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The Wimble Brace
by Hank Allen
Last winter I was looking at one of my wimble braces.
“How,” I wondered, “did that name come about?” The tool
literature provided no answer. I asked everyone I knew
at the spring auctions; still no answer.
I e-mailed some of the knowledgeable brace collectors; still no answer. So, if you want the answer
to the question, you won’t find
it here. I will, however, conFigure 1
tinue with some information
about wimble braces and
provide some pictures.
Salaman provides the
best definition I found of a
wimble brace. “An iron brace with that
part of the frame which carries the head extended laterally
to a distance about equal to the throw, so that leverage can
be exerted on both handles.” Salaman says that the wimble
brace is uniquely American. And, notes that the frame is
iron as a wooden-framed brace would probably break.
Stanley, Millers Falls, Fray, Goodell-Pratt, and North
Brothers all made wimble braces. A Stanley No. 12W wimble with a Spofford chuck, which was sold from 1929 to
1943, is shown in Figure 1. A Millers Falls wimble is shown
in Figure 2, but I have not found this brace in any Millers
Falls catalog, and the chuck is not one common to Millers
Falls braces. Both photos are courtesy of Martin Donnelly.
A wimble with a Spofford chuck appears in the 1911 Fray
catalog; it was described as a “double-crank or whimble”
brace. This brace was probably added to the Stanley line
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sometime after the merger as it is identical to the Figure 1
Stanley brace. North’s No. 2101W wimble can be seen in
Joe Ward’s book North Brothers Manufacturing
Company Product Guide. Joe does not believe it ever
appeared in a North catalog. Goodell-Pratt had a wimble sometime after 1907, which continued to appear in the combined catalog after the merger with Millers
Figure 2
Falls. This wimble and the North
wimble had the standard brace
head, unlike the upright heads in
Figures 1 & 2.
John Fray’s 1869 patent (#89265) was
for a removable attachment to an ordinary
brace to convert it back and forth between a “single-crank”
brace and a “double-crank” brace. Fray’s use of doublecrank suggests that the word wimble had not yet been
applied to offset braces. A brace with Fray’s attachment in
place would look very much like the Figure 1 & 2 wimbles,
except that the standard head used in the single-crank
mode remains on the brace. Earlier, John Gourlay patented
an adjustable-crank brace with the same objective, but the
mechanism for this was not removable. So the wimble concept goes back to at least 1855, the year of Gourlay’s
patent. Even after the term wimble came into use the term
double-crank continued to be used.
Wimble braces in dealer catalogs are rare. The only one
I could find was in the 1897 Strelinger catalog. It was called
Continued on page 3
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This is your last chance to deliver tools to the auction manager for the
April auction. During the tailgating Bob Garay will again be cooking
up some beef stew for all the brave souls tailgating in February.
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President’s Corner
s winter is fast approaching I am making preparations for the
colder times to come. Fire wood is split and stacked, leaves are
raked, and the boats and other lake toys are winterized until the
spring. I do enjoy the fall and working outside in the cooler temperatures is a pleasure to me. Heading out to the flea markets when the
sun is just creeping over the horizon is a beautiful scene. When the
frost is sparkling on the lawn and the air is brisk it puts a little giddyup in one’s step. There almost seems to be a bond between the seller
and buyer as we are both out and about in this chilly morning waiting
for the sun to creep up and put a little warmth into our old bones.
I fondly look back to our recent CRAFTS’ annual picnic as we were
blessed with just about the finest weather one could ever hope for.
After tailgating for tools and socializing with members we were fortunate to have a presentation on timber framing techniques by Jim
Bode and Ed Mudgno. The catered lunch was spectacular as usual. A
hearty thanks goes out to Ken and Annette Vliet for all their efforts in
making this an annual success.
Greg Welsh and Steve Zluky are already planning our spring
CRAFTS’ auction. We have a new location this year as we will be moving to Oldwick Volunteer Fire Co. in Oldwick, NJ. It is a fine new facility with ample space for our auction and outside room for our tailgate
sales. Members are encouraged to enter tools into the auction as this
is our only fund raiser to support all of CRAFTS’ fine activities
throughout the year. You will get a fine price realized for your tools as
CRAFTS’ auctions are well attended by members from across New
Jersey, as well as collectors and dealers from around the country. I
know some people who come from as far away as Maine and Florida.
Our percentage charged for selling your tools are the lowest of any
other tool auction of this magnitude. Also, quality tools that fit the
sparkler category can have a reserve applied to them. Thus it only
makes sense to trust CRAFTS’ Auction with handling your antique
tools sales.
I am very grateful to Jack Whelan for his assistance in making a
smooth transition in handing over the treasurer’s job to Hank Allen.
Hanks enthusiasm and technical expertise will benefit the club
tremendously. Also you will recognize a new look to the current Tool
Shed. This is due to the talents of Don Kahn as our new Tool Shed
layout editor. His background in graphic arts will bring the Tool Shed
to new heights as a professional publication.
CRAFTS would like to recognize some of the original CRAFTS’
members who joined during the first six months of CRAFTS’ existence
(January thru June of 1978) and who are still members:

