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THE CROZE SAW-COOPER'S TOOL 
by Raymond R. Townsend 
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Figure 1: Craze Saws (from Woodworking in Estonia). 

The Craze Saw is very similar in 
appearance and construction to the Stair 
Builder's and German Dovetail Saws (1). 
Its distinctive feature is the curved 
(convex) blade, in order to fit the con
cave inner curve of the stave. The 
blade is inserted into the entire length 
of the stock, and its cutting depth 
generally does not exceed 1-2 cm. 

Although probably not as much used 
as the familiar cooper's craze, some
times referred to as the long-handle 
type craze saw, it was known all over 
Europe. It is used mainly to cut the 
craze in boards (staves) of wooden 
household containers, such as wash tubs, 
pig gins, tankards, buckets, churns, 
etc. It was possible with the Craze Saw 
to cut evenly completely across the 
board. 

In conjunction with this saw, a knife 
and a grooving chisel had to be used for 
cleaning out the sawn groove (2). 

Collectors of Cooper's tools are 
familiar with the method of first assem
bling and setting the staves, cutting the 

r--. craze, and then making the head to fit 
the circumference of the craze. It is 
interesting to note that in some districts 
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of Estonia the coopers made the head 
first and built the container around it. 

It is a common German tool as illus
trated by Duden and in German catalogs, 
(see Figure 2). The only French 

(Continued on page 6) 

N O V EM B E R  2 3 rd ME ET IN G 
AT FIELD HOME STEAD 

The next meeting of CRAFTS of New 
Jersey will be held on Sunday, Novem
ber 23, from 2:00 to 5:00 p. m., at the 
Field H0-mestead, 260 River Road 
(Rte. 18) in Piscataway. 

The program for the meeting will 
feature a talk by Jim Aber on "Tool 
Collections and Exhibitions - Ways of 
Displaying Tools." The talk will be 
illustrated with colored slides from 
Jim's collection, 

Harry O'Neill will again preside over 
the "Whats it? 11 session, and the meeting 
will conclude with the "Swap & Sell. " 

Looking ahead, the remaining 
meetings for t�e current year will be 
held on February 8, April 5, and June 
15, so mark your calendar. 
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CRA FT S  GOE S ON A PI CNIC 

On Sunday, Sept ember 21, more 
than one-hundred-fifty tool col lectors, 
wives, husbands, and children turned 
out at Alex and Barbara Farnham 1 s 
farm, near Stockton, for CRAFTS of 
New Jersey's first all-day, picnic 
meeting. The setting, in the wooded 
hills high above the banks of the Dela
ware, was perfect, and the .weatherman 
cooperated by providing a beautiful, 
sunny day. 

There was good food, good drink, 
good fellowship-and lots and lots of 
good tools. Erna Stenzler, Charles and 
Walter Jacob, Carl Bopp, and Bill Gus
tafson, all exhibited favorite tools or a 
special part of their collections; and 
Alex Farnham had a display of (what 
else?) signed New Jersey tools. There 
also was a record number of tools for 
sale-and probably a record number 
sold. Many of them were exceptionally 
fine items, and at least some of them 
went for bargain prices. 

The highpoint of the day came after 
lunch when Alex opened the doors of his 
studio and his blacksmith shop, and 
everyone had the opportunity t�isee his 
superb collection of tocil.s and early 
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weather vanes. All of those who took 
the studio tour had an added bonus-
the pleasure of viewing many of Alex's 
beautiful paintings. Equally interesting 
to the kids (and to many of the urbanized 
adults) was Barbara's flock of sheep. 

Of course, there was plenty of tool 
talk throughout the day and discussion 
of the CRAFTS programs for the coming 
year. It was nice to see old friends 
again and to meet new ones. There 
was so much catching-up to do: stories 
of the great acquisitions made over the 
summer and a few sad tales about the 
"ones that got away. " 

By late afternoon the crowd began to 
thin out. And as d�rkness-approached, 
even the die-hards headed down the 
steep hill and toward home, tired and 
happy-and loaded down with tools. 

