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Wooden Compass Pl anes
By John M. RoOosSs
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(Continued from page (Fig. 2)
cregsrsain wor k.

One wunigque innovation was t

Taking a hint from the efarronyt Bwmigtlhi seh sE dared pd dajniest er
use of a boxwood plug at tthhee fmowmth of Fit he Bdutals, offiftetred
with a vertical mortise, resists wear and can be driven
down periodically to resto ront of

the mout h.

The most common form of

pl ailmend quite oftehi ¢ htthe n~
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in the toe and held in pos \ similar
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top. : - =

A much rarer example- by L _"—‘D
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front with a boxwood plugadfusher fwiomh aff Itexei bmoeutsht e e |
mouth and adjustable at the he
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ing the desired curvature. E
wooden sole are known. These
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Fig.fRontT adjustable ¢ompa

Fig.5 Compass Plane | With Seco
Wooden Sol e

as illustrated in Fig. 5.

A similar example was repor
ard Starr (Ref. 6) . A differ
tern makers plane having six

Fig. 3 Mathiesofn Doubled'A]:jfﬁrs?rétr toe to he.el contour
(Continudd on page
Compass Pl ajne

THE TOOL-WED I 2008
3



(Continue8 from page The Carpenterﬁs T
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WilliamoBaNmake r The saw is mar ked J. D. Ro ¢
. patented Wm. Mc Ni ece saw hand

Paratbyz Wi ktor Kuc pictures to confirm that al |l
sawvowar dbés wo o dnwaoxa pwoaondd pfreee-d

server were used to clean and

A friend of mine, Frank Brigkhause, vseernyt jtdtiesr eSsttojirnyg t Pa
me to publish on my WebS|tuen|(qwu\4éwhv&IgFlvneerTyoonl|scecoem<)amp|e
The saw is in his possessicqQmmp, Myp dtheamtkesd 9 ® y tpoavi Rerha Nakm
for providing this story. 256 ,-0%3 18/Tih8e82uni que i nfor mat i

_ the maker &f Dhi Rodes} %8 & Br o
My recent handsaw find cLogntcaashSe ra An,yestepry,|adé|pr$|a

marked, J. D. Rodgers & By@ferdd9Be lnfanCeaSitadl akwé .l abl e t
Phil adel phi-War CarsttedteeW : e
0

Rogers & Bro.?

J. D. Rodgers &
4098 Lancaster Av e, P

The saw was | isted on
saw because the handl e h '
handl e cl amp b'g/heWmharl\/ld:v\‘»\lareer:e|n]‘ogtt m .
) . pt to fin i
mation 1 s Wm. Mc Ni ec e, Ph| dtlgi?ras %?/\PrOARIEf\I %% é)éed Ca
My n M

assumed the saw bl ade cf ent contr
to the informatlfﬁheprep”gﬁ E}/ mMale€a 25 & I e(r md | a |
|l erdéds description s b sd% r@%rﬁ(
s were the words Phi rﬁ ntYVeg -ainn f
twed . Mc Ni ece was a Phi have re:c
md k erevi ewed the W. Mc I ul d not
ed on this website (wkfh éplgd s o
ask the seller a questiohn elwsf’oturhadt
tach tTHhlee csalmper assure me
re original. a
I was the only bidder. I wali
e saw tTohearsrawewas disaJs@ﬂw
spection Tamed Iclleedeiwags cY'eSank @ D Rodg
e blade markings became Marskiept"e byThisSi dg ttime Al - tir
I have made available o |tnh|1587W7ebl§md|@r Hardware and
D & Br o, 4074 Lancaster Av " .
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name but J D is now first so
C. Note they are now on Lancas:s
T 1878, "Rodgers J. D. & Bro.
R. ), hardware, 4074 Lancaster
(J D. Rodgers & Bro), 4074 |
John G. R. (J. D. Rodgers &
Av" [ The store and both brot
ter Ave.|]

f 1882 under Hardware and Cut |
4098 Lancaster Av " . [ Now at

The, & Bro., was not |isted b
been. ]

f 1883 "Rodgers J. D. & Broth:
G. R. ), hardware 4098 Lancast
are also |isted as I|iving at ¢
T 1889, "Rodgers Jacob D. har
"Rodgers John G. , har dwar e

D. ROGERS & BRO 4098 Langgsrthely AYe, n%hllta)cbeéltmryra,any mo r
Cast -Waeeanted

(Continué&éd on page
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Concl usi on

(Continue8) from page

280 Skew bac Ri p Saw. 5 1/ 2 ppi, Apple Handle no
f 1894, "Rodgers Jacob D, haurTcri]v(\e/aJlep,foiln(?élg\%npgéege?rnted h
our current n 8 bout
Av and 641 and h 641 Prestagn' . A S &G YN s tore” an (R
us i ne’ss h>e t&ol h a
house were at 641 Preston. )Pdigserﬁo ohn, Iet21ar We
4113 Lancaster Av h szg We st i n s teeyr R '
war e, ' S C ShW8 NSt &y t'i on gather
1899, "Rodgers Jacob D, hag@waraeny 4806 tliacocalst ehf AV mat i
h 811 N 41st”. Rodgers Johp|aRe Bahtwat@wstdhdtThbans. co
caster Ave, h Haines Port NJ". [ Note he moved to New
Jersey not far from where | |ive.]

The library | wused does not have a full set of Phil a-
del phia directories so | could not fildl in the missin
years but you can-1882,t+h888aw was made
by William McNiece who is also in those same directo-
ries. Mc Ni ece was doing the same as Disston, putting

anyone's name on the saw that would buy a set amount.

The saw was made in 1882 or after because the
patent was in 1882, and before 1889 when the Rodg-
ers brothers were not together any more.

Hope this helps.
Car | Bopp

Simultaneously, we also| compdilgedk Witt hh&hdldmp with
Baker and he identi fied J . B RudQC|a & B+——o6 as a ha'r d -
ware company in Philadel phia, ca 1875, (al so) Rodgers
dealt with MRMMeNIiiegeBalaas.i s a wel |l known
t ool collector and avid researcher of the American saw
making industry.

eciation to

I would | ike O express my great appr
attentive to these

t
Car | Bopp and Philip Baker for being
gquestTihoannsk.s Whiu.c h!

At this point we realized that this saw was most |i kel
made by Wi lliam McNiece for J. D. Rodgers & Bro.
Har dware Store.

Advertisih&8Hernonns ytlhveani a (St at
and Business Diregtor

The face of the clamp is stampeld W. M. McNi ece, PhiTl|é!E PTAOQA-fS“REng,ZOst
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