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Dear Tool Wi zar d,

I am new t
At a recent f
right or not.

o the tool collecting world ang al
l ea market | experienced what C

At a table full of tools and knives, saw
mar ked on the plane so | asked the dealer how
as | thought it was a I|little higher than I v a s
interested.

A gentl eman (and e the word

I S | oosel y) |t h:
the dealer that he would pay the full
Mary Beth Gordon (address| wi

Dear Mary Bet h,

—~ o

Pl ease dondét consider this guy as the aver
l'y aggressive collectors (or a shill), I donpod

You never mentioned how it turned out c
benef it Sometimes the dealer is put off by t
make up your mind. I f you still want it at|fu
recognize you before the boob. And you donopt
Do not |l et this incident discourage you; it]do
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get her b ¢ mer . (Fig. 8) .
wer e d o mi found seems to
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i ncrease socketed hamme
of splitt handle firmly
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en peg w{18th century claw hammBhe Wdrrest p
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me n . claw. (Fig. 11)]wedged mofré $ ¢
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we Kknow it today was firsatrowseld ttder ihrmg ¢ B L P
times. This is well docu- handle from br e™ I o
ment e b Not many exampl i s
found are found today ’ /n t
sur e seen in tool a . t he
probl sell for aroundFlg.r-“:.11
mer s The most successful h a
teent mer modi fication of modern
head mer head invented by David
dl e o smith in Norwich N.Y. wh o
ing ferent types of tool s. He
t he which has a wider opening
craft narrows as it extends thru
sol ut the head f A ' t he
One hand .m-
est me r rger
met al and
that attac| |l oos I ver
handl e for patent e t ‘ | bu
ment . used it in nis very succes
part ful hammer manufacturing b
(Fig. 1845. The business was cor
flan his death in 1892. At that
t hru h mer manufacturer in the cc
wi t h h TR In 1942 the company recei
often were riveted to thetweodNavwgngplue chastetdalbdbDt 00
from the hammer head. But shihey ehrodse.s A -f ==~ * H-~~* 1t dhe
handle at this Il ocation we¢dlkenay d dlee ﬁ ] oifnt
caused it to break at t hel 95 A edan dh otl hee = 1eav e
handle was difficult usingethbhvered. I\/ mayaor e
met al reinfor adze eye hammer 6oucnadn t bda:
Anot her t e of findingdaeneyge Maydole cl a
stopping the om com-As one of the two main
i ng apart fr ammehrammer i S : nai l
head is to ma onet hpeireec eh av 1t en
Di fferent ma r s wedreesi gned 11 s
very successf hi s deasv qrn. So 2t 0 C
such as t he Handdense whi 0
hammer and th ' hand-esi gned t h
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rar e or never alEollelle ~~tegarnty.l ong n ut
Some patents Fi sebending the )
ary <c¢l aws on of t hQef cour s
main cl aws. P NN 8 Hh,a&%*x7 a doub n-
filed Nov. 10 Wirhdri,ami nvent go
Zi mmer man was ‘ e bnesthetter a
t o do s o. (Fo o O Edwirn pl e cl av 214
Duryea in his ntthapla c¢claw hammer was
smal | auxilia 1depgattehnet ed i B,
primary | arge igYonde. (Fi -
Charles Blyde 1896 triple Jis
patented a S upplae ent ed t
ment al claw t s iAytvadaof H ©
recess in the enindnthe®30. His hamm{Fjg] s22
main cl aw. (Fi ¢ )f coiumisleamoto the Cheney ad:
al | secondary e thmdbert wohes mal | claws on th
main cl aw. J. T in a9méilpapulling in the mid:
tented a small g chamwmermn weao$ uni gue because
of the hammer [ facommgen hehat renul ar e~ gw
same way as th clawo(Fdgnot . Not yut d
16) He said th[Flg to tanrmike in 1914 ted
strain on the | — randdleawhkammer . -uj ree
starting extraction. Two cIlmowmg hlseadi ng 1 e m
l ater W. F. Charl ey patentTehdusal argel amai ] ecp
design but turned the claiwnasoctangeést o (fFai 7, EEZZENf p 0C
direction of the main clawl !l (Riagnmel ) us & , £ 8