Among the CRAFTSmen who had a 
hand in making the day such an out
standing success were Steve Zluky, 
Harry O'Neill, Bill Gustafson, Herb 
Kean and Chuck Granick. And thanks 
are due all of the ladies who prepared 
that delicious food and the entire crew 
of amateur chefs who ran the hamburger 
and hotdog assembly line. 

But above all, a very special thanks 
must go to Alex and Barbara Farnham 
and their daughter Vivian for their kind 
invitation and for being such gracious 
hosts. We had a wonderful time. 

* * * * * * * 

NAME STAMP S 

Lew Cooper advises that he has, 
after a long search, found a source for 
name stamps like those used by the 
old-timers to mark their wooden tools. 
The cost is about $18 each, plus 
carriage, which is very reasonable com
pared with prices quoted in the U. S. 
The address is: 

Eyre & Baxter (Stampcraft) Ltd. 
229 Derbyshire Land � 

Sheffield S8 8SD 
England 

* * * * * * * 



WHAT'S IN A TOOL'S NAME? 
by Frederick A� Shippey 

When you look at your tool collectio�, 
and recall each item by name, do you 
ask: beast, bird or fish? There are 
grounds for asking this odd questiono 
Over the past century or more, a strange 
practise has arisen, i.e. , yoking the 
name of a tool with the name of an ani
mal, bird or fish, thereby linking an 
inanimate object (tool) with a living 
creature. Presumably this appellative 
custom enabled the apprentice or novice 
to visualize and easily identify the tooL 
The connectio·n is usually to a familiar 
creature commonly found in the rural 
environment, 

Recently my attention was drawn to 
this strange phenomenon� Having been 
born and brought up on a farm, I noticed 
i.n my personal tool inventory notebook 
many references to pets and to barnyard 
creatures-cat, dog, duck, goose, 

(' horse, and so on. This discovery led 
me to wonder what the tool literature 
had to say on the subject, especially the 
classic works authored by Mercer, 
Hummel, Goodman, Knight, Salaman, 
and otherso Further, the exploration 

was expanded into a perusal of nine
teenth century tool catalogso To my 
great surprise, I discovered tnore than 
fifty beast-bird-fish referenceso This 
research, based on boyhood farm 

r memories and selected literature, pro
vides at best only a preliminary intro
duction to the subject. Yet it may en
courage some reader to carry out a 
more systematic and penetrating study 
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of tool names. What the present articl e 
possibly can accomplish is to increase 
our appreciation of the significance of 
tools utilized in a variety of trades
chairmaker, cooper, carpenter, lumber
man, butcher, broommaker, wheel
wright, machinist, and so on, Truly, 
the local environment exercises a note
worthy influence upon tool names, 

Some of the living creatures linked 
to tool names include bull, cat, dog, 
donkey, duck, goose, horse, parrot, 
pig (hog) i ram, and swan, Moreover, 

the list is not complete without alligator 
(crocodile), badger, beetle, crane, crow, 
dove, fawn, frog, hawk, monkey, mouse, 
rabbit, rat, snail, and snipe� Other 
creatures can be added by the know
ledgeable reader" A great many of the 
aforementioned creatures are found in 
a rural or frontier environment, 
Largely, names of domesticated crea
tures are linked with the names of 
particular tools within various trades 
and crafts. Evidently "alligator," 
"crane, 11 and ''monkey'' prove to· be ex
ceptions to this generalization, 