A

Edward and Ruth Bragg
Bob and Patricia Whitacre
Bob and Joan Fridlington
Herb and Doris Kean
Steve and Markay Zluky
Jake and Ruth Lutz
Jim and Regina Aber
John Muldowney
Lou and Ann Cooper
Carl and Janet Peterson
John Dempsey

Carl Bopp
Fred Diette
Paul Weidenschilling
Alex and Barbara Farnham
Bud and Vera Steere
Larry and Laura Fuhro
Barret and Ann Dalrymple
Chuck and Pamela Granick
Bob Cameron
Bill and Suzanne Gustafson

The Wimble Brace
Continued from page 1

a whimble and was obviously a Fray with a Spofford chuck,
though not identified as such. Its purpose was described as
follows: “This is a strong, double-crank brace, used largely
by ship carpenters and millwrights.” Sellens defines a wimble or double-crank brace (Note that he equates them.) as,
“A two-handled bit brace to allow fast boring of deep holes,
such as large bridge timbers, etc.” Salaman comments that
the tool would seem to be very difficult to operate without
wobble. But this was refuted by an American shipwright.
The illustration in Salaman is similar to the Stanley wimble
in Figure 1, but appears to have a Holt chuck, which was
patented in 1880.
Figures 3-7 are pictures of early wimble braces in my
collection. Figure 3 is a raft auger, which has a wooden
grip and head and a square chuck with a thumbscrew to
permit using different size augers. I have not seen this
feature on another raft auger. Figure 4 is a wimble, also
with a wooden grip and head, but it has a chuck for
threaded bits. You can see the round nut on top of the
chuck. Figure 5 is a blacksmith-made wimble with
wooden grip and head. It has a tapered chuck with a

Figure 3

bicycles. That’s where it belongs! Figure 7 is a rare, crudely-hand-forged, double-crank brace. Figure 8 is an elegant
and unique version of the Beadle 1879 patent doublecrank brace. Its uniqueness comes from the auger-type
head that doesn’t seem very practical. But, it’s a dramatic
and beautiful tool and was sold in Nashua in April 2006.
Thanks to Martin Donnelly for the photo. The Beadle
patent drawing has a typical metal head.
Finally, wimble is not an unfamiliar term in the history of
boring tools. Goodman writes that the wimble is the first
known boring tool with a continuous rotation in one direction; he meant the common
“A two-handled bit brace. Knight defines wimble as
brace to allow the old fashioned name for the
fast boring of gimlet and then for the brace.
Webster in 1913 defines wimble
deep holes, such as an instrument for boring a
as large bridge hole. Mercer uses wimble as syntimbers, etc.” onymous with gimlet. Kebabian
Sellens wrote that the brace was called a
“piercer” or “piercer stock” in
the Plymouth Plantation, while in Connecticut it was called
a “wimbell” and also a “brest (sic) wimble.” Jay Gaynor of
Colonial Williamsburg told me of a 1622 Virginia Company
broadside that referred to “two piercers stocked.”

