this trip in
our next Tool Shed. Last month, CRAFTS attended
the Woodworking Show at the NJ Exhibit Center in
Somerset. It was a well-attended show, with about
4000 woodworkers attending. We shared our interest in antique tools with the visitors, and gave presentations. See the photos on page 8.
April 1st is our General Meeting, and we will be hosting
Jim Cush, a wood carver, for our presentation. Jim started woodcarving at the American Wood-Carving School in
Wayne, N.J., where he still attends classes. Jim has also
studied with various instructors over the years, whose
focus was usually on one specific type of carving (human
figure, relief, animal, and humans “in the round”). For the
last eight years, he studied for two weeks out of the year
at Geisler-Moroder Wood-Carving School in the Austrian
Tyrol. Jim has experimented with a few of the many types
of woodcarving, but lately, has been most interested in
carvings that contain human figures. Although Jim has
experimented with stone carving, wood remains the most
interesting to work with because of the varieties of wood
available, and the warmer “feel” the finished pieces seem
to have. Jim’s talk will provide a brief overview of the
different types of woodcarving, details on the variety of
tools generally available, identification of the main carving
tool makers today, what to look for in used tools, a brief
discussion of sharpening methods, and finally, mention
will be made of the wide variety of tools and techniques
used to create texture on a woodcarving. Stop by; it
should be a lively presentation.
CRAFTS Auction is also around the corner, and the
Auction Committee has another outstanding venue
planned. It all starts early in the morning April 14. The
tailgate sales last year spread out to the upper parking lot,
and I expect the same magnitude this year. The tools are
delivered to the Oldwick Firehouse Friday afternoon about
4pm. We need some volunteers to pick up and deliver the
tools and then organize their layout. Any members who
can help, please email or call me - (973)398-5875. We
also need runners the day of the auction, to get the tools
to the winning bidders. The firehouse guys will supply us
with coffee and refreshments for breakfast and lunch. I am
really looking forward to this event. See you there, Bob

W

Edwin Hahn, Planemaker
Continued from page 1

The original cap was made very crudely (Photo #2), and
then was modeled after Siegley’s planes (Photo #3). All of
the planes that I have encountered have a corrugated bottom (Photo #4), but Mr. Rumpf notes that there were some
planes that have smooth bottoms. The lateral lever design
(Photo #5), is consistent with
other Hahn p,lanes. Finally,
many Hahn planes were
stamped E. Hahn by the tote,
while the larger size might have
been stamped twice near the
knob and tote. The plane blades
are stamped Edwin HahnPhoto - 2
Manfr., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
(Photo #6).
My favorite Hahn plane is the
“No. 7” which is similar to the
Stanley #5 1/4, but predates
this Stanley plane manufacture.
It’s a scarce plane, and hard to
find. Here is an example of the
plane (Photo # 7). The Hahn No.
7 is 12” in length, and 2 1/4” in
width, with a 1 3/4” blade. The
Stanley #5 1/4” is 11 1/2” in
length, with a 1 3/4” blade.
Here is a chart of the Hahn
Planes, including number,
length, and width of planes, and
blade width.
The photographs on the
next
page show some of the
Photo - 3

is easy to read, with excellent photos and plane descriptions, including Siegley Plane Type Studies. The research is
excellent, and John Rumpf has written an excellent source
book for the collection of these planes. 
The source is still available from the author. He can be
contacted at:
John F. Rumpf
P.O. Box 506, James Creek, Pa. 16657
Walleye43@comcast.net

Photo - 5

Photo - 6

Photo - 4
Photo - 7

Hahn planes in my collection, and the features
described in the article:
Hahn #2-Early Cap (Photo # 9)
Hahn #3 and #4-Note Caps S(Photo #10)
Hahn #8 #14 #18 (Photo #8)
Anyone interested the planes made by Jacob Siegley,
Edwin Hahn and Keystone Tool Works, should purchase
John Rumpf’s book on Planemakers of Wilkes-Barre, Pa. It
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References:
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Permission to use excerpts from this book granted by the Author.
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Chart of Hahn Planes
Including number, length, width of plane and blade width

Three Hahn Planes From The Collection of Steve Zluky

Photo – 9
Note difference
in cap design.