Within the space limits of this brief 
article, two selected lists of yoked tool 
names are provided�whole creature 
and part creature hyphenations, First, 
examples of whole-creatur� linkages 
are easily recognized: an alligator 
wrench; a badger plane; a beetle mau1; 
a winch or hydraulic crane; a crow bar; 
a hoop dog; a spoke dog; a lathe dog; 
a donkey saw; a mason I s hawk; a hog 
scraper; a broom horse; a shaving 
horse; a saw horse; a rnonkey wrench; 
a window-cord mouse; a rabbet plane; 



a spreader ram; a snail countersink; 
and a snipe plane. Second, examples of 
creature-parts adoptions include: a 
bull-nose plane; a cat's-paw nail puller; 
a dog-leg offset chisel; a donkey's-ear 
shooting board; a dove-tail plane; a 
dove-tail layout tool; a duck-bill bit; 
a duck-bill pliers; a fawn's-foot axe or 
hatchet handle; a fish-tail chisel or 
gouge; a goose-neck chisel; a goose.,.neck 
ripping bar; a goose-wing axe; a parrot
nose bit; a parrot-nose plier�; and a 
rat-tail file. 

It is acknowledged that neither list is 
exhaustive. However, the writer's ob
jective here is merely to provide the 
reader with some familiar and some 
little-known examples of yoked names 
which combine to·o1 and creature names. 
Of course, many more instances can be 
cited from the literature. In a brief 
article the present lists fulfill the ob
jectives of an introductory statement. A 
more adequate study can be presented 
elsewhere. 

In recapitulation and summary, at 
least five observations can be made 
here .. (1) The names of some tools ori
ginated in the oral tradition and probably 
did not appear in written form until 
decades later� (2) References to domes
ticated creatures (animals and birds) 
commonly found in a rural or frontier 
environment predominate. (3) Promi
nent physical features characterize the 
creature-tool appellations-aptness 
being visually apparent rather than de
pending on a conceptual relationship. 
(4) The comparison of a living creature 
with ·an inanimate tool presented no 
problem to our animisti� forebears. 
(5) However, in the contemporary world 
with its sophisticated technology, some 
of the yoked tool names appear quaint 
and even unrelated to the tool's shape or 
function. Evidently we have lost contact 
with some phases of the milieu of a 
century or more ago. Beneath the 
protective shell of personal sophisti-

cation, we secretly· cherish the simple 
artifacts of yesteryear. 

)',c * * * * * *  
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THE JOSEPH JONES 
SHOO T ING BOARD 

When Carl Bopp wrote l!Some Tool 
Companies at the 1876 Centennial Ex
position" (To'ol Shed, June, 1980), he 
inadvertently omitted the name of one 
New Jersey tool designer and inventor, 
Joseph Jones of Newark. 

Carl has not only corrected the 
omission by bringing Jones' name to our 
attention, but he has also provided the 
patent information (including the draw
ings on the opposite page) for the 
shooting board that Jones exhibited in 
Philadelphia. 

According to J. S� Ingram's The 
Centennial Exposition Described and 
Illustrated (1876): 

"Mr. Joseph Jones exhibited ••• a 
useful joint and mitre planer of his own 
invention, made by the Gridley Company, 
Newark, New Jersey. The plane itself 
was of iron, and the planeing iron was 
readily adj-ustable. The plane was run 
at a.n.y angle to the face of the table, so 
that in using it with thin stuff the wear 
came equally on all parts of the knife. 
The table and guides were adjustable 
for bevels and mitres, and the machine 
was altogether very compact, and has 
many uses. '' 

Jones had received a patent (No. 
5 2, 719) on his shooting board on 
February 20, 1866, ten yea.rs before 
the Centennial Ex;po s ition, 

In the s pee ificat ions for the patent 
Jones stated: 

"The nature of my improvement 
consists in attachments which adapt the 
board to the shooting or planing at any 
required angle in the direction required 
by the grain of the wood, and in securing 
the plane to the board in a way to ease 
its motion, at the same time rendering 
it more stable or solid at its work. 

