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Ashley King - Clock History & Restoration 

Bring a clock for question & answer session 
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 In collecting childrenôs 

tool chests, it 

is difficult to 

find them 

with their 

original tools.  

It is a great 

joy to find a 

complete or 

nearly com-

plete tool set 

because it 

provides the 

source for 

what to look 

for at toy 

shows, an-

tique shows and 

thank goodness 

for flea markets.  Several of the early tool chests 

from the 1880s and 1890s will list the child-size 

tools included on an inside paper label.  The 

larger tool sets would comprise of 20 to 30 dif-

ferent tools.   

 

 One available source has been the early cat-

alogs of the R. Bliss Manufacturing Company 

from Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  Besides the 

childrenôs tool chests, Bliss was in business 

1835-1935 and made many 

childrenôs 

wood toys and 

doll houses.  

While on vaca-

tion, we often 

try to locate the 

building sites 

of the early 

American toy 

manufacturers.  

Unfortunately, 

a visit to Paw-

tucket ended 

with photos of 

80 year old row 

homes on the 

original company 

site. 

 

 The following are the names of some of my 

labeled childrenôs tool chests: 

1) Boys Tool Chest 

2) The Boys Favorite Tool Chest 

3) The Boys Columbia Tool Chest 

4) The Boys National Tool Chest 

5) Boys Union Tool Chest 

6) The Boys Star Tool Chest 

7) The Model Toy Chest for Boys 

8) The Standard Boys Tool Chest 

9) Boys Union Tool Chest Dec. Issue Contents 
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Three of the older chestnut Boys Tool Chests pre-1900 
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Collectors of Rare and Familiar Tools Society 

of New Jersey 
 

Presidentééééééééé.éééBOB GARAY, Hopatcong  

éééééééééééééé..email, takeadip@optonline.net 

Vice Presidentéééééé..ééé...DON KAHN, Hackensack 

Secretaryééééééé.éANNETTE VLIET, Danielsville, PA 
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourage in-

terest in early trades and industries, and in the identification, 

study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implements 

used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of our herit-

age. 

 

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who shares the 

above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are fifteen 

dollars for the membership year of July 1 through June 30. 

 Membership fees may be sent to: Hank Allen, 524 Harris-

town Road, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 (write check payable to 

CRAFTS of New Jersey). 

 

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Masonic 

Lodge in High Bridge, NJ. Take I-78 to Route 31 exit at 

Clinton. Go north on Rte. 31 two miles to second traffic light 

at the High Bridge exit. Turn right and go about half a mile 

to Dennis Ave. Turn left, then straight to the Masonic Lodge 

(on the left). Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 

A.M., meeting starts at 1 P.M. 

The TOOL SHED 

Published four times a year for members of CRAFTS of New 

Jersey.  Editor: Bob Garay 15 N. River Styx Rd. Hopatcong, 

NJ 07843ð(973)398-5875 - Articles, especially about early 

tools and trades, are encouraged and may be sent to the Edi-

tor.  Emailðtakeadip@optonline.net 

 

CRAFTS WEBSITE 

www.craftsofnj.org 
 

Containing general information about CRAFTS and its activ-

ities including: meeting schedules,  Tool Shed articles, etc. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Levent Bayrasli   Phillipsburg, NJ 

Frank Bodner   Piscataway, NJ 

Charles Bealnard  Rahway, NJ 

Bob Breti    Moline, IL 

Byron Burns   Round Lake, IL 

Lerma Chen   Belvidere, NJ 

James Clarke   Hilton, NY 

Richard Gagliardi  Maywood, NJ 

Andy Galster   Sewell, NJ 

Russell Houck   Brant Lake, NY 

Greg James    Bay Shore, NY 

Charles Johanesen  Metuchen, NJ 

Cyril Lichtensteiger  Staten Island, NY 

Larry Meeker   Somerset, CA 

Daniel Paniconi   Chester, NJ 

William Petremont  Milford, CT 

Nancy Piwowar   Plainfield, NJ 

Nancy & Floyd Ribe Succasunna ,NJ 

Dennis Rozak   Perkiomenville, PA 

Jeff Warren    Randolph, NJ 

Ronald Wilson   Pilesgrove, NJ 

Historical Society of Plainfield, NJ 

Presidentôs Corner 

 Just returning from our November meeting where 

I gave a presentation on hand saw restoration. It was a 

lot of fun and even though I ran a half hour over-time 

no one left early. Thanks to all members attending for 

your kind comments on the presentation.  

 As we approach the holidays think about giving a 

CRAFTS membership to a friend or relative. The $15 

you spend for the gift will go a long way and you 

might enjoy carpooling to CRAFTS events together. 

Speaking of membership, we are planning to include a 

CRAFTS membership list in our next Tool Shed. It 

will include contact information for members to be 

able to locate and contact each other. If you do not 

want to share your contact information please email or 

call me. My contact information is to the left under 

The Tool Shed info.  

 As thanksgiving is approaching I give thanks for 

all the fine friends and workers in our CRAFTS or-

ganization. You all fill a very dear spot in my life and 

your friendship and comradeship is treasured. I hope 

you enjoy a festive holiday season  with friends and 

family. And maybe if you have been a good boy or 

girl your stocking might have a tool in it.  