Photo - 8

Photo 8 - Hahn #8, #14 and #18
Photo 9 - Hahn #2 - Early Cap
Photo 10 - Hahn #3 and #4
Photo - 10
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MARCUS B. TIDEY – SUPERIOR MACHINERY
By Bob Garay

A

few years ago, I wrote an article
on Marcus B. Tidey. Most know
him as the planemaker of the
Tidey double beveling plane. It is a very
rare plane, and only a few exist in the
finest collections country-wide. Yet,
many collectors here in New Jersey are
aware that Tidey was mainly involved in the manufacture of woodworking machinery in Newark N.J. I included this information in my past article, with some photos. Yet finding a Tidey woodworking machine is elusive
– even here in N.J. Recently I was asked to look at a
large antique lathe that was sitting in a lumber yard
basement. I was happily surprised when I found out it

was an M.B.Tidey machine from the
early 1900’s. It was owned by the grandfather of the man I talked to, and when
he died in the mid 1980’s, they moved it
to the basement, with thoughts of setting it up. That was many years ago,
and the motor still sits on the bed of the
lathe. It is a large lathe and much too large for my small
workshop. Thus, if you are interested in a real piece of
history from a top quality N.J. manufacturer, contact me
at – takeadip@optonline.net – and I can give you some
more information. I have included some photos below
that are of interest to all history buffs studying the history of woodworking. 

Head stock and drive system. The motor sits
on the hinged platform on the wall under the
pulleys. Leather belts are manually switched to
change speeds.

The lathe bed is 10’ and made up of heavy 21/2” x 12” fir. This is probably original material
used by Tidey

Face plate on lathe motor. I was surprised to
see the motor was only rated at 1 ? HP. Of
course that would translate to a 3HP motor in
todays standards.

Face plate on lathe motor. I was surprised to see
the motor was only rated at 1 ? HP. Of course
that would translate to a 3HP motor in todays
standards.

The pulleys that sit above the headstock.

The tailstock with the TIDEY SUPERIOR MACHINERY nameplate.
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The Tool Wizard
Birch & Beech

naked eye. However, the real difference between beech
and birch is in the rays.

Dear Mr. Wizard,
There seems to be a value difference between early birch
molding planes and early beech molding planes. Birch
seems to be higher priced. How can I tell the difference
in the wood?
Samuel Goldstein, NYC

2)The rays of the tree — They emanate from the pith
(center), and go out to the periphery of the crosssection. In the cross-section, they are almost straight
lines, varying in width, and are perpendicular to the
annual rings. In the tangential section, they appear
as small dashes, and in the radial section as randomshaped flecks. See sketch. The rays in the cross-section of beech, are quite pronounced, and can be easily seen with the naked eye. Under 5X, they jump
right out at you. In birch, you will have trouble seeing them even under 5X. The rays in the tangential
section of beech, are a series of short parallel lines,
that again, can be seen with the naked eye, but 5X
does the job better. In birch, they are much shorter
and harder to see with the naked eye. Even under 5X,
they don’t have the lengthy appearance as beech.
And lastly, the rays in the radial section of beech, are
crazy-shaped flecks (sometimes garish), that remind
you somewhat of “tigered oak.” In birch, these flecks
are hard to see with the naked eye, and under 5X,
they are very much smaller than beech.
The best way to tell beech from birch, is to get
scrap pieces of both, that you can cut into three sections each. Sand them smoothly, and polish with
0000 steelwool. You will
never forget the differences. It will be more difficult on the actual planes,
as the patina may hide
some of the characteristics. But once you get used
to the dummy pieces at 5X,
you will be able to tell the
difference in the planes
easily at 5X, and eventually by eye.
Mr. Wizard