Figure 4
Figure5

Figure 7

thumbscrew. Figure 6 is an
all-iron,
blacksmith-made
wimble with a tapered chuck and a thumbscrew. I purchased all of these years ago and haven’t seen any like
them in several years.
True double-crank braces have a centered head and two cranks. You really
need 3 hands to operate one of these as
Figure 8
a wimble unless you can put your chest
against the head on the brace. And if you
do, how do you crank the brace with both
arms up close to your chest? I guess that’s why
you don’t see them often. The physics of the double crank were known to daVinci, his lathe, for
example, and kids use one everyday on their

Figure 6

Eric Peterson concludes in Volume 1 of his The Brace:
The How and Why of Making Holes that the brace was
invented in the Netherlands sometime in the 13th century
as he found an illustration dated 1340. The first brace was
known as a “spijkerboor,” which literally meant a drill to
make holes for nails. It represented enormous progress
for the Dutch shipbuilding industry, the best in the world
at that time. But, it clearly did not replace the traditional
auger. You probably have Eric’s book on CD as he generously made it available to CRAFTS’ members. Gijs
Nederlof, Eric’s friend in the Netherlands and a tool scholar, told me the “spijkerboor” was also called a “wemel,”
which led to the Old French “wembelkin,” and then to the
English “wimble.”
My thanks to Eric, Gijs, Jay and Paul for their information on early braces. 
The Tool Shed December 2008
3

CRAFTS 2008 Picnic
by Dave Nowicki
e were tuned in to the Weather Channel all week
as all the talk was about a hurricane named
Hanna and its potential to barge-in on the 2008
CRAFTS picnic. While Ken Vliet, the picnic coordinator, was
reported to have been seen hunched over his TV all week,
locked onto the Weather Channel, waiting it out, he managed once again to come up with the perfect weather we’ve
all come to expect at the picnic. As a matter of fact the
weather was the best that I can remember, with temperatures in the middle 70’s, a light breeze, very low humidity
and a crystal clear blue sky.
I rolled into the parking lot at approximately 7:30AM
and there were already quite a few people staking out
their locations for the tool sale. I wasn’t sure whether concern about the storm would keep anyone away this year,
especially those who would be arriving from the south,
which had seen plenty of rain the day before. It was a wait
and see situation. After several hours the buying and selling was beginning to calm down from the fever pitch earlier, with lots of smiling faces on both sides of the
table. I saw quite few people making several trips to
their cars, new acquisitions tucked under their arms.
It was going to be a good day.

W

The art of timber framing
Usually we have a demonstration of a craft or skill for
the picnic attendees. Last year, for example, we had a
Windsor chair maker. In the past we’ve had coopers,
tinsmiths and blacksmiths. Most of the time these folks
come from outside CRAFTS. This year Jim Bode and Ed
Modugno, both CRAFTS’ members offered to put together
a demonstration on the art of timber framing. Jim began
by using a chalk line to mark the maximum thickness that
could be derived, taking into consideration any bow in the
log. Next he talked about the axes he was going to use and
how to chop to the chalk line. The proper axe head for the
initial chopping should be about one quarter of an inch
thick just behind the sharpened edge, to facilitate chip
removal. Also the handle should be shaped to properly
fit the hand. Good axe handles are very difficult to find
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Above Ed Mudugno cleans out a mortise with a
chisel after using a boring machine to rough it out.
Below Jim Bode works on hewing a log .

and Jim looks for a particular axe just for
the handle, the head is not used. Jim has
sworn us to secrecy so I cannot reveal any
more information about the axe in question. After about half an hour of concentrated axe work, Jim had prepared one side of
the log for hewing.
At the same time that Jim was creating
lots of chips, Ed Modugno was showing his
expertise with a beam boring machine that
was a common tool used by the timber framer
to create a mortise. After removing most of the

very thin and even strips of bone (presumably for making
corset stays). Jack made a replica of this very rare plane,
Patent #98305.

Jack Whelan awarded plaque
While Jack didn’t receive an award for his display he was
awarded a plaque, made by Herb Kean, for all of his years
as the treasurer of CRAFTS. He performed this exacting job
tirelessly for many years without compensation.

It was a beautiful morning for tailgating for tools. Some members
found great tool bargins as tailgaters let old tools go making
room for new ones.

waste with the drill, Ed squared up the sides of the mortise
with a heavy chisel. Both Jim and Ed made these tasks look
rather easy but I don’t imagine that most of us would be
able to do this all day long, as was done in the past. Jim
summed up this work in the old days rather nicely: “You
could go into the woods with a couple of axes and come out
with a barn.”