"In the draw'ings, Figure 1 shows 
the board and the plane as when ready 
for use. Fig. 2 represents the end of 
the plane with the peculiarly formed 
attachment thereto. Fig. 3 shows the 

(Continued on page 8) 



JJ011e;5, 
,5hoofzJ1_fl Boani, 

__,/ll1'.fN., 71 f, ?afe.n!ed Fe2uio
,, 
./!JOO. 

,riJ:ne,y ;S' e;S; 

dbW.�� 

,�� 

5 



(Contiriut;,d from page 1) 

, l. · · r�
--, 

; "'---I . . . 
.· ·- : . 

. : . . ' � :; ' 

--:.� 

No. 239. Garge!sage. 

Fig,ure 2: From an unknown 
Cer man. catalog. Ktlferwerk
zeuge ( Cooper I s tools) .  

reference to this saw is in the Lachap
pelle catalog (see Figure 3). None of 
the various sources consulted con
cerning coopering or saws mentions 
it. 

Gargelsage - Scie pour jables 

1879 

Figure 3: From Lachappeile, 
Gene�alkatalog /Catalogue 
General, No. 12 (1945). 

Du�en ( 1958) illustrates a cooper I s 
shop (Bottcher) with various hand 
tools, as seen in Figure 4, Number 
?3 in the illustration is 11die Gargel
sage, II the Croze Saw, very similar to 
the one shown in the unknown Ger man 
catalog, 

Number 30 in the illustration : s 
11 d�r Gar gelkamm ( Gar gelhobel, 
Ga;rgelreisser, das Kroseeisen), fl the 
familiar craze used in coopering, 

The Finnish publication, Stories 
from the Pielisen Museum, discusses 
various types of wood containers and 
iUustrates a similar croze saw called 
a 11 Uurresahoja' 1 -literally, groove 
saw (Figure 5). 

There is no doubt of the early use 
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of this Baw, as shown by the 1848 Croze 
Saw from Estonia (Figure 1 ). 

The Croze Saw should not be con
fused with the Riddle Saw, which is 
used primarily for repair work-cutting 
a croze in a single stave to replace a 

Figure 4 

cracked or broken one. The Riddle 
Saw has been noted in the United 
States (3). 

U11rrnr1huj,1 

Figure 5 

Was this Croze Saw carried in 
the cooper I s kit when he migrated 
from Europe to the United States? Did 
it give way to the more common croze? 
Or has it found its way into tool col
lectors I displays of Stairbuilders and 
Dovetail Saws, its blade unnoticed? 

Notes 
( 1) The Petite Gazette, VoL II (May, 

1980), 
(2) Ibid,, Vol. I (August 2 1, 1979), 

page 2, figure 4. 
(3) Goodman in his History of Wood

working Tools does not mention the 
Croze Saw but does the Riddle Saw. See 

(Continued on page 7) 



( C ontinued fro m  page 6) 
Figure 608 , page 413. 

Sourc e s  
(' A .  V i ire s .  Woodworking in Estonia . 

Smiths onian In s titution, 1969. 
Onni E. Koponen. Pieli s en Mu s e on 

· Kerto maa . Pieli s jarven olo ista lahinna 
1800-luvulta . 

Duden. B ildworterb uch der de ut
schen Sprache . 3 Banden. Mannhe im, 
Zurich,  1958 . 

(The editors once aga in expre s s  
the ir thanks to CRAFTS man Ray mond 
R .  Towns end_ for permis s ion to reprint 
the ab ove article fro m The Petite 
Gazette , V ol.  II, Augu st ,  1980.  The 
Gazette ,  which i s  published b y  Mr. 
Towns end, dis s e minate s "tid- b its of 
us eful knowledge for tool collectors . " )  

* * * * * * * 
A WHEE L W R IGH T ' S 

HOO KED ( R INGED ? )  RE A ME R  
b y  Ja me s La urent 

A lot of b eautiful tools were s old at 
the Septe mber picnic-me eting of 

- CRAFTS. I did my part to help ke ep 
mone y in circ ulation, and in the proc e s s  
I acqu ired s everal intere s ting piece s ,  
including an unu s ual wheelwright ' s  
rea mer. 

