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Pennsylvania Goosewing Axes
by Jim Bode, Ken Hopfel, John Henson & Bob Garay

Goosewing Broad Axes are named for theter being closer to the hands. It also has a canted
unique shape of the axe head, which resembles th&ocket, thus it has no need for an offset or bent
wing of a goose in flight. The goosewing broad handle.The main disadvantage of this goosewing
axes brought to Pennsylvania by German settlersixe is, since the socket is offset you need two axes
were the earliest hewing axes commonly used irfor right and left work. A regular broad axe has a
this country.This hewing axe, already fully devel- symmetrical blade in which theffset handle can
oped in Germany, was used for squaring up of &e installed top or bottom.
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spent on a felling Triple makero6s manfkyahd irhigti al
axe. It was a three and a half pound soft piece ofjoosewing axe came in both right and left hand
steel on a handleA file would cut it like butter configuration, and a good percentage of left
and this is meant to be so. These tools needed to l®endedgoosewing axes are found. A much higher
sharpened while in use, several times a day. percentage than the 10% of people who are left
hewing axe, with its laibn hardened steel edge handed.As you know, now or then, tools made for
however would take a keen sharpening. A fileleft handed people are naxistent. These axes
woul dndt cut it i t  wo wdrednot jmads for left kanditd pedplé butifor helwv- r
scratch. They needed to be sharpened with sharpag the other side of the log. Logs were typi-
ening stones, just like your plane irons and chiselscally worked from the top toward the stump where
The edges are an aver atpegramflared @itvard. Ihis huetseasierotmvgork a
the average goosewing weighs 7 Ibs. left handed than to flip an 800 pound timber.

The advantage of the Pennsylvania goosewing
axe is that it is easier to wield with the weight cen-
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The purpose of CRAFTS of New Jersey is to encourag
terest in early trades and industries, and in the identificg
study, preservation and exhibition of tools and implem
used and made in New Jersey as an integral part of ou
tage.

Membership in CRAFTS is open to anyone who share
above interests. Annual dues per person or couple are f
dollars for the membership year of July 1 through June 3
Membership fees may be sent to: Hank Allen, 524 H3
town Road, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 (write check payab
CRAFTS of New Jersey).

CRAFTS of NJ meetings are held at the HOST Mas
Lodge in High Bridge, NJ.

Take 78 to Route 31 exit at Clinton. Go north on Rte.
two miles to second traffic light at the High Bridge exit. T

right and go about half a mile to Dennis Ave. Turn left, thenl t ]

straight to the Masonic Lodge (on the left).
Tailgate sales in the parking lot begin at 10 A.M., meg
starts at 1 P.M.
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aged and may be sent to the Editor.
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W, II |t |s the time of year tool collectors here in New Jer-
)@%r e |ng d§v9n faor the cold winter. Flea markets and
Asgleﬁ S ow aCENE or, agemtent Auctions are for the

brave of heart, as snow and freezing temperatures keep many c
us at home. It is a good time to reacquaint oneself with their col-
lection. Cleaning off the dust, restoring that waiting tool or re-
e insearching the unfamiliar history of an unappreciated relic. For
itione it is also the time to take a good look at my collection and
entsmake decisions on its direction. As | no longer buy every antique
hetieol | come across, | now try to refine my search. Of course some
of my collector buddies donot
put some of the unguided tools into the upcoming CRAFTS Auc-
5 théion. | actually will have a couple of boxes for these unguided
ifteeiools. One box for the auction, one for the flea market, and an-
0. other one for eBay sales.
rris- As | evaluate my collection | realize the investment | have
e toput into it. Of course there is the monetary investment. As | got
more serious about collecting tools | also seemed to get more
serious about the monetary expenditure of wanted pieces. Now
onict h at I am retired | dondt ha\
so | often look at tools differently. Of course like most collectors
311 look for a good deal when | can buy a good tool as an invest-
urn ment, where | know | can resell it later for more than | paid for it.
ust seems these fAfindso
cently | have | ooked at <col | e
tingniches. Like collecting New Jersey tools. Since | was born and
raised in this state | find it interesting to collect and research the
tools made in this state. Often deals can be found, especially
Newwhen attending events in faraway places where collectors have
sackno interest in New Jersey tools. Another interest would be the
history or story behind the tools. As | enjoy researching the his-
couttory of tools and their makers, | find myself often buying a tool
just to explore the historical story it tells. | often put this into the
form of a Tool Shed story to share what | have unearthed. | often
am on the hunt to find that certain tool that will fill that missing
link that will bring it all together. As | ramble on here | realize
there are actually many more reasons for collecting the tools tha
| add to my collection. But most of all it just gives me great
etcpleasure to get a great tool. One that has the look and feel o
great age and the work it has done over the years. Sometimes
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is for its beauty while other times it is for it ingenuity. It must be

something that resides way down deep in my DNA, as my father
was also a collector. He collected coins. | remember him taking
his whole paycheck to the bank every week and coming home

with a bag of coins to | ook
DNA! What a fun hobby!!