Jack Whelan is presented a hand carved plaque made by Herb
Kean for his dedication as CRAFTS Treasuerer.

Member’s displays
Member’s displays at the picnic are always excellent
and I’m always intrigued by them. They sometimes show
a side of their creators that is not readily noticed. After
lunch the prizes were awarded and First place was garnered by Ed Modugno for his butt hinge installation
illustration, laying out the tools and process required to
place them on a door. Second place went to Pat Ryan
for his display of Travelers. He must have had sixty of
them, all different, on his table. Third place went to Ann
Rokita for her display of nutmeg grinders. Ann is known
for her vast collection of kitchen utensils.
Jack Whelan displayed only a single tool,
but something very interesting. In the days
of whaling all sorts of implements were
made from bones and most of the
time ordinary carpenters tools
could be used to process
them. However, a special
plane was required to make

CRAFTS President Bob Garay looks over the custom marking
gauge that he presented to Jim Bode. It was made of rosewood,
boxwood, ivory and brass.

The President’s award
This years President’s award was given to Jim Bode for his
work on membership. Jim was given a beautiful marking
gauge, also made by Herb Kean.

Thanks Ken
Our thanks to Ken Vliet who managed another memorable
picnic. And even though the weather kept a
few people away, those that came seemed to
have a great time. This year we were really
fortunate to have a picnic at all. 
The Tool Shed December 2008
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The Disston D-8 Thumb Hole Rip Saw
By Bob Garay
The other day I purchased a Disston D-8 thumbhole rip saw.
I have had some of these before and knew them to be very
good saws. When I started to clean this one I noticed it had
five patent dates stamped on the handle. I had not seen
this before and thought it must be an early
D-8. My suspicions were confirmed when I
took the handle off. The saw nuts were an
early type used just after the split nut variety.
I decided to investigate the history of this saw further
and found some interesting information.
For a time in the late 1870’s and early 1880’s,
Henry Disston and Sons exhibited their fierce protection of patents related to their saws, which were copied

The five dates shown are as follows:
5/12/74 - is for patent #150,678 to Christopher Eisenhardt
for the space in the hand hole to receive the user’s left
thumb for rip sawing;
1/19/75 - is for patent #158,921 to Henry Disston for the
cut-out in the saw blade to receive a close-up handle;
9/21/75 - is for patent #167,996 to Henry Disston for the
cover-top handle design that wedged the blade in a round
recess in the handle;
8/29/76 - is for patent #181,648 to Henry Disston for the
cast saw nut design;
11/18/79 - (it’s not clear which patent is applicable to the D8 saw. It has been speculated that on this date a reissue
patent #8,966 to R. Gates for a Saw Handle, may be the
patent noted).
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by other manufacturers. Patent dates were stamped into
the wood of early D-8 saws.
The shape of the skew back blade was a historical breakthrough in hand saw design. The Disston No. 80
“Choice” handsaw was introduced in 1874 featuring this
trend setting skewback blade
design that broke American sawmaking away from traditions
established in England. This
saw was sold only briefly.
Around 1880 the handle was
improved and the saw’s name
was changed to D-8. The D-8
legend goes: Henry Disston
sketched his design on the
factory floor to show his engineers what he had in mind.
The theory put forth by the company in 1874 advertising
was that the “peculiar formation of the blade actually stiffen[s] and strengthen[s] it in a remarkable degree.”
Another interesting fact is that the D-8 was the first
Disston saw to use the letter “D” in its designation. This
was in 1880 and most saws in the Disston line-up did not
get a “D” designation until 1928.
The most obvious feature of some D8’s is the extra hole in the handle.
Offered on 26” and longer ripsaws
from about 1880 until about 1950,

Disston patent No.181648 given Aug. 29, 1876 for first generation of modern screw nuts used after the split nut design.

the Dual-Grip or thumbhole-handled saw was designed for
those laborious rip cuts. The handle is gripped normally
with the lead hand and the thumb of the second hand is put
through the thumbhole. The fingers of the hand are then
wrapped across the top of the saw handle. These early D-8
saws have a much deeper and more comfortable groove cut
into the handle than later years. Although there is no patent
that shows this exact shape a patent by W.J.Reagan,
#157,634 on December 8, 1874 is for a recess in the saw
handle for the thumb.

