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EARLY AMERICAN INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
TO MEET IN NEW JERSEY NEXT JUNE

The Early American Industries Asso-~
ciation has announced that its Spring,
1984, meeting will be held June 14
through 16 in Madison, N.J. CRAFTS of
New Jersey will play a major role in
planning and carrying out this event.

The headquarters for the meeting
will be at Drew University in Madison.
This will be within commuting distance
for many of our members. For those who
will want to stay overnight, accomo-
dations will be available in Drew Uni-
versity dormitories. If you prefer
something a little more spacious than a
dormitory room, hotel rooms will also
be available in the nearby Madison and
Morristown area.

William N. Gilliland is chairing
the CRAFTS Steering Committee for the
meeting, and Emil S. Pollak is acting as
liaison with the EATA Meetings and Pro-
grams Committee.

Bill and his Committee have been
hard at work for several months, making
arrangements .and working out program
details. Among the many features that
will be of special interest to our
members will be a comprehensive exhibi-~
tion of tools made in New Jersey. The
director of this exhibit will be Alexan-
der Farnham (see announcement elsewhere
in this issue). The complete program of
talks, displays, and activities is to be
announced in the near future.

A meeting of this size requires a
lot of work. President Steve Zluky has
asked that anyone willing to lend a hand
get in touch with him as soon as possi-
ble. Volunteers are needed to assist at
the registration and information desks
and to set up displays and prepare for
programs. Steve promises that the tours
of duty will be short and that no one
will be overworked.

This June meeting will mark the

first time that the Early American
Industries Association has met in New
Jersey. Let's help make the meeting a
memorable one. All CRAFTS members
should plan to attend.

Additional information will be
given at future meetings.

DOROTHEA CONNOLLY TO
SPEAK AT FEBRUARY 5th MEETING

The next meeting of CRAFTS of New
Jersey will be on Sunday, February 5, at
East Jersey Olde ‘Towne in Piscataway.

The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.
with the "Swap & Sell," and the formal
program will begin at 2:00. The speaker
will be Dorothea Connolly. The title of
her talk is "Kitchen Tools: Colonial and
Victorian." There will also be a "What-
sit" session.

The speaker for the April 8 meeting
will be Raymond R. Townsend of Williams-—
burg, Va., who will talk on "Early Shoe-

making.

"EARLY TOOLS OF NEW JERSEY
AND THE MEN WHO MADE THEM"

As most of our members probably
know, CRAFTSman Alexander Farnham has
been working for several years on a book
about tools made in New Jersey.

Entitled Early Tools of New Jersey
and the Men Who Made Them, the book is
scheduled for publication on April 1.

If the printer and the binder cooperate,
it will be available for our April meet-
ing.

The work will run to approximately

200 pages and covers tool making in the
Garden State before 1200. The list

[Continued on page 7]










SOME LITTLE-KNOWN MANUFACTURERS:
by Raymond R.

On January 19, 1832, the U.S. House
of Representatives passed a resolution
requesting that information on the manu-
facturers in the United States be col-
lected and transmitted to the Congress.
The resulting accounts deal primarily
with the New England states, the major
manufacturing section in this period.
They are most interesting. A few have
been chosen to show the extent and
variety of manufacturing in the first
third of the nineteenth century. All
figures given represent annual anounts.

Pail and Tub Manufacturing:

Seabrook, N.H. The manufacturing
was carried on by machinery. The
material used consisted of $600 worth of
wood and paints and $400 worth of im-
ported iron hoops. The value of the
pails and tubs made was $25,000. They
were sold in New York. Three men were
employed at 83¢ a day, boarding them-
selves.

Hampton, N.H. The manufacturing
was carried on by '"usual hand work, and
not by machinery, as in Seabrook.'" The
materials used were $125 worth of wood
obtained in New Hampshire and $100 worth
of imported iron hoops. The value of
the pails and tubs was $900. They were
sold in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
Two men were employed at 83¢ a day.

It is possible that some of the
iron hoops for both of these establish-
ments came from the iron works listed
below.

Iron Works:

Dover, Mass. Established 'not
recently.'" Josiah Newell was the pro-
prietor. It used $2,000 worth of coal
and 250 tons of irom, valued at $18,750,
half of which was obtained in Massachu-
setts and half in New York and New
Jersey. In addition, the company im-
ported 750 tons of "Gotten'g & Russia
iron,”" valued at $63,750, and 15 cwt. of
steel, valued at $285. The works pro-
duced 33 tons of hoops, 33 tons of horse
nail rods, and 33 tons of plates for
nails, for a total value of $33,500.

The products were sold principally in
Massachusetts and partly in New York,
Connecticut, and the southern states.

1832 AND ©ARLIER

Townsend

Twenty-five men were employed at $1.00 a
day.

Starch Factory:

Stratham, N.H. The factory used
$1,400 worth of potatoes obtained in
New Hampshire and manufactured $1,920
worth of starch, which was sold in New
England. Two men were employed at 75¢ a
day.

Gilsum, N.H. L. Abbot, 1830, used
12,000 bushels of potatoes, valued at
$1.680, obtained "in the vicinity." He
produced 60,000 1lbs. of starch at 3ke¢
per pound, for a total value of $2,000.
It was sold principally in Massachusetts
and a small part in New Hampshire. He
employed four men at 83¢ a day.