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays, Bob

Dondot forget to get

tion consignment sheet in by Jan.1st for the
spring auction. For more info, call Greg
Welsh (908) 4398266 or
glwelsh@earthlink.net, or Steve Zluky (908)
534-2710.
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American and Continental goosewing axes both
get their name from the graphic form of the blade but
that is where the similarities end.

angle

socket

eye
opening

Following is a list of differences between Continen-
tal axes and Pennsylvania goosewing axes:

1. The top edge of the blade as it protrudes from the top

Top Vi i i H i
2ol s of the hammer poll to the tip of the blade is usually
Goosewing ax nomenclature. This is a left handed axe. It|is straight and seldom curved as on continental axes.
9 ’ ’ 2. A longer handle socket is a characteristic of Pennsyl-

used on the left side of the log, with the left hand forward.

vania goosewing axes.

The earliest, albeit crude goosewing type broad3: The Pennsylva_mia gooseyving axe socket is more flat
axe, appeared around the 9th century. Although, the tgan r0L|md as in the CE”:'?]ema' gx? d ridae that
traditional version, actually shaped like a gooses wing™ thi”:;%;’:g'ﬁhagzxzoc et has a defined ridge that runs
appeared about the 16th century. The symmetrica : e pp
bfé)ad axe that replaced the goose)\//ving wasywell in fa-~ Eenns;lllvamte)t axe poll ]'cs thin. Same length as the con-

tinental axe but not as fat.
vor and standard by the 1830s.

" 6, Pennsylvania axe eye is thin, small or almost none
Maker 6s mar ks on goosewl Rgi@X€s we ha ave in our
collections: 7. The Socket is always canted away from the plane of
Hess Peters J.Weber S.wil the blade and bit on the Pennsylvania goosewing axe.
G.Sener [.Brva W.Addam F.Roth 8. The area under the socket is a widfined and a very
H.H.Stricker G.Shau Philip His C.Gilbert calculated form, usually embellished with a distinct
Brady S.Lenhart D.Lichty G.Rohrbach design as an ovolo.
9. The bottom or heel of the axe blade on a Pennsylvania
A right handed G.ROHRBACH is spelled with a goosewing appears to be straight and seldom has a
variation | am not familiar with. The axe is stamped curve or cut out.
three times: G.ROHRA and with quite an elaborate ~ 10. The back upper corner of the blade body can have an
spur decoration. My guess it is an early mark. Bill Phil- ogee or other design as a quarter roultbst have a
|l ips mentioned seeing spel P5Adeues clig {This feqige ig efippgegiongl and a
ROHRBADOD characferistic of theé individual smith, such as a signa-
In the article by Bill Phillips in the No.82 Tool ture. Philip His is recognized by his ogee embellish-

ment.

The upper region of the blade between the socket and
main body of the blade can be plain, have one small
rib or two thin ribs together on Pennsylvania axes.

Shed of June 1994, he lists these makers that have their
names stamped on his axes.

Beatty S. Cleaver  Dubs D.Miller . . ) . .
_ ) 12. Most Pennsylvania axes are signed; when signed it can
George Miller M.Seiger T.Bever H.Stahler bedonet4 ti mes. The maker 6s
Wood J.Bauer J.A.Seager  J.D.Seidel tal axes are almost always in the form of a symbol and
seldom the maker 6s name,
More maker sd stamps 0 ni13 dhke®énnsylvahif iflade iscusuallyovyid ofld@signg and
Caroline during the Tool Beboeatibds sand NMthey drel iGis in bhe ferm of par@llel 1
Pennsylvania Goosewing Axes article. ridges.
14. The entire Pennsylvania goosewing axe can have
D.Ligute D.Brady Stohler chamfering on all extremities.
C Kriler V.Adams D.Ermold 15. The thickness of the blade and socket on Pennsylvania
Bever A.Hook V.Hofmann axes are seldom as heavy as on Continental axes.

16. The Pennsylvania axes often have rough iron that is a
result of the charcoal iron they used in fabrication.

17. The bottom of the handle socket on Pennsylvania
goosewings is more often than not at an angle, unlike
Continental axes which are always straight.

18. On Pennsylvania goosewing axes the bottom corner

Above - Rohrbach axe showing the canted socket that anjgles ~ cl0sest to the handle is more often clipped or molded
the handle away from the wood being worked. as compared to Continental axes.
Continued on next pade
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Below are examples of Pennsylvania goosewing =

axes a

nd their ma k

Set of L&R handed Rohr
bach axes. left is

G. ROHRA makler

Above is setof L & R
handed W.ADDAMS axes.
Left i s the

4

Goosewing axe made by
Il . BRVA. Left
mark.

maker 6s

S

Above is

D. LI CHTY axe. Il nset

mar k.

-

Above is JWEBER axe. Le
is the maker s n

Above is

S.

LENHART axe, i nset

maker 6s

Left is traditional
small eye of
Pennsylvania
goosewing axe.