Disston took this patent idea and one by Christopher
Eisenhardt, patent #150,678 on May 12, 1874 and combined them. Eisenhardt’s patent was for an elongated opening in the handle to allow the thumb of the second hand to
be comfortably introduced to allow more force when ripping
with a handsaw.
Another important feature and patent of this early D-8
saw was the saw nuts. They featured a Disston patent
#181648 given on August 29, 1876. This patent is for cast
Continued on page 11

1
4

2
3
1. Patent by W.J.Reagan, #157,634 on December 8,
1874 is for a recess in the saw handle for the thumb.
2. Eisenhardt’s patent drawing for enlongated
opening for thumb grip.
3. The saw to the left is the older D-8 sawblade with
smaller holes for the newly patented sawnuts, which
had the same small diameter as the older split nuts.
4. Page 129 from the 1914 Disston catalog.
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An

AFTERNOON
With
SAWS
by Dave Nowicki

A few months ago, on one of the hottest days of the
year, Bob Garay brought with him about 80 saws for display
and to assist him with his presentation and discussion on
saws to CRAFTS’ members. Bob had also encouraged members to bring with them any saws they had which were
unusual or they wanted more information about. Jim Bode
brought a wonderful assortment, and several others contributed as well. There were more saws in a wider variety
than I’ve ever seen in any one place. Thanks to Bob Garay
with Jim Bode’s assistance the following presentation and
discussion was lively and the curiosity infectious.
Bob opened the talk by letting us know how and why he
started collecting saws. For many years saws were not
looked upon favorably as collectibles and were at the bottom of the collectors’ list (along with bevels), other than

Jim Bode & Bob Garay look over some of the rare saws on
Jim’s saw table.
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those who collected primitives, and seemed to like two man
timber saws or pit saws. But the saw is one of the most
ancient of tools, and everyone who used tools (from the true
craftsman to the home owner) had at
least one, and there are still plenty around, hanging on the walls in
basements and garages. Due to
their numbers they were relatively inexpensive and could be had
at most garage sales and flea markets from a quarter to a few dollars at most; at
auction they were sold by the box load. In other words you
could get a lot for your money. That was then. Today, with
books and the internet the study of the saw makers craft
has had quite a
resurgence.
Helped along by
the
increased
interest in the use
of hand tools, the
once lowly saw has
become a sought
after collectible
and a little more
expensive.
The height of
saw making in
America was ushered in by Henry
Disston. Prior to
the civil war almost
all saw steel was
imported
from
Sheffield England.
Even
though
Disston was making his own steel he
didn’t
advertise
that fact because
Sheffield steel was
considered the best Displayed was a rare collection of back
and that was what saws including saws made by Disston,
Turner, Peace, Bishop,
saw buyers wanted Richardson,
Mondon, Johnson & Conway, and others.
in their saws. After
the civil war there was a huge tariff placed on English steel
and Disston was in a perfect position to market his steel and
saws at prices that no import could match. That push gave
Henry Disston everything he needed to eventually become
the largest saw maker in the world.
Among the many questions posed, one that came up
quickly and one that frequently is asked in saw discussions,
was the question regarding the reason for the nib at the end
of the hand saw. The most accepted answer is that it was
just for decoration. Disston, for example, used it on their
better saws. But if you are interested in reading more about

Musical saw made by Mussehl & Westphal. It has a copper clad
blade with rhinestones imbedded in a circle around the sawnuts.
Four of the rarest antique handsaws ever made. At the top is a mint
1870's Disston and Son No. 12 ripsaw with raised sawnuts. Second
from top is a "Star saw" made by Wheeler, Madden & Clemson of
Middletown N.Y. Second up from the bottom is a Woodrough &
McParlin Saw Co. Panther handsaw. At the bottom is Disston & Sons
half-backed saw.