I have alwa y s  had a special fondne s s  
(weakne s s ? )  for wheelwright I s reamers , 
e spe c ially hooked rea mers . Ju st  the 
s ight of one and my palms b egin to 
s weat. So when I s aw what appeared to 
be hooked rea mer, I pounced on it. 

Hand-forged, thi s  particular rea mer 
is  the type which wa s u s ed with a de
tachable handle . The overall length i s  
twenty-four inche s ,  and it i s  o f  fairly 
heavy construction, we ighing about five 
pounds . It ha s the typical half-funnel 
blade , mea s uring fifteen-and-one -half 
inche s along the cutting edge , and 
tapering fro m a width of thre e - and- one
quarter inche s at the top to one inch at 
the no s e .  

The mo st  intere sting feature of the · 
tool ,  however, i s  the hook- which is  
really not  a hook at  all , but a forged 
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loop curling upward and inward fro m 
the tip, thu s forming· an a s y mmetrical 
ring on the in s ide of the blade ju st  ab ove 
the no s e .  A s  the interior dia meter of 
the ring is s mall ( only about thre e 
e ighths o f  an inch), it wo uld s e e m  that 
thi s  r_eamer wa s drawn b y  a rope rather 
than having a we ight attached directly 
to it- if ,  inde ed,  we ights were ever 
attached directly to the hooks . 

I have no idea a s  to how ·co mmon 
this  type or "hook"  i s , but I have never 
s een one b efore . The standard refer
ence s do not provide much information 
e ither. Sala man ( p .  38 ) shows a "hook 
auger I I  with a ring extending downward, 
b elow the no s e .  Iron Hors e Antique s 
Catalog No . 12 (1976) l ists a pipe-log 
rea mer with a ring at the tip ,  which it 
de scribe s  a s  a "variation of a hooked 
rea mer, I I  though fro m  the acco mpany ing 
photograph it is impo s s ible to determine 
the way the ring is po s itioned. 

It s e e ms that a ring, at least  one of 
the type de scribed above, would be  more 
difficult to forge than a hook and that it 
would b e  le s s  functional. Did this  
"variation " s erve s o me spe c ific purpo s e ? 

* * * * * * * 
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C. S. Osborne �!l�2 Con1pany 
Standard Tool 
.Manufacturers 

From the C,  S.  Os borne a nd Company 1 9 1 1  Catalog. 

bed - piece to which the plane i s  con
nected, with the providings for holding 
the plane s ecurely thereto ; al s o  is s hown 
a n  end view of the bed- piece and an end 
view of the shooting- board, Fig. 1 .  · 
Fig .  4 s hows the variou s part s u s ed in 
the con s truction of the s top again s t  
wh ich the piece t o  be planed is  held. 1 1  

While s pace does not permit  a 
descr ipt ion of all of the "improvement s " 
J o n e s cla imed, a couple of items are 
0 £  i nteres t .  

Jones w r ites : "In the provision s 
a b ove de scribed for the adju s t ment of 
the part s of a s hootin g-board neces s ary 
f o r  a n g ular planing and for the s teadi
n e s s  a nd s ecu r ity of the plane, I do not 
co n f i ne my s elf to either metal or wood 
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in any of the part s ,  u s ing the one or the 
other as the workman chooses . 1 1 

Jones al s o  pointed out that 1 1the 
placing of a handle upon the s ide of the 
plane that i s  uppermos t  when perfor
ming the operat ion of s hoot i ng join t s  
o n  the board gives the workman i mpor
tant advantage over the ordinary man ner 
of gra s ping the body of the plane i n  the 
hand. 1 1 

Whatever advantages Jones I patent 
offered, his s hoot ing boards are ex
tremely rare today. A Jones s hooting 
board and plane was s old at the Kenneth 
D. Robert s tool auct ion in April, 1 9 7 9 . 
It was tagged 1 1No. l ' 1 and was pos s ibly 
the origi nal patent model.  