A hammer that nail s. W. A. Pav i n 1011
attr t : ors tented a toot(
is t on t he si de
Ther head to tra
S i n out . (Fi g.
firs classic pin o]
orig tenol d | arge ae pul er s.
said . Hammer George Capewell de.
craf “ir stthedaonw-re coll ectible of t|
b | moatecmlany ot her designs in
| e 7 ne @xateactktidng nails and findi
by n 1pD&.single claw is al ways
(Fig. ’ was
mad e Zl aw Fig 2
Hammer Co. of BT UUKI yIl, N. Y -
and has the patent date st of i
head. Before this in May 1899 WwW. w. Brownel |l of
Lake Placid N.Y. patented a Anoniher adoedl|l ef clcawat ¢
the same purpose of gainialgawmoma@amrmerneiraget anfFimgg o
An i nterestinn Anonhl e classics such as the- 187
claw is ang a- bearing system (Fig 26) f
tented to I mer s . Ho |l ddan s v
in 1903. It l'iawyth diff ng
claw that t hemechani sm
handl e of with the 26
claw hammer g mer ous Wh
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have a puEe ot s the way to riches. One of
the sid sought after (o ¢ m— ion
hammer is the Thayer ¢ l! \\ c o mi
t he nai — mer . Patented i ’ , Jol
Josi ah of Boston <cl ai : h
was the Figl|l 27 pound tool i n i
patent fers a graduate
wi t h a me bar, a screwdr
attached t cl aws and of o
his hammer hammer head t o
a slot and (Fig. 32)
ing the na Many invent «
ertsonémos combi ne t he he
hammer ( Fi wr ench. A. W. Pa
somet hing Connecticut wa s
this type
to hold his [ ea
1862 George Mills and Jac ,
Boston perfected this desid’5d
socket intergal as part of &
Charles Carlisle patented
using a aneg=w' 2 Lo~ to
hold the ' j eotmbi ne the c¢claw hammer wi
under th and screwdriver. Byron Bo
(Fig 28) s improved on this design
patented nNi smsetra Hwl dgrip curved o0bj
t he nai l t ihrev ena nomesr T PG g
head or jus. wg— — .. Il pl1&66 Wi/
Ward patented 4F'9 2@ amchmént ttohef i |
der the hammer ' ' l'tthas cabbl
smal | metallic or wi(tshp r itnhge
socket) t hat o e bobmeeér ohe
and acted as ¢ t o domidi ntah e . - -
nai l (Fig 29) p ameernst Hadwr'91So ¢ an, o
ing he inalmdd ‘ tools such as screwdriver
using his pate mmerdrat it @ach-stored in the han
ment . (Fig 30) rsevertiessi was patented by Al
ty being the n ’ ) f itrhvee nLt.iSon St arrett Tool Co.
this one ar med ¢ ,.‘ﬁ/ n probablycenter of the hammi
came up with 1 eaveuntcm-center marks in fin
ventions. Last ' 1870 h&séet hmemmer s stuffed in
Young modi fied mmemcc hheadts tool chest is a
to allow for a o sit Oh Ttopmre®t how can one
t he hammer hea / S skkazwmeds i wi t hout mentionin
pl ace by a sh Fi g }30. 5 teaprispert. Two of the ear
hol de 3 were ciaoar box ‘

As hammer s |
Il nven their | G—C
i nven lief w m
vent ebony SR SSRGS
trap, handl e. il us=GRgIZ i
ent t 35)
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signed a revolutionary neyv
AWei ght Forwardo <creation.
that this design fAputs the
al so easi er, more efficient nai
e 190 , ous face to claw radius fo
Charl es Fig| 36 reduction gasket and comfo
decorat e = the world's strongest fibe
mer . (Fi g. 36) getting used to but is wver
With its finely ornament al re€el l ecti hammers s &
i ef wo r kp laantdi nrgi cikte | of tool col i s
was sure to stand out i nowgrl|l ooked f4l ma
coll ection. Next on my hiselliesrn. It i uncomme
of ornament al hammer s wag€ ome upon rar e finds i k
the 1928 patented bronze dgoeaetnth cobbler bs hammer (
head hammer,i397ned by4dl1) or a coopers hoop dr
hammer . (Fi g. 42) It i s a
ple task to fix a broken h
a correct repl acement or
Fig. 38 wheel a rusty head.r
] good mar ket for blamigtz\
mers and farriers hammers
who knows a good old tool
smith hammer wi || be a
hammer rack. (Fi g. 43) Oft
i S t he prize of an early
tool maker Mitteldorfer St rnaoursniofg MNdgw fYaerak mairtkye.t i nNgi.
37) of course if one is tRAH&demgoladbeoenut hamwmmet y, al et s
|l eave out the ornately |l ashéllumused dawWdalys ban ds ccud rp\
mal |l ets of exotic wood. (tFo rgs 88d demand a good
These finely turned hammerpsr ischeaw (Fi g. 4 41 Some -
not only the skills of theioreasf tysomanwi | | Fi g.0 4s30 me -
but al so the beauty inherémti ngn tthlad i s really odd
woods used. and | acks any known pur -
Even with all the advapose. The hammer bel ow
ments in hammers over t he( Friega.r s 45) i s one such
t hey ar e still being r e dreasmngenre dt h at [ still have
Manufacturers are redesigmiong fboaond out its purpose
ergonomics making a mor e yceotm- Thi s wi_II Figl|P ayou
fortable and wuser friendl ynhaendnge . unt i | Yoo can
Carpenters who swing a hannmerrn its function. There
al | day devel op el bow proll &mabout as the designs
due to the Vvibrgjqlomy emithtoipreg yforuonwi [ | send in a p
hammering. TWYebamew fAnti have discovered and | et th
hammer by Stanley has a twmimgaders can | earn mor e
fork in the handle to deadernobhecoll ecting.
Vi brations. (Fi g. 39) Estwing manufacturers has de
Fig. 40 Fig] 45
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