this, we published a lengthy article by Jim Packham which
thoroughly covered the many aspects of this question in the
June 2005 Tool Shed, issue 137. If there ever was a reason
for the nib it has been long forgotten.
How long were split nuts used? These were in use on
American made saws up until the 1880’s. How long did
Disston use the eagle mark on their saws? It was not used
after about 1850. What was the purpose of decorative side
plates? William McNiece patented a side plate
to help strengthen the handle. English saws
took the side plate to a whole new level. These
decorative side plates were obviously meant to
attract the buyer as well as secure the handle
from cracking. English saws, like most English
tools were made to a higher level than tools
from the US. They were meant to be beautiful
and incorporated more exotic woods with lots
of brass and steel.
What is a ship saw? The ship carpenter’s saw is similar
to a hand saw with a more pronounced taper of the blade.
It is narrow at the fore end and between 18 and 28 inches
long. It helped the carpenter get into the tight awkward
spaces found on a ship and allowed a little curvature to the
cut. How do you repair a bent saw blade? You can try to
bend the blade in the opposite direction if it is a slight bend.
If it is kinked, this won’t work. The metal needs to be hammered in a precise manner to upset the metal and remove
the kink. There are tutorials available in books and on the
internet that will give you an idea as to how it’s done. (I
found a good one on Wiktor Kuc’s website:
www.wkfinetools.com/contrib/bSmalser/z_art/strSawBlade
/strSawBlade1.asp)
What about musical saws? The quality of the steel as
well as the length and width of the blade provide the tonal
properties. Which famous movie star played a musical saw
to entertain the troops during WWII? Marlene Dietrich.

A question about combination saws came up and Bob
and Jim showed several gorgeous combination saws from
their collections. These provided the carpenter with several functions in one tool such as a square, level, scribe and
rule in a saw. The first was the Jackson and Gorham patent
in 1865 which Disston licensed.
When was plastic first used in saw handles? The Disston
D-18, ca. 1925, was the company’s first foray into using
plastic in their saws. These saws used two different colors
for the top and bottom of the handle and some of the color
combinations are very scarce and very collectible. Plastic
continues to be used today but is not as comfortable as a
proper wood handle.

Above are some of the beautiful handsaws Jim Bode displayed
with brass estucheon cover plates.

How about the carved design on saw handles? Disston’s
early saw handles were carved with a small gouge. Later on
they used a machine like a Dremel or Foredom flexible shaft
tool with a v-shaped wheel to carve the design. Atkins used
a press to imprint the design found on their handles.
As circular saws became more affordable to carpenters
and rapidly made their way into the homeowner market the
quality of handsaws diminished. Following the end of WWII
as the GIs were re-entering the workforce the new housing
market was trying to keep up with the demand and the quality fell off even further. Those older saws were much nicer
than anything available in the 50’s and 60’s. Early saws
were very comfortable to use because the handle fit, well,
like a glove. These saws were made to be used all day long
and each saw had a purpose whether it was for fine work
Continued on page 11
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Win Some, Lose Some
I’m sure most readers have either read this phrase in one of
my previous articles or heard me say it. Well here is one of
our “Sunday Rides” that chalks up on the loser side.
To start with, my driving is not exactly what it used to be.
I seem to be getting more horn blowing and even a few “fingers”. I am trying to convince myself that these young people just don’t drive correctly, and I am as pure as the driven snow. (Actually, I know different.) This particular ride
had a few horn blowers, but my latest problem is selecting
which turn to take at a complex intersection. I missed two
in a row and Doris was starting to get a little concerned.
She has always considered me the pathfinder Boy Scout
who knows exactly where he is at all times. Most of that is
because Doris never knows where she is, and I fake it
when I screw up. But this day she seemed to
be losing faith in her Boy Scout.