Dear Sam,
The value difference that you speak of, is not always
true, but nevertheless, here is the difference between
beech and birch: Below is a sketch from Collecting
Antique Tools. It shows the three sections that are
the usual cuts that planes are made from. The two
longitudinal sections are called “tangential” (flat
grain), and “radial” (quarter grain). Tangential
means close to tangent to the annual rings, and radial means on a radius from the center of the log. There
are two characteristics of the wood that we will consider for identification (although there are quite a
few other technical ones).
1)The pores of the tree — They are like vertical tubes
that bring the nutrients from the roots to the leaves. In
the spring time, they are usually more pronounced, and
form an annual ring in the crosssection, that denotes each
year of life. In the longitudinal sections, they appear as
somewhat parallel lines. See
sketch. In the cross-section,
the diameter of the pores of
birch are larger than beech.
You will need 5x magnification to see this. The pores in
birch in the longitudinal sections, appear much longer
than those in beech. You can
almost see this with the

WANTED – Member’s email addresses. If you have not been receiving
email notices from Stew May or dues acknowledgements from Hank
Allen, please send your email address to hankallen@verizon.net.
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CRAFTS of New Jersey
15 N. River Styx Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

Want Ads
Upcoming Tool Events
March 23-24 Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions.
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, Indianapolis. On
the web at mjdtools.com. Contact Martin Donnelly at
mjd@mjdtools.com or 800-869-0695.
March 30-31 40th Brown International Tool Auction
and Sale. Raddison Inn, Camp Hill, PA. On the web at
finetoolj.com/brownAuctions. Contact Clarence
Blanchard at ceb@finetoolj.com or 800-248-8144.
March 31 David Stanley International Tool Auction,
England. On the web at www.davidstanley.com.
Contact David or Ian at David@davidstanley.com or
Ian@davidstanley.com or 011-44-1530-222320.
April 1 CRAFTS of NJ meeting, Host Masonic Lodge,
Highbridge, NJ.
Directions on website craftsofnj.org. Contact Bob Garay
at takeadip@optonline.net
April 14 CRAFTS Auction. Oldwick Fire House, Route
523 Oldwick, NJ. On the web at craftsofnj.org.

Contact Greg Welsh at glwelsh@earthlink.net or
908-439-3266.

FOR SALE - Rockwell 12-14” 40C Radial Saw, $600; Floor Model Miter
Trimmer, Amer. Mch. Detroit; 8” blades, $350; Sears Shaper, Cast Iron
Web Table, $275. Joe Hauck 908-236-2072.
VINTAGE TOOLS for woodworking, machining, leather working and more.
See us at New England area tool meets, the CRAFTS Auction and Picnic,
online
at
www.TimelessToolsand
Treasures.com
or
email
jane@janebutler.com.
WANTED – Bell System tools and electrician’s pliers. Ted Davidson 609731-6915.
NEED HELP disposing of your tools or home items? Entire or partial
house clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky at 908-534-2710.
JIMBODETOOLS.COM – The largest antique tool website on earth, buying and selling fine antique tools. Call Jim at 518-537-8665 or email
jim@jimbodetools.com.
TOOLS FOR SALE – Stanley planes, patented braces, Disston saws, and
more. Visit my eBay auctions for new tools every week. Bob Garay on eBay
as TAKEADIP, on the web as takeadiptools.com, or email takeadip @optonline.net.
WANTED – Molding planes made of apple wood. Also, better molding
planes from Hudson River valley makers. Joe Hauck 908-236-2072.
THE TOOL EXCHANGE- Australia’s home of fine old tools for sale. 18,000
photos of tools. We ship to over 30 countries. www.toolexchange.com
Stuart@toolexchange.com.au

Next Meeting • April 1, 2012 –1PM • HOST Masonic Lodge • Highbridge, NJ
The Tool Shed April 2012
12

