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SPOKESHAVE:

A SMOOTH FACING TOOL

by Frederick A. Shippey

More than a half century has gone

by since I first saw a spokeshave.

This memorable event happened unexpec-
tedly. One day during my apprentice-

ship, the top cabinetmaker in our shop’

asked me to examine an odd-shaped
gadget laying on his workbench. Un-
fortunately, I was not able to identi-
fy the two-handed device because I
lacked knowledge of its proper name
and its primary function. Hence, Gus
had to rescue me from personal emba-
rassment. '"It's a spokeshave," he
said simply. "It puts a smooth cut on
curved edges and rounds off irregular
surfaces. Mechanics classify it as a
Then he showed
me how a spokeshave works. This ex-
perience fueled my lifelong interest
in tools.

Eventually, I learned that the
spokeshave belongs to a huge family of
woodworking tools which are utilized
for what Mercer (Ancient Carpenters'

Tools) describes as a surfacing,

hewing and paring function. This
amazing category encompasses the broad
axe, the adze, the drawknife, the
scorper, the witchet, the plane, the
howel, the croze, the scraper, and
kindred tools. Years before Mercer's
comment reached print, Graham and
Emery (Audel Carpenters and Builders

Guide, 4 vols.) already had urged the

importance of distinguishing between
"rough facing tools" and "smooth
facing tools.™

Today this primary distinction is
accepted widely among cabinetmakers,
coopers, furniture makers, pattern-
makers, and wheelwrights. . Indeed,
Aldren A. Watson describes the latter
(smooth) process as ''shaping, smooth-
ing and finishing," which properly

follows the rough work done by draw-
knife, chisel, and compass saw.
Superior skills are required in smooth
work, Here the word "smooth" means
that the artifact has reached its final
stage. Among those tools essential for
fine work is the spokeshave.

[Continued on page 4]
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CHARLES AND WALTER JACOB
TO SPEAK AT NOVEMBER 24 MEETING

CRAFTS of New Jersey will hold its
second meeting of the 1985-1986 year on
November 24 at Clinton Historical
Museum Village in Clinton.

Tailgate sales will get underway
at 1:00 p.m., and the formal program
will begin at 2:00.

The afternoon's program should be
of great interest. It will feature
Charles and Walter Jacob, the foremost
authorities on and collectors of
Stanley tools (See Speakers' Profile on
page 2). The two will present a lec-
ture-demonstration '"Using the Stanley
#55 Plane." Those who attended the
Jacobs' last presentation to CRAFTS
know that we are in for a treat.

- The latter part of the program
will be devoted to the "Whatsit?"
session.

To reach Clinton Historical Museum
Village, take I-78 to Clinton. Turn
off at Exit 15, marked CLINTON-PITTS-
TOWN. Do not turn off at Clinton-
Washlngton exit. Turn right onto route
173 East (West Main Street). Proceed
about a quarter of a mile and turn at
first left (Clinton House on corner).
The Historical Museum Village 11es di-

rectly ahead.
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