I made one more
wrong turn
but decided to
just keep going.
I realized that the bulk of my problem was talking to her
at the intersections. I guess I can’t chew gum and rub my
belly at the same time any more. So I tried to shut up when
needed. (A hard thing for me to do.)
As fate would have it, I made one more wrong turn but
decided to just keep going. We were in the most southern
end of the Catskills, an area that Doris never cared for, so
I figured that an unknown road might look good to her. It
seemed to be working, even to the extent that we came
upon a nice yard sale. Nothing for me, but lots of cheap
junk for her.
I asked the classic question, “Do you know anyone that
has old tools for sale around here?” I got enthusiastic
directions to a barn “loaded with tools”. We have all
heard this before and know it’s a slim chance that it is
even close to accurate. But we all go anyhow, and that’s
exactly what I did.
But, my Boy Scout pathfinder ability was way off base
and we ended up on a dirt road. I could see some buildings
ahead that appeared to be on the dirt road, so I continued.
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Then the realization that we were lost came over me, as
the buildings were all rundown industrially looking things
with not a single barn in sight. I figured if I just kept going,
we would get passed these buildings and come out on a
county road somewhere. I could then blame the person who
gave me the directions to the barn.
Then it swept over us like a summer breeze off a pig
farm. A horrible smell! And it wasn’t long before we saw
why. We were in a sewage processing plant with open pools
of water. I had the choice of turning around, but that would
completely destroy my pathfinder image. So I told Doris
that these plants always have a back road out and it would
be quicker to just keep going. What I forgot was that this
plant was in the middle of nowhere, and a back road out
would go further into nowhere. And that it did. The road
turned into rocks and hillocks and was impassable, at least
by the modern lowslung cars.
So with egg on my face we turned around. My stomach
was bothering me as it was lunchtime and the tension of
getting out of the sewage plant wasn’t helping. So we set
off to find a lunch spot as soon as we could. I looked on the
map to try to get my bearings and decided that one of our
great inns was only a half hour away. Off we went.
I was half starved when we arrived at the inn and I
thought that at least now my troubles would be over.
The inn was not crowded at all,and we were seated at a
nice window table. Doris asked the waiter to bring
some bread before I passed out. And he did. It looked
like the worst was over.
Then, with almost the entire dining room empty, a family with a young crying baby and a restless 2 year old was
seated just two tables away. And then the screaming
started, and the 2 year old running up and
down the room. I gave it a few minutes to see if the young
parents were going to do something about the problem,
but they didn’t think it was a problem. So, I asked the
waiter to reseat us at the far end of the room. Doris was
embarrassed, and tried to explain to the parents my
stomach problem. But they seemed to take offense, rather
than apologize. Our Sunday dinner was ruined.
By the time we finished eating and got back to our car, I
was completely wiped out. I backed the car into a telephone pole coming out of the parking lot, but thank God
there was no damage. It was a fitting end to a horrible
Sunday Ride. And not a single tool was even seen, let alone
purchased. Doris suggested that maybe next Sunday we
could just skip the ride. But she got over it, and next
Sunday we tried again. 

An Afternoon with
Saws

The Tool Wizard

Continued from page 9

Dear Mr. Wizard,
I am trying to marry some plow plane arms with nuts from another plane.
Both the arms and the nuts are 6 threads per inch and both have the same
internal and external diameters for the threads, as compared to one of my
completely original 6 pitch thread plane. The nuts go on for about an inch
or so and hang up. I tried sanding the arms but it only helped a little. I am
afraid to sand anymore as it may make it very sloppy at the start end. I don’t
understand why they don’t fit, as they are dimensionally the same.
Puzzled in Ohio
Dear Puzzled,
When you say the threads are 6 per inch, please check this under magnification over at least 2 inches in length. In use at the time was a TPI
of 6 1/2. Also there were some manufacturers that just matched their
male and female threading tools, with little regard for the actual TPI. I
have an example of this with a TPI of 6 1/4! However, if the arms and
nuts are both 6 1/4, they will run together smoothly (as long as they are
at the same diameters).
This binding that you mentioned could also be caused by a moisture
swelling in the arms or nuts, or both. A slight dimensional change in
the pitch diameter of one part and not a corresponding change in the
other is enough to cause binding. Remember that swelling causes the
female pitch diameter to react in an opposite way than the male pitch
diameter (making things worse). Baking at 225 degrees F. for at least
an hour will help that, but you will have to keep looking to be assured
that the parts don’t start to check. You really can’t make a “silk purse
from a sow’s ear”. If you must marry these, your best hope is to deepen the arm threads with a 60 degree file and keep sanding until they fit.
And yes, they will be sloppy at the start end.
Mr. Wizard.

