




















[Some Tools, continued from page 11

Second, the exposure was meager for

another reason. When confronted by a .
task or a problem, the Shippey- boysv 

(four brothers) were expected to impro-
vise a solution. The common excuses of:v

ignorance and/or technical complexity
were unacceptable. - Rather, the boys

- were taught to find a solution, to maké_f

do with the available paraphernalia.
Many readers of this article are :
experienced tool collectors and/or
craftsmen in various trades. They -
~know tools and can delineate customary
usage.

~days to illustrate practical improvi-
sation. In each instance cited here,
an appropriate tool was needed. If' this

_implement were mnot available, whgt’cduld'

one do? The work had to go on. . Hence,

the paragraphs that follow indicate what

was done by resourceful rural people.
Let attention now be turned to some
tools farmers use. '

(1) A peavey can help move the
heaviest logs in the farmer's wood lot.
Lacking this tool, a sturdy hardwood
sapling was utilized to accompllsh the
task.

(2) A marlinspike and/or a fid
could facilitate the repair of a broken
rope on a hay fork. Deprived of an
appropriate implement, a twenty~-penny
common spike was used to open. the -
strands of rope in making the necessary
splice.

(3) A carriage jack was needed to
raise the vehicle high enough to re-
move one wheel at a time in order to
grease the dry axles. Without proper
equipment, a hay-rigging boom and a
nail keg were pressed into service for
this essential jacking operation.

(4) A pinch bar can pry open a .
damaged barn door for repairs. Lacking
the bar, however, the leaf from a '
broken wagon spring proved to be a re-
liable substitute.

(5) A leather punch could make
adequate tongue~holes for buckles in
several straps of horse harness to
finish an urgent repair job. Lacking
the proper tool, the farmer improvised
a solution by means of a hammer, an
eight-penny nail and a backup block of .
wood.

In recognition of the: competence; .
of these friends, I have selected twelve : =
_problem situations drawn from boyhood -

(6) A dibble could facilitate the
setting out of five~hundred strawberry
plants in a freshly prepared field.

Without it, a broken broom handle was
sawed. off twice and the sharpened to a
»dull point on one end to 1mprov1se a

pair .of home-made "dibbles."
(7) A burn auger can make bolt

~holes. through a barn door for strap

" hinges.
‘iron poker, heated red hot in the grate
of the kitchen stove, provided an ade-
“quate resolution of the task.

Lacking the tool, a straight

Stove Poker

(8) A reliable rule was needed to

'.méasure the width and length of a plank

to repair a damaged horse stall. On the

farm, a yardstick, given free to patrons -

by a local hardware store, yielded a
solution to this mensurational problem.

(9) A rasp and/or a hand scraper
can be used to replace the broken handle
of an axe. However, to accomplish this
helving task, several pieces of broken
glass were used to scrape and fit
properly the hickory replacement.

(10) The use of a slaughtering beam
was required early in the process of
butchering hogs on the farm. To meet
this essential need, a home-made gambrel
stick with appropriate notches was
chopped out of hardwood and shaped by a
drawknife. With a rope attached to the
stick’s center, the process of scraping,
cleaning and butcherlng went forward on
schedule.

Gambrel Stick
(11) A plumb bob can set in perpen-—
dicular plane the door jamb of a newly

built chicken house.

common nail attached to one end was

Bereft of the tool,
~a piece of store string with a ten-penny
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