Left - Carl Bopp talking to Ted Hopkins about the Gage Tool 

Co. advertisement paper he displayed from the 1800ôs.  Carl 

was one of many CRAFTS members who brought something 

for the NJ tool display we set up Friday evening in Nashua, 

NH, at the Donnelly Auction preview show.   
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(Cont. from pg. 1) 

(Continued on pg. 4) 

10)  Superior Youths Tool Chest 

 I am sure that there must be many more.  

Ronald S. Barlowôs ñThe Antique Tool Collectors 

Guide to Value: 1750-1950ò (Revised 1991) lists 

several childrenôs tool chests and their makers.    
 The age of the childrenôs tool chest is best de-

termined by dated catalogs. Another source is the 

clothing styles or building activities found on the 

inside labels.  Often the clothing styles can be 

identified as those worn in the 1880s, 1890s and 

early 1900s.  One of my childrenôs tool chests has 

a label showing a group of boys constructing a 

mono-wing airplane that hints of the Spirit of 

Saint Louis.   

 

 During the 1920s and 1930s, the Arcade Toy 

Company of Freeport, Illinois and the Grey Iron 

Casting Company of Mount Joy, Pennsylvania 

made miniature cast iron tools such as squares, 

nippers, draw knives, pliers, planes, hatchets and 

wrenches.  All these miniature cast iron toys were 

copper or nickel plated and may be added to a 

childrenôs tool chest.  In the 1950s and 1960s, the 

toy manufacturer Louis Marx and Company of 

New York City made miniature die cast wood-

working tools.  

 

 The choice of material for the early childrenôs 

tool chests is predominately American chestnut, 

worm holes and all.  Before the early 1900s, the 

American chestnut was the predominant tree spe-

cies in eastern forests.  The American chestnut 

began fading from the landscape around 1904, 

when a blight imported on Asian chestnuts forced 

it into extinction.  In the 1930s, the choice of ma-

terial changed to popular which is nowhere near 

as pretty as the American chestnut, and it often 

warps.  The chestnut tool chests are almost al-

ways nice and flat. 

 The larger childrenôs tool chests often include 

a tray for the smaller tools.  Unfortunately, the 

trays are often missing.  Many of the paper labels 

found inside the chest lid are very colorful but 

often split down the middle as the wood lid either 

expanded or contracted with age.  Be extremely 

careful if attempting to repair these labels since 

they can be brittle.  The labels often include the 

manufacturerôs name as well as a tool chest num-

ber. 

 

 After World War II, there is a manufacturing 

shift to metal childrenôs tool boxes like the popu-

lar Hardy Andy Toy Tool Set made by Skil Craft 

of Chicago, Illinois.  Other similar brands were 

the American Toy Chest for Junior Carpenters 

and the Busy Boy Tool Chest.  Then in the 1970s, 

Two of the 1880s-1890s Boys Tool Chests  

Bliss Tool Chest and Mason & Parker Tool Chest (1920s-1930s) 

Playmate Tool Chest circa 1930s-1940s and 1960s Handy Andy 
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(Cont. from pg. 3) 

plastic childrenôs tool sets appear.  Unfortunate-

ly, the later childrenôs tools were also plastic.  

So guess what?  They never rusted.    

 The toy truck maker Buddy L Toy Company 

of East Moline, Illinois made a beautiful, large 

childrenôs tool box complete with child size, 

high quality tools by national brand toolmakers 

like Disston, Stanley and Millerôs Falls.  Fred A. 

Lundahl, founder of the company, felt that even 

children should use good tools and even includ-

ed instructions 

to take care of 

the tools with 

the tool box.  

Another toy 

manufacturer 

A. C. Gilbert 

Company of 

Westville, Con-

necticut and of 

erector set fame 

made a very 

nice tool box.  

Keep your eyes 

open. The 1927 

Buddy L No. 1 

Tool Box. came 

with a Corbin 

lock marked 

ñBuddy Lò.  

The often lost 

lock and key are 

worth more than the box to collectors!   

Grey Iron and Arcade iron tools circa 1920s-1930s  

Louis Marx miniature die-cast tools circa 1950s-1960s  

Early Toy Tool Chest advertisement  

CRAFTS AUCTION NOTICE & POLICY CHANGES 
 

CRAFTS Auction is April 12, 2014 at Oldwick Fire House. 

Tailgating sales start at 7AMðMembers only sellingðno charge for setup. 

Tools for Auction with paperwork need to be delivered to Auction Manager by Jan. 1. 

For more info, call Greg Welsh (908) 439-3266 or glwelsh@earthlink.net ,or Steve Zluky (908) 534-2710.  

 

This year CRAFTS has made a change to the reserve and commission policy in our auction 
  

 1. Any item over $300 may have a reserve price as agreed upon by seller and Auction Manager. 

 2. If the item with a reserve over $300 does not sell no commission is charged. 

 3. An item selling $300-$499 will pay a 5% commission. 

 4. If an item sells over $500 no commission is charged. 
 