like cutting dovetails or rip saws for
splitting boards. Saws made following WWII were downgraded and
made cheaply for the homeowner,
and “do it yourself” market and, at
least so far, are not very collectible.
I have to say that Bob Garay with
Jim Bode’s assistance provided an
enjoyable afternoon and were able
to provide answers to the many
questions that the audience had on
handsaws, but most of all it was a
treat to see and handle saws that
are seen mostly in books and tool
auction catalogs.
Is there a future for handsaw
usage? The current resurgence of hand
tool usage has prompted new companies to manufacture saws that are a
joy to look at and a pleasure to use,
albeit significantly more expensive
than flea market saws. Just look at the
saws made by Lie Nielsen, Mike
Wenzloff, Pax and Grammercy, to
name just a few They are absolutely
beautiful and new saws are being
introduced as we speak. Will these be
the collectibles of the future? I don’t
know. They certainly will make for
some great discussion. I just saw that
Sears has introduced a new saw from
Spear and Jackson that has to be at
the very pinnacle of gizmosity; it’s a
laser guided hand saw! 

The Disston D-8 Thumb Hole Rip Saw
Continued from page 7

saw nuts that use a regular screwdriver are not split nuts.
It also has a beveled domed head that is tighter and
requires no filing at the factory to fit.
Lastly, another unique feature of this early D-8 saw is
the form fitting saw blade in a handle that has a covered top
to more securely hold the blade. The blade itself is cut in a
curve to fit farther back in the handle, a departure from earlier English saws. The handle was “let-in” by cutting away
part of the blade and having a curved slot in the handle
instead of the typical straight slot for the blade. Thus the
handle places the user’s hand closer to the work and at a

more comfortable angle for the wrist. This design was a
combination of the January 19, 1875 patent #158,921 and
the September 21, 1875 patent #167,996, both by Disston.
With all these advancements in saw design it is no wonder Disston wanted to protect his interests. This saw has a
total of seven patent dates marked. He knew a good thing
when he saw it as the D-8 saw is one of their finest saws
and one of their best sellers. Thus, it just goes to show you
- when you think you have a simple tool look twice at all the
incredible ingenuity that goes into what may at first look
like a simple design. 
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CRAFTS of New Jersey
P.O.Box 372
Claverack, NY 12513

Upcoming Tool Events
January 15th-17th, 2009 – PAST Annual Winter Show,
San Diego, CA Contact: Al Bennett,
Phone: (619) 334-9150, Email: albitron2@cox.net
Jan. 24, 2009 -- MWTCA, Auction & Dealer
Show:Holiday Inn, York, PA,
Don Stark 717-367-5207
Feb 8, 2009 - CRAFTS Meeting.
1PM HOST Masonic Lodge, Highbridge, NJ
Feb 24th, 2009 – Ohio Tool Collectors Association
membership meeting. Pickerington, OH 43147
Host: Richard Lawton 614.262.7445,
www.geocities.com/ohio_tool/
Mar. 14, 2009 -- PATINA, Auction & Sale:
Maryland --- Andre Barbeau
301-524-3357 day; 391-482-0327 eve.
Mar. 28, 2009 -- David Stanley, Auction: England
Don Wing, 508-748-1680

Want Ads
TOOLS AND INFORMATION from the “AMERICAN SAW COMPANY” of Trenton, New Jersey. I am researching this company for a
future Tool Shed article and would like photos of tools and information. Email Bob Garay at – takeadip@optonline.net
NEED HELP disposing of your tools or home items? Entire or partial house clean-outs available. Call Steve Zluky, (908)534-2710.
WANTED: Old open frame band saw, where the lower wheel is
heavier than the top wheel. Need not be complete. Ed Hobbs,
4417 Inwood Rd, Raleigh, NC 27603-3315
hobbsed@portbridge.com
WE ARE DIGGING DEEP INTO OUR PERSONAL TOOL COLLECTION AND WILL ONLY BE SELLING IT ON OUR WEBSITE. CHECK
IT OUT! At www.JimBodeTools.com
The largest Antique Tool Website on earth! Jim and Trish Bode PO
Box 372 Claverack, NY, 12513, USA Jim@JimBodeTools.com.
WANT TO BUY – Stanley No. 40 scrub plane iron & cap. Wanted
also parts for Stanley No. 39 - slitters, depth stop, 3/8” & 3/4”
irons, & cap screw. Bob Garay – takeadip@optonline.net
     

Next Meeting • February 8, 2009 –1PM • HOST Masonic Lodge • Highbridge, NJ
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