(In the manufacture of cotton
cloth, one company in Newmarket, New
Hampshire, used 230 barrels of flour,
17,000 pounds of potato starch and 362
pounds of isinglass for sizing. Hence
the market for starch.)

Palm Leaf Hats:

Dearfield, Mass. '"Manufactured in
the families, at 18¢ and 20¢ each, paid
in goods at retail prices.'" Used 3,000

imported palm leaves valued at $100.
Made 3,000 hats at 20¢, value $600,
which were sold in New York.

Wendell, Mass. Lewis Stone im-
ported palm leaf valued at $1,000 and
made 27,000 hats at 20¢, to the total of
$5,400. They were sold in Massachusetts.
"Manufactured in the families of Wendell,
and adjoining towns, at 18¢ each."”

Derry, N.H. It was "estimated that
70,000 [hats] are manufactured in the
houses of this town annually, by females,
from the ages of six years to seventy-
five; the hats average twenty cents each.
Some females braid from one to six hats
per day, according to the quality of
fineness. Some hats are worth $1.26.

The leaf is imported principally from
the island of Cuba, in bales, at a duty
of '15 per cent. ad valorem.' Whole
amount manufactured $14,000."

Shaving Boxes, Broom Handles, and Window

Sashes:

Buckland, Mass. Merrit Stetson in
business since 1827. Used water power.
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Since the name of this column is
"The Distaff Side,” I thought I would
give you some information on spinning.

I have been a spinner since 1964,

I wes studying weaving under Emily Post
in Princeton and went to the Fiemington
Fair that year. There I had the great
fortune to meet a Mrs. Carter of Leba-
non, N.J., who was spinuning the hairs

of Angora rabbits. She would simply
pick out the hsirs from the rabbits that
she had in large hLutches by her side. .

I was fasciunated by this and very
casually said to her, "I would love to
be able to spin like you.” And she re-
plied, "Come to my house and I will
teach you." 1 tock her up on the offer
and the week after the fair I was at her
front door.

She began by teaching me spinning
on a drop spindle. After I mastered
that, she let me sit at the wheel. That
was it-—I1 loved it. ¥ have been spin-
ning ever since, and I now spin more
than I weave,

The process of spinning requires a
lot of work. First, you shear the
sheep. Then vou pick apart the fleece
to get all the iittle particles out.
Then you card with the carders and make
what is called a "'rolag." When you have
a basketful of roiags, you git at your
wheel and spin the varn. This is known
{ in the

o

: wheel, you
"niddy-
"weasel”

in three places.
1 you have 'seven
iave a hank of

. taken off and
a mordant
lum, copper,
and then it

is dyed.

There is a wide variety of sources
for natural dyes, such as flowers, onion
skins, goldenrod, beet juice, coffee,
tea, mushrooms, barks of trees, and black
walnuts. If you stop by the Township of
Lebanon Museum, you can see the lovely
colors I have obtained from natural

dying.
C:ff»

Niddy Noddy

After the wool is dyed, it is hung
and dried. Then the skein is put on a
swift. After rolling up the balls of
wool, you are now ready to knit, crochet,
weave, crewel, or needlepoint. I also
spin flax and cotton, as well as yal,
camel, and dog hair.

Early in the evolution of spinning
the twist in the yarn was imposed by
rolling the fibers between the fingers,
and the twisted length of the finger-spun
yarn was stored on a stick.  From this
stick, the primitive spindle evolved. It
consisted of a slightly tapered stick
with the addition of a weight called a
"whorl."

Whorl

The whorl was located in the middle
or near the end of the stick and was made
from stone, clay, bone, glass, or bronze,







7)0;1 W o
~Whats It? No.12

GUILLOTINE -LIKE
FRAME GUIDES THE

ARM ?——)

TRIAMGULAR FILE,
WEDGED IV PLACE,
PROJECTS THROUGH
HEAD OF ARM 1/8% | |
AT BOoT70M

4

LEATHER FAD ON

REDUCES FRICTION —
AND WEAR -

BOLTS, FOR ADDED \
WEIGHT & STRENGTH \

ADJUSTABLE BAR WITH
V- SHAPED POINT- Y

STRIKE PLATE ‘

ADJUSTMENT

SCREW
=N

| ARM SWINGS UP AND DOWN /
i

ARM HEAD (UNSEEN) - T
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by LARRY FUHRO
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Cranford, N.J.
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CRAFTS SPRING AUCTION

President Steve Zluky has announced
that Harry 0'Neill and Chuck Granick
will serve once again as co-managers of
CRAFTS Spring Auction and that Herb Kean
will return as auctioneer. This is the
trio responsible for the tremendously
successful auction last April.

The original date had to be can-

submit only good quality pieces.

If you have any tools to put into
the auction, get in touch with either
Harry 0'Neill (201-638-6981) or Chuck
Granick (201-685-1864).

PATINA's 3rd Annual Tool Auction. George

celled because of a conflict with another
auction. The new date will be announced
at the February meeting.

Nevertheless, the auction committee
is already at work accepting consign-
ments. The committee will accept a total
of 400 lots, and it is asking members to

Mason Elementary School, Alexandria, Va.

Saturday, March 10, 1984. Auctioneer:
Herb Kean. 300 to 350 lots. Inspection:
9:30 a.m. Auction starts: 11:30 a.m.

Estimated finish: between 3:30 and 4:00.
Good tools; quality tools; treasures